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P Hiſtory which 1 have rene dis 
arduous taſk of writing, is.intereſting to the Public 
in proportion as the events of it involve the inter- 
nal peace, energy, and welfare of this Country. 
The general good of the' Stare is the common point 
to which all miniſters of all times, and in all cir- 
cumſtances, have always pretended to direct their 
different ſyſtems of "meaſures; but there has been 


within theſe laſt twenty months ſuch a variety of 
events, ſuch contrariety of judgments, ſuch ſingulari- 
ty of public meaſures, that the mind is nearly over- 

ſet in tracing the origin, or in calculating the conſe- 
quences of them. No juſt conception can be formed, 
no fair opinion can be adopted, no profitable infer- 
. ence can be drawn from any even of the leading 
facts, if taken ſingly, and conſidered upon the naked 


grounds. of their inſulated merits, . The whole 


| main of operations muſt be collected into one view, 
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| Jaws had © unbiaſſed erg The « why ben piece : 
is not ſo new as the pg. up of the eataſtrophe 
threatens to be alarming. he general utility then 
ol racing events to 54 040 of vibe xing them 
in their immediate effects, and following them 
through their remote operations, becomes in the 
preſent period intereſting to the country beyond 
meaſure or precedent. 


It has been reſerved for the e " 


the preſent generation to undergo the fatal experi- 
ment of reducing the theory. of madenn philoſaphy'* 
into practice. The baneful emanations from Pan- 
_ box were, but faint.preſages. af its direful 
effects. Since the fatal eruption from this philoſpy 
phic receptacle of modern, doftrines, the political 
ſyſtem. of Europe ſeems to have undergone a gener | 
ral change. The old and true principles are de- 
ridedd, denied, or abandoned: new and falſe maximus 
are adopted and ſupported. Folly, feat, and ma- 
lice operate yariouſly upon the multitude, and in 
the general alarm and Wente ich nd 
is nearly ſtifled.”: 1119631 £1 791 
kee ha og ern th cr modern phle 
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CES 


Wo” * By this ne? mean ihe Aggregate 15 the 8 of 
Rouſſeau, Voltaire, Diderot, &c. who, improving upon their | 
freetbinking predeceſſors, have devoted their lives to ſetlucing » 
mankind into the Oey of "Chtiſtian ene xv me | 


but few, of the dreadful evils which its practice 
and ſucceſs have. cauſed, all to Jament. The de- 


ſtrudtive infection was beginging to ſpread abr 
7 ore the full effects of the grand experiment bad 
been completely known. at home. In the deluſion 
of i its viſionary ſucceſs, ſome infatuated zealots were 


found, daring enough 1 to attack the yery exiſtence of 


"© 18 


the Britiſh Conſtitution, though fortunately | 
were not ſufficiently aſtute to diſguiſe their de- 


Their publications produced various effects 5 


in a an | unſettled ſtate 1 5 public mind. To ſome 
they repreſented the Conſtitution as a ſyſtem of 
abſprdity. and inconſiſtency z ; to others, of deſpo- 


tim. and tyranny; in ſome they created contempt, 


in, others hatred in moſt they raiſed doubts, in 
all alarms. It is difficulc to determine whether the 


| progreſs of the evil were more forwarded by the 
ul Judged exertions of individuals to oppoſe | it, or 


0 by the impunity. with which for A 9 1 it oy 


permit! itted to ſpread. 
In the early ſeaſon of 15 Police . * 


| plied my retired thoughts to an impartial inveſtiga- 


tion of the origin, nature, and effects of our Conſti- 


tution, and in the cool ſtudy of her lineaments, 7 


form, and features; 1 traced in her a ſimplicity 
| congenial with nature, a ſtructure calculated to 


. burvire / 
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Wette es every human ble 6 : "oy 
Ny admiration begat a love or the Se jon; 
and when 8 beheld her for 


my feeble, hand in her defence. I entered the liſts 
clad with noother than the fimple defenſive armour 


of civil freedom; ; for ſuch only i is to be found i in the 


arſenal of the Britiſh Conſtitution. Yet I beheld 


with aſtoniſhment and with alarm my fellow-com- 
batants ruſh forth againſt the enemy, encumbered 


with foreign arms and weapons, which for the laſt 
happy century had been diſuſed by Britons, 1 
| dreaded. the return of their unruly. courſers and 

ſcythed chariots amongſt their own ranks. And 


| henceforth, 1 pledge to my countrymen my moſt 
getermined efforts to exterminate for ever the 
fatal uſe of cheſe anti- conſtitutional weapons * | 


|; BN W165 ND eds Us; 


deſtrudtion. _ 
When 1 lately publiſhed the book which I enti- 


tuled Jura Ang lirum, I did it with the immediate 


and direct view of repreſenting the Conſtitution in 


its genuide colours, I deemed no other defence of 
it neceſſary againſt a man who would ridicule it 'by 
denying its very, exillence. In that work 1 have 
fully committed wylelf to my country upon the 


true principles of its conſtitution, and have thereby | 


5 contradted : a duty to maintain and. vindicate them 
| ta * lateſt breath, 


udely aſſailed by | Mr. 
Paine, I could not! reliſt the impulſe of raiſing E even 


5 Mr. | 


Y 


obſeryed?, Ther jn dhe blem Peale pate 
material alterations have been | 
about in the policy and character of gove 
| — as thoſe which have been marked 
14 by the tumult of public revolutions.” That there 
has lately been brought about a material alteration 
in the policy and character of this government and 
ttz-zis nation, the moſt obſtinate blindneſs alone will 
clar i ſimum ſalem ſanis atque patentiùus oculis videre ſe 
2 What the ultimate effects of ſuch alteration 
may be, I will not even hazard a gonjecture. 1 
ws well that the taſk of denouncing future 
evils: is often dangerous, generally 'fruitleſs, and 
always invidious. But as far as the alteration has 
hitherto been operative, every man muſt ſooner or 
later ſee the events which it has produced; for every 
man by being ſomehow affected muſt feel their con · 
ſequences, and it therefore behoves every man to 
form a right judgment upon them. To this end 
have 1 undertaken to ſubmit to the diſpaſſionate 
review of my countrymen, the ſyſtem and detail of 
meaſures carried on during the laſt twenty months, 
as the moſt important period of our national 
exiſtence. In taking up our hiſtory from the 

month of May, 12792, 1 ſhall cher tel, "= 


A 


n 91 ba of the preſent 'Diſcontents: viz in e 
5 TY] rick 


n s V 
ee OY affect in da ebe ebe | 

Site: of the Conſtitution of the Country, mere than 
the actual adminiſtration of its Government: and 
az th period compriſes tie time from the pubſica- 
tion of my Jura Anglorum, which was à mere ex- 
poſition of the actual ſtate of the Conſtitution wen 
is very exiſtence was called in queſtion; ſo it 
throws upon me the neceſſity of examining into 
che cauſes of every appearance of deviation in 
practice from the theory of thoſe enn ann 
5 there laid down as its true baſis. c 

I have always conceived the Britiſh Coiiſtitarion | 
15 be founded upon a democratic baſis, the free 
win and conſent of the people: that the\monar! 
chy and ariſtocracy, the other two'- comporient 
parts of that Conſtitution, ate cmanations and cred» 
- tures of that original ſource: of human power 
and from this baſe alone can Fr view! a mo- 
narehy or an ariſtocracy either take root, or acquire 
vigour and permanency. The democratie part of 
the Conſtitution, - which voluntarily fur the moſt 
wiſe and ſalutary purpoſes, ſhared its power with 


the monarchy and atiſtocracy; will ever feel an 


intereſt 1 in porting that which; it ſo providently 


3 
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17 . Not fo Mr. Burke: :; 125 Gow, that the e and 
ariffocratic parts of our Conſtitution are founded upon "the 


Crown as their ofertial vg: from the Chon d they eignet 


2) 
and by the energy of that main ſpring alone mult they be ſet in 
Alen Vid. Arfel . 46. 


conferred. 


Jjuſtiſtes the happy n 


— 7 ber —— — 
teſt in the free choice and conſent of a free people? 
— but in idea this foundation, would en- 
danger, if not overthrow; the moſt puiſſant ariſto- 
cracy;/ and ſhake, if not unprop, the firmeſt thrane 
that ever ſoſtained a monarch. But thus: ſecured | 
it may bid: defiance to the rudeſt aſfaults of open 
violence; as well as to the infidious attacks of dif- 
gie malice or miſguided” zeal.” The peo- 
ple of England are too ſenſble of the bleſ- 
bags ef their Conſtitution, madly to " Expoſe 
themſeldes to the unimeifurable evils of a pure 
democracy; but they will alſo preferve themſelves 
from fimple arfſtocraey, and from -vhbalanced 
monarchy.” In the compoſitjon of the three, they 


alone reſt"their ſecurity : the experience of ages 
ixture; and to perpetuate the 
equilibrium to the lateſt poſterity, it requires but 
that degree of 'vigilance'in its guardians, which is 
neceſſary to detect the deſigns of thoſe who daringly 
invade, or thoſe who may from re NE 
miſrepreſent the Conſtitution. 
wad Paine in attempting to detach? the ven 
mec mania of a pure demictacy d rected 


"of towards convincing” them,” that 


f — exerciſedinor the whole, they there. 
195 e no ſhare” whatever in the powers 
2M 4 | < - 


3 
| 
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3 two component parts of the ;legiſlature. 
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e hich. theo debate 


I then. ſaid, that c ic the obje& of this delegation of 
t power was, to render the diſſolution. nee 
ment as difficult as poſlible ; and the perfecti 
A * of its execution was that ſtupendous ee 


of power, that renders it almoſt morally impoſ- 
* ble chat one branch of the Wann, * 


3 ſtood Sonatas ao. = pole nies 
thoſe who denied the exiſtence of - a. Conſtitution 
in this country, I cannot feel myſelf free to retire 


from the challenge of others, who appear to have 


miſunderſtood or wilfully to have traduced . 
My alarms for the public ſafety become too ſerious, 


when 1 perceive dogmas propagated and counte- 
nanced. by thoſe to whom the public looks up with 
confidence, which go to deprive our: Conſtitution 


of its fundamental vigour and peculiar perfection. 


In developing the principles of the Conſtitution 
of England, any obſervation upon, or even refer- 


ence to the actual adminiſtration, of the Govern- 


ment might have ſeemed irrelevant to the ſubject. 


But in the application of thoſe principles to the 


Tn of meaſures actually 8 en the laſt 


e 5 . ye . A. p- 154. HO + — 


1 p l 
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ets of the edn pl as the actor of the 
1 25 ſcenes. I know the full extent of wy duty » 


taken z and >. pow once for all aſſure the. indwi. 
duals whom I ſhall have occaſion, 10 mention in 
che following ſheets, that 1 intend no perſong 
adulation nor cenſure, bur merely to uſe the com- 
mon right of every Engliſhman, to diſcuſs and ex- 
amine pub th, public. writings, 50 | 
ſpeeches, . - 


people, there can be no other partiality for any 
| particular miniſters, than +; conviction of their 
earneſtneſs and ability to follow up and ſupport _ 
| the. genuine principles and. ſpirit. of the Conſti- 
| tution. The people of England are an indulgent | 
= a. patient judge. Prodigal « of their Confgencey 
they are tardily rouſed. at the abuſe of it. In their 
| generoſity, they ſeldom give to the ſcore of malice 
what the moſt indulgent candour can refer to 
error of judgment. But there is a moment of 
misfortune and ſuffering, in which ſimplicity itſelf 
cannot be miſled. Recovered from the ſhock of a 


quick tranſition from proſperity and caſe to diſmayx 


and wretchednefs, they inquire upon reflection, as 
Memmius ie * But who are theſe men that 
A: 273 „ | 5 r 
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of 
tot, >the” cken of ler odgm 
confidbent, reectve effeck. s ! wy oft; 92 Oz 
"ok is the alteration See peu tHifid'fince 1 
te my late work, tliat, if That it now in band, 
1 Ta doabe” f the fafety of 'publitki thoſe 
ges in it, "Which f*(pertiap Wea 51 then 
Judgeck to be the "moſt emphatically conſtitutional 
of the whole. Tſould probably have "dropped my 
preſent purſuit: but it is ſometimes wiſe to borrow 
inſtruction from our opponent : fas oft & ab bete 
Siteri. I ſhall therefore avail myſelf of Mr Burke's 
Juſtification for hazarding the attempt 3 "Rv 


an undertaking of ſome degree of delicacy to ex- 


amine into the cauſe of public diſorders. If a 
man happens not to \ ſucceed in ſuch an inquiry, 
« he will be thought weak and viſionary: : if he 


touches the true gtievance, there is danger that 
he may come near to perſons of weight and 


4 conſequence, who | will rather be exaſperated 
Lat che eee or thelr” errors, | than hore 


At qui fant f qui i rempublicam occupayere? ? Homines ſcele- | 

link, irmmant "avaritia, Sehen howz, c * 2 
(4 Vidl dl Bode, Thoughts on the C e de Diſcon- 

tentz in the Year 1770, pages 1 and A2. 1 DD 


leck be d be ne ag Ait toe e 
Power if he cenſutes thoſe im power, he will be 
oke vpn Us. an inſtrüment of faction. Nut 
« in all exertions of duty forh&tiing is' to be Ha 
e urded. Fr caſts" of tutiult and diſorder, gur 
„y Rat in veſted every man, in fome fort, with 
« the authority of A magitrate. When the affiry 
Sof the nation are diſtracted, private people ate 
oY the ſpirit of that law Julke in ſtepping 4 
*littte"out of their ordinary ſphere. They enjoy 5 
2 5 privilege of ſomewhat more dignity ant Efe, 

| „than that of dale fatheritaridii over the calaihities 
4 of their country; They may Took into them Har- 
4 * duly; they may_reafon upon thenr kderatt ; | 
and if the y ſhould be ſo fortunate : as [7 ar 
2 cover the t 25 ſource of the miſchief, and to  fog- 
4 geſt a any probable method of removing it, thought | 
=. they may diſpleaſe the rulers of the day, they | 

re certainly of ſervice to the cauſe of ATR, 
yt ment.“ It i is a common aſſertion, that the 75 
of * hiſtory is only the portion of 2 A ſuceeeding, and 
therefore of 4 a | dj lintereſted * JOS. Such hif- | 


eto 1 enter upon. the narrative 125 events 
ed hiſtory, 1 feel. ĩt a duty to notice the rie, o- 
greſs, and effects of certain opinions, ſentiments, 
or prejudices, which appear to have paved the 
road for the whole train of evils which now e 
our ſuffering country. , Bf 

The year 1789 was — for the. ph 4 
aſtoniſhing of all revglutions, that of France. The 
impreſſion | of horror, | under, which it is 
ow viewed by all ranks, of people, creates an 
impoſſibility to ſpeak of it with that temperate. 
preciſion which the circumſtances of its firſt year's 
exiſtence might have warranted, It will be foreign 
* from my purpoſe to enter into its origin or progreſs. 
Suffice it to ſay, that whether the nature or the. 
abuſes of the ancient Government contributed 
more to the revolution, it was principally planned, 


and has been uniformly ſupported and carried on 
men of the moſt conſummate abandonment 


profligacy and impicty, It was, however, rather 
fing ular, that Mr Burke, who in his public and 


e capacity had been the avowed and ſteady 
friend 


1 f s che fir 10 pied a 45 

[vu ob Frans His RefledHons on the Revolution == 

| dk France, ugh | written with more than his 

-ufv val be and eloquence, © "broaght forth. 

7 Paine aine's Rights of Man as an anſy wer, and ki 

13 5 that x Polieal flame of controverſy which” has been 
 prodiyfine of the evils we all now ſorely lutment, 
d of which ng mortal hath ye. foreſeen”! the 
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From Mr Burke's character t uk im life, 

1 188 the influence of his opinions upon his felle $1 5 
ſubjedts, it does not ſeem unreaſonable to have e- 

 petted from him ſentiments at leaſt conſiſtent with 

the moſt manifeſt and general leading points f 

our Conſtitution, To account for any deviation in 
his books from this obvious tract of duty” 1 mn 
not attempt. If the plea of ignorance can! ſerve 4} 
kim, he may reſt his defence upon ir, and I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with having endeavoured to expoſe and —_— 
counteract the effects of his deluſive ele 2 
upon a very great part of this nation ro tho of: 5 


: ner his 785 dead and under the warmeſt 
— his own attachment to Governn 


he beguiles the unguarded and unſuſpecting ma 2 
_ Frinciples the moſt deſtructive of the Britin Con- 
i ATTN 8 | Kitucion, EY 


. Mr. HIS Jenigl of 
dhe Mb. princigles. of. init SONIA: kepred 
e (Fonfidence Hh 1e de by perſuading 

Werd into the eaſy LES, N 

 BaWgrs be bac the addreſs ta make proſelytes gf 


them o undeniable truths, in order to ſe ſeduce them 


as aPaing... n che 


of the t true : Origin, of 71 


moſt miſchievous of errors 


42 


| As Me, Burke's Reflections upon the ec 
of France appeared in the year 1790, it will be 


but candid, in making any obſervations pon them, 


to confine; (if poſſible) our ideas to the Previous 


circumſtances, of that revolution which .could 
alone, haue given ground for what he has advanced 
pon it. Few perſonz, I; believe, at this hour 


think or feel upon that ſingular event. 3 i may 
have thought or felt at the period f Mr. Burke's | 
fiſt; publication. Without any pretenſions to a 


more prophetic or . intuitive .cndowment than my 
neighbours, 1 profeſs from the firſt revolutionary 
| {ymptom 1 in France to have been decidedly of opi- 
niog, that it would end in confuſion, deſtruction, 
and horror. I ſtill, profeſs hat I, then Admitted, 
that the nature of the French Government was 
intrinscally bad, chat the abuſes of it were be- 


intolerable, and that. the political and. moral 


5 2 the whole kingdom called loudly for a 


general reform. Such circumſtances muſt ſupply 


5 eee re, 8 pl e 
| TOI - 


arguments, juſt 
Vespens, in che hands of dhe proßigate and i impi+ 
ous farally; deſtructive, as in che hands. of the vi- 
ee g api ehae enſured; peace and hl: 
lings tp, the chr: in dhe cauſe. of which ber 
were employed., Theſe ſentiments I publj 
clared within ſome, months after the * ic Ni 
Var. Buske Reflections :*..5 That the general 7 
«/abanganment of all revealed religion. by the high: 
© gt) ranks, and armies of France, had, more than 
any other. cauſe; been productive of. the pręſent 
Zr chat it had. bæcg planned, carried nm 
« and ſupported; by the maſt av oued atheiſts nnd”, £4 
« deiſts.of char Kingdom and d been 
RFI and oppoſed by all thaſe. who wẽẽrg 
N | by any impulſe, af religion or, morality. 1 
« The. ſappreſlion of every religious inſtirurion, Us 
15 n of the clergy, and the ſanctiſica tig 
| + of the aſhes af Rouſſeau and Voltaire, were. e 
infamous proofs, of theſe melancholy truths.” | *Y 
When I make this avowal of my on ſentiments 1 
upon the early ſtages, of the French Revolution, 1 i 
Favld not even hint an imputation to others, that 28 
their, Wing in Ow or. 8 oi d 75 
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Fonte bad gale den for nt in fact, 
eek eee ſpeatability; 


judgment. { thoſe of moſt 
others, who differed from me open the et of 


F 


* 


ö 
* 
; : I 


the French Revolution. ie SSC : 
Much elucidation upon this ſubje 
of the reflections upon the ſpirit and Ed of this 
ecdüntry in the reign” of Elizabeth” towards thoſe 
who ſtruggled againſt the abſolute, though legal ar 
long conſtituted Governments of Spain and France. 
So fat from its bring then reputed criminal to con- 
mend a republican form of TTL, or to 
= _ ſympathize 


% 


l e 
She with aw who were gegen to ef» 
large and ſecure their liberties, even by force, 
againſt their lawful Sorereign, that the public and 


Þ kate efforts or this? nation were mainly condu- 
ive to the gel eſtabliſhing of the Republic of 


Holland, ang Ac the procuring of an honourable 


capitulation to 5 the valiant defenders of La Rochelle. 
' Nay, ſome not ünuſeful obſervations may be 
drawn from the conduct of the counter- revolution- 


ary Mr. Burke, in the late conteſt of our Ame- 


xican colonies to throw off the mild government 


of their parent country. In his hard- laboured at- 


© tempt to juſtify his ſentiments and conduct upon 
that great ſtruggle of the coloniſts to eſtabliſh a 


free and "independent republic, he even boaſts .. 


— that, as they bad taten up arms from one motive hs 
that in, our attempting. to tax them without their con- 
ent; be certainly ntver could 22 never did wiſh the 
rolonifts to be ſubdued by arms.” It was ſurely leſs 
criminal in an Engliſhman to ſympathize with a 


foreign nation ſtruggling againſt the deſpotiſm of 


1 arbitrary monarchy, and to exult in the ſucceſs 


of their arms againft other foreign powers confe- 
derated to keep them in their ancient ſlavery, than 
to juſtify the rebellion of his fellow - ſubjects 
againſt the beſt of ſovereigns, and to wiſh ſucceſs 


to their arms againſt the mildeſt of governments. 


Appeal, 38, 39. 41 
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In reflecting upon AY Denies of France (as 
far as it had proceeded in 1790) Mr. Burke has 
taken occaſion to deliver a political code of doctrine 

upon our own Conſtitution, which has operated a 
very general (I wiſh I could add innoxious) effect 
upon this country. And, as he obſerves himſelf “, 
men ſometimes make a point of honour not to 
te be diſabuſed, and had rather commit a hundred er- 
* rors than confeſs one,” ſo has he in his ſubſequent 
works followed up, confirmed, and defended theſe 
doctrines, which it remains for me to prove, have 
brought ſuch miſchief and evils upon. the empire 
of Great Britain. 

Mr. Burke tells us, that in writing 1 Reflec- 
tions +. © he propoſed to convey to a foreign peo- 
ple not his own ideas, but the prevalent opinions 
« and ſentiments of a nation renowned for wiſdom, 
e and celebrated in all ages for a well underſtood 
& and well regulated love "of freedom : this was the 
„ ayowed purpoſe of the far greater part of his 
«© work.” And he adds, $ © It is clear, he is not 
* diſavowed by the nation whoſe ſentiments he 
* had undertaken to deſcribe, His repreſenta- 
ce tion is authenticated by the verdict of his coun- 
« try.” This is not the firſt verdict obtained by 
dint of eloquence. Mr. Burke has certainly rea- 


Letter to a Member of the National Aſſembly. 
+ Appeal, 2-3 
5 P. 4 


Ch. 3; 

fon to bag of his KS. upon this ſcore; but he 
generouſly 1 WAVES the glory. . Had his work, ſays 
« he, been recognized as a pattern for dextrous 
« argument and powerful eloquence, yet if it tend- 
«ed to eſtabliſh maxims, or to inſpire ſentiments, 
4 « adverſe to the wiſe and free Conſtitution of this 
6 kingdom, he would only have cauſe to lament, 
6 that it. poſſeſſed qualities fitted to perpetuate the 
* memory of his offence ; oblivion would be the 
only means of his eſcaping the reproaches of 

oy poſterity. „ That Mr. Burke did actually de- 
liver in his Reflections the opinions and ſenti- 
ments of the people of England, I muſt ever deny. 
| That the ſentiments and opinions, which he there 
diſplays, were afterwards adopted by the majority 
of the people of England, I reluctantly admit; for, 
in admitting it, I behold the lamentable revival of a 


ſpirit and of principles for more than a century ef- 


tranged from Britain. ; 
- Mr. Burke himſelf has ſaid, that nothing 
e ought to be more weighed, than the nature of 
c books recommended by public authority. So 
© recommended, they form the character of the 
« age.” By this teſt I mean fairly and boldly to 
try his own works. He has lately ſpoken unequi- 
vocally and repeatedly upon the nature of- our 
Conſtitution; I alſo have lately committed my ſen- 
timents to the public upon the ſame Tone”. 1 


FBerter to a Member, p. 30. | 
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my cauſe and my reputation, that principles fundamen- 


tally at variance with thoſe of my book are fundamen- 
tally falſe. Upon their falſity or truth I am fairly 


at iſſue with Mr. Burke: the public will judge 
upon the ſubject; for, if I am correct, the difference 


of opinion, ſanctioned as it is, intereſts them not 
lightly *. In ſuch caſe, I might ſay, + Now nunc 


agitur de vefigalibus, non de „eln inis: 


Does G anima mira in dubio of. 


Vid. Appeal, p. 9. 
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"Ma a. BURKE” 
The doctrine, that the 
ſovereignty whetherexer- 
ciſed by one or many, c did 
not only originate from 


the people, but that in 


the people the ſame ſove- 


reignty conſtantly and 
unalienably reſides, tends | 
to depute and delegate 


in my opinion to the 
utter ſubverſion not on- 
ly of all government in 
all modes, and to all ſta- 
ble ſecurities to rational 
freedom, but to all the 
rules and principles of 
morality itſelf. 
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The true and real baſis 
of civilor political power 


or ſovereignty which ex- 


iſts in each ſtate, is the 
original agreement, com- 


pact, or contract of the 


ſociety or community, | 
which forms that ſtare, ; 


the rights, which were in 


them individually in the 


ſtate of nature, to thoſe, 


whoſe duty it ſhould be- 
come to rule, protect, 


and preſerve the commy- 


nity; for in them zbe ſo- 


vereignty of power to al- 


ter, change, amend, and 


improve the conſtitution 


| and government of the 


community indefeaſibly 
reſides. The Acts of 
4 and 6 Ann make it 
treaſonable, not to think, 


C 3 but 


"4 20 
„ wa a ought 
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It; would We 3 to ſuperadd m 
obſervations to the words of the ſtatute. If a any 4 
« perſon ſhall, by writing or printing, maintain or 
< affirm that the Kings and Queens of this realm, | 
< with and by the authority of Parliament, are not 
« able to make laws and ſtatutes of ſufficient 
&« validity to limit the Crown, and the deſcent, 
« inheritance, and government thereof, every ſuch 
« perſon ſhall be guilty of high treaſon,” And 
1 have ſaid in Jur. Ang. p. 164, In the preſent 
« conſtitution of our Government, there can be 
«no Act of the People which is not an Act of 
« Parliament, nor any Act of the Parliament 


© which is not: an Act of the Epi; 5 


All dings in this his That our Sovereign 
(Dr. Price's) fulminat- owes his crown and ſtati- 
ing bull are not of ſo on to the free aſſent of the 


innoxious a tendency. people, which is the effi- 


His doctrines affect our cient cauſe of every free 


Conſtitution in its vital Conſtitution, I take to be 


parts. He tells the Re- true, ſound, and genuine 


volution Society in this Revolution doctrine, and 


political Sermon, that his as ſuch was it expreſsly 
Majeſty is almoſt the delivered by Mr. Locke 


| wn lawful King in the immediately after the 


world, Revolution 


. 


world, becauſe the only | 


one who owes his crown 


to the choice of his peo- 


ple. This doctrine, as 
applied to the Prince 


now on the throne, either 
is nonſenſe, and ther- 


fore neither true nor 
falſe, or it affirms 4 
moſt unfounded, danger- 


ous, illegal, and uncon- 
3 5 has more fully and clear- 
- Refieions, p. 16, 17. 


ſtitutional poſition. 


Revolution nad ken 
effect. Theſe which re- 
main, I hope, are ſuffi- 
cient to eſtabliſh” the 


throne of our great re- i 


ſtorer, our preſent King 
William, to make good 
his title in the conſent of 
the people; which being 
the only one of all law- 
ful Governments, he 


ly than any prince 


in Chriſtendom,” And 
1 AN Bracton, after enumerat- 
„%% ³ 1 OC our 

1 King, ſays, *For this end 
J 7 washecreated andelefed.” 
Ja, 167. 316. 


No one, who knows Mr. Burke, will believe him 
ignorant that the principles of the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution are almoſt the only free principles of any 
Monarchy in the world. No one, who knows 
him not, can ſuppoſe, that he wilfully traduces 
the obvious meaning of Dr. Price, in order to 
impoſe upon the nation. All agree, that Bracton 
in the 1th, and Mr. Locke in the 15th century, 
neither affirmed unfounded, dangerous, illegal, nor 

64 uncon- 
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unconſtitutional poſitions, in advancing mh 57. 


Price has mend. and Mr. Burke SUE 


kin Majeſty's | kein © 
and ſucceſſors, each in 
| his time and order, will 


come to the Crown with 
the ſame contempt of 
their choice, with which 


C his Majeſty has ſucceed- 


ed to that, he wears, 
Whatever may be the 


ſucceſs of evaſion in ex- 
plaining away the groſs 


error of fact, which ſup- 


poles, that his Majeſty 


(though he holds it in 


concurrence with the 
wiſhes) owes his Crown 
to the choice of his peo- 


ple; yet nothing can e- 
vade their full explicit 


declaration concerning 
the principle of a right 


in the people to chooſe, 
which right is directly 


maintained and tena- 


ciouſ) y adhered to. 
 Refieions, 20. 
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by far the greateſt part 


of the people of England. 
do now believe and 
maintain, that both his 


preſent Majeſty and tho 


late King William be⸗ | 


came entitled to the. e. 


vereignty of this Coun- 
try upon thoſe principles, 


which from the days of 


King William have been 
called Revolution princi- 
ples z not that they were 
formed, given, or even 
eſtabliſhed- by the Revo- 


lation ; but that the Re- 


volution was effected by 
them, No Sovereign, in 
fact, from King Egbert 


to his preſent Majeſty, 


has ever owed his Crown 


to any other, than theſe 


identical principles. hs 
. 167. 
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Burke, for inſulting any part of his ſubjetts with ; 


f and bnd baſis 2, On what other ground will he 


Un Majeſty can be . 1 


the afſurance that he holds his Crown, in contempt 
of any of Fhoſe, whoſe conſent, 2s Nr, Jocks 


us, can alone make, good bis title ta it, and 
without whoſe conſent, his Government would 


nat be lawful. What can be ſo unconſtitutional 


to depriye the Crown of its only true, 


rule and an occaſional 
deviation: the ſacredneſs 


ſecute the ove, but on the dae We 5 


of a free xople Pp 


1 is far 3 impoſſi- 
ble to reconcile, if we do 
not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
entangled in the mazes 


of metaphyſical ſophiſ⸗ 


try, the uſe both of a firſt 


of an her princi- 
ple of Government, with 


a power of change in its 


application in caſes of 


extremity, if we take 
the meaſure of them at 
the Revolution, the 
change is to be conſined 


to the peccant part only, 


As for all the other 
rights, liberties, and pri- 
vileges, which are com- 
monly ſaid to have been 
acquired, ſecured, or 
confirmed unto us at that 


period, by the Bill of 
Rights, or otherwiſe; it | 


appears evident, that 


nothing more was in fact 
gained by the people at 
the Revolution, than 
an expreſs acknowledg · 
ment or n * 


8 were entitled to, 
and might for ever em̃oy, 


r 


1 
| 
{ 
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lat h bus, thoſe” "rights, to eh 


ation; dal even then, it Knowledge,” or re- 
75 be effected without cognition, they had an 
whole civil and political coeval and equal with, 
maſs, for the purpoſe of but prior to the Sove- . 
originating a new civil reign'stitle to the Crown: 
order but of the firſt for the rights of the pes: 


elements of ſociety. © ple preceded the ori; ginal | 


Reflections, 29. compact upon which ſo- 
ciety was formed, and 
the rights of the ſove- 

reign were granted by 


the people for their : 


p- Na Tank 
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ad this doctrine i: Mr Bebe can be at ar 


underſtood, it implies the groſſeſt abſurdity and 


moſt palpable contradiction. A neceſſary deviation 


from a rule imports an impoſſibility to obſerve 
it: the actual deviation then becomes an act of 


neceſſity: that precludes free will, without which 


neither election nor conſent can even be conceived. 
And Mr. Locke, who knew ſomething of reaſon- 
ing and ſomething of the true Whig principles 


as well as Mr. Burke, compliments this very King 


bs pen his ing * his title to the 


throne, 


poſition of the indefeaſible title; not 


5 


5 1m _ 

thro! - not by the neceſſaty deviation — 
old rule of ſucceſſion, but by his being preferred 
to it without any other right than that of the con- 

2 the people: the only title to any lawful 


government. Swiniſni indeed muſt be the multi- 


tude, that can digeſt ſuch huſks of argument upon 
neceſſity. No, they will ever believe that William 
che Stadtholder was ſeated on the throne of Eng. 
land by the free choice and conſent of their 
anceſtors, as bis Majeſty is, and his ſucceſſor 


will be, by the like free choice and 8 of the 


rden 4 


I is 7 dümcult, 


perhaps impoſſible, to 
give limits to the mere 
abſtract competence of 
the ſupreme power, ſuch 


as was exerciſed by Par- 


liament at that time: but 


5 the limits of a moral 1 
competence, ſubjecting 


even in powers more in- 
diſputably ſovereign, oc- 
eaſional will to perma- 
nent reaſon and to the 


ſteady maxims of faith, 


juſtice} and faxed Fundy: 


fectly intelligible, and 


FIR" binding upon 


At this moment. this 
principle The ſovereignty 
of power ever did, and 
now does, unalienably re- 
fide 'in the people, exiſts, 
becauſe it is univerſally 
and invariably true: and 


it muſt for ever have ex- 
iſted, with the ſame force 
and efficacy that it now 
does, becauſe univerſal - 
truth excludes - all de- 


gives. From dis inen 


principle Mat "ariſen 


all the various changes, 
innovations and im- 
provements, which have 


N « « „ 
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This 3 ar the actual eat X power by 
Parliament defeats the idea of a neceſſary deviation 

from the rule. And Mr. Burke, by admitting 
this only to be a mere abſtraft competence of the 
ſupreme power, again flies in the face of the Act of 
Ann, which never could have made ſuch abftre8 
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tompetence the ſubject of a poſitive _ and much 


n high trafen. 
80 far is ix from being The. * as 
true, that we acquired a which were then taken 


right by the Revolution 


to elect our Kings, that 


did, at chat time, moſt ſo- 
lemaly renounce and ab- 


dicate it, for themſelves 


and all their poſterity 
for ever. Theſe gentle- 


men may value them- 
ſelves as much as they 
pleaſe for their Whig 


W but I never 
| 1 delire 


| bably ſuggeſted and re- 
if we had poſſeſſed it be- 


commended by Lard 


upon our having re- 
nounced any rights at 
the Revolution: on the 
contrary, they were a+ 


and avowed purpoſe of 
keeping alive the genuine 
conſtitutional principles, 


l de be thought vpe which the right of 
0 Whig than Lord the people to alter the 
Somers, or to underſtand ſucceſſion” and govern- 
the principles of the Re- ment was exerciſed at 
 volutionberterthan thoſe the Revolution; and up- 
| by whom it was brought on the preſumption, that 
about, or to read in the the Church of England 
Declaration of Right any could not be brought in- 
_ myſteries unknown to to danger by the propa- 
| thoſe, whoſe penetrating gation or maintenance of 
ſtyle has engraved in our thoſe principles. 5 
ordinances, and in ou ane 107. 
law. | Refs, _ 


| Here Mr. Burke outſoars the Uebel t flights 
of Toryiſm. The idea of a nation poſſeſſing a 


5 fundamental right of altering its Government at 


one time, and diveſting itſelf of it at another, is 
. truly new. Our Revolution then of 1688 bot 
only operated a change (by neceſſary deviation 
from the rule) in the tenure and deſcent of the 
Crown of England, but alſo in the very eſſence 
of fteial nature. For as long as ſociety ſhall laſt, 
chere muſt be Government, and whilſt there is 
- Government, it muſt be in its nature alterable by 
che community which framed it. I ſhould be guilty 
0 Techn were I to Roy” this of the Britiſi 
eee eee Bir, Government. 
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For limit the Crown, ond the 
deſcent, in beritance, and government thereof, as ; the 


nation pleaſes, - opens every poſſible avenue to | 


0 alteration that buman Ingenuity can deviſe. : 


The two Houſes; in 


che Act of King Wil- 
lam, did not thank God 
that they had found a 
„ ps aſſ 


a right to chooſe 3 
own Governors, much 
leſs to make an election 
the only lawful title to 


the Crown. Their hav- 


ing been in a condition 
to avoid the very ap- 


pearance of it, as much 
as poſſible, was by them 
conſidered as a providen- 


tial eſcape. They threw 
a politic well wrought 
veil over every circum- 
tance tending to weaken 
the rights, which in a 
meliorated order of ſuc- 


| ceſſion they meant to 


perpetuate; or which 


might furniſh a prece · 
dent for any future de- 
paüarture 


. 
The ee ee 
National Convention, of 


the circumſtances, that 
\ ed them tothe exerciſe of 


their inherent and inde- 
feaſible rights, which 1 
call the verdi& of the 


nation, ſo far from be- 


ing calculated to ſuppreſs 
or diſſemble the matter 
of fact, appears to have 
been worded with the 
moſt cautious intention 
of handing down to the 
lateſt poſterity a full 
and faithful ſtatement of 
the fats, which induced 
them tomake, and would 
induce poſterity to ap- 


prove of and ſupport 
' theſe, alterations in the 


Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment of the Conn : 


try. They make thig 


6 expoſition, 


2 13 


5 parture from what they expoſition, _ or rather 
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then ſttled for ever. 15 boaſt of the circ 
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Whatever reluctance Mr. Burke may now feel 


do unveil or diſcloſe the truth of facts and princi- 


ples, he does much injuſtice to our anceſtors in at- 


tempting to fix that imputation upon them. They 


even boaſted of the rights they then exerciſed; and 
perpetuated with all poſſible caution the prece- 
dent on which they acted, not only to juſtify their 


| own proceeding, but to ſan&ion poſterity to follow 


the example, in caſe they ſhould ever be expoſed 
to the like melancholy occaſion. They had no 
other idea of perpetuity in the Act of Settle- _ 
ment, than of entailing the Crown in the Brunſ- 


vick _ under certain conditions. And to fay, 
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by a future Act of Patliament, 3 is ; treaſoh, by the 


very trite ſtory, to recall 
to your memory all choſe 


_circumftances which de- 


| but to all thoſe who did 


not wiſta in effect to recall 


King James, or to de- 
luge their Country in 


blood, and again to bring 


their religion, laws, and 


© liberties into the peril 


they had juſt eſcaped, i it 


was an act of neceſſity in 


the ſtricteſt moral ſenſe 


in which neceſlity ca be 


: taken. | Reflections 23. 


 krate, the ipiritand prin 
: , - ciples of the Revolution 
ay he | 25 wer ue pee | 
7 7 Jug 180. 
| Even 


was not properly achoice; 


Act of Ann, which Act was paſſed for the better 
ſecurity of her Augeiy i Palin and Oven. 


„en be to tepesta 


Some perſons may al- 


ſo formerly have been 
prepoſſeſſed of the idea, 
that the Revolution was 
an act of neceſſity in the 
ſtricteſt moral ſenſe in 
which neceſſity can be 
taken; and that it never 
ſhould furniſh a prece- 
dent for any departure 
from what they had then 
ſettled forever. Through 


fear and anxiety there- 


fore, leſt in theſe prepoſ- by 
ſeſſions the genuine prin- 


ciples of the Revolution 
might merge and be- 


come extinguiſhed, the 


Nation at different times 
bas taken the moſt ef- 
fectual means to perpe- 
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al excluſiont'was not an . but 
d conſent.” The Nation tight hab 
. ities him either with or without Hiew"condi®. | 


| Sons. But much leſs was the election of William . 5 
ks as, i all en was „ diſſolved pro 3 | 
bim and the crown; and to opeh the las in his fas - Bo 


ce of the Peelend bet, | 1 MN 


tardineſs to diſcover an efficient confent in he | 
people, can find out by what fort of neceſſity the . 5 
don paſſed over the ifſue male and legal heir ab. ; 
ing pan; or 10 wrap it up with its contents in a "SY 
| Politic well-wrought yeil ? This in fact was che NIP : 
_ bring forward to the broadeſt day light. Was ie 
| another or the ſame act of neceſſity which , | 


led: and obliged the nation to compliment hs 
Stadtholder of Holland with à limitation of the 
erown, in default of iflve of the Princeſſes Mary - 

and Ann, to the heirs of ren i dee DES 


ad Ro Brunſwick Family as « ET 


San 
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7 


mme condition, of Proteſtamiſm 


atary limication of. hs crown ae 
hbeis of che body of a Dutch Stadtholder upon 
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ener -upqualiied. even With 
A reluctance to 
it nee misciples will always drive do fallity 
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eee N- the Nation aſſerts gene- 
an of Rische Par- rally, chat abuſes and en 
to che King; croachments were made. 
lune ts have inhe- O attempted by the 
rite thisfreedom, claim- Crown..in open and di- 
ing their, franchiſes, not rect violation of the an- 
eee principles 46 cient and indefeaſible rights - 
the, rigbis of. men, but as of the people. And there- 
the rights of Evgliſh- fore the operative part of wy 
men, andꝭ as a patrimony that ſtatute, which re- 8 
derived from their fore · lates to thoſe tights and 
Fathers, Seld Selden and the /iberties, does not enact 
33 profoundly learn- any thing new by way of 
ed. MEN, men, who drew this grant, or even confir- 
Penta of righe, were as mation of thoſe: nigbis 
well acquainted, at leaſt and liderties to the peo - 
with all the general prin- ple 30but it conſiſts of 
cle concerning the theſes! ſingular, words: 
_ tights of men, as any of They: do claim; demand, x 
| their. difcaurſers: in our. a * inſt upon all and 
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9 Wh abämdieyp Mr. Burke e 7 
Zh the, public by this argument, I cangot even con- 
e. Would he have Engi/ſomen claim Engliſp | 

liberties, as the rights of man, or even ſocial man, 
which are common to all mankind and not pecu- 
ar to Engliſhmen? 1 defy Mr. Burke's ingenuity 
and eloquence to frame a more pointed, concife, ' 
and abſolute claim (even upon abſtract principles) 
than this of our anceſtors claim of their ſundamen- 
tal rights and liberties. Their preface is, that 


their monarchs had heretofore. encroached upon 5 


them. Theit claim: Ve claim, demand; and ins 
aon the . as our aul e and liber- 


* 
tler. 1 LIE 
N 12 Fa 5 V 8 F 17 5 


5 - The W 8 of ea · ¶ Since the firſt inſtitu· 
ſhiering Kings, of which tion of civil or political 9 5 


teſe gentlemen talk ſo government upon earth, 


much at their eaſe, can there never exiſted, in 
rarely, if ever be per- my opinion, an inſtanes? 
formed without force. It ia which the tranſoenden- 
chen becomes a caſe of cy of this /overeigu right  . 
war and not of Conſtitu, SOSREY was fo clear. | 
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amongſt arms; and . 


bunals fall to the ground 


with the peace, they are 
no longer able to uphold. 
The Revolution of 1688 
the people in reality and 
practice carried kłheir 


war, in the only caſe, 


in which any war, and 
much more a civil war, 
| can be juſt. . 5 


zaum, 43. 


"OT the RO ve 
unconfined theoriſts, | 


8 in that demea 5 


diſſolution of Govern- 
ment, which was occa- 


ſioned by the abandon- 


metit or dereliction of it 


rights to an extent fat 


e 155 5 


What is dined Fa war, 15 e by: con- 


ne Mr. Le 


cke did not look up to conqueſt for 


a good title to King William. And Mr. Burke 05 
cannot be ignorant, that Parliament ordered even a 
| biſhop! s book to be burnt, for teaching that King 
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William's right t to the thioge” had been 1 bong 


1 e 
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' The eee Ine 
Cl demarcation, where 
obedience! ought to end, 
and reſiſtance muſt be- 
Sia, is faint, obſcure and 
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that of the l 
uw limitation the very. 
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FS is Engliſh Confti. 
tution, the power of the 
Sovereign or King is 
conſined or limited to 
6 Js 
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8 . 3 Aa. weber e conſes - 1 

| Kngleovent, which" de. quently where there is 

Rs: nn King nor Sovereign, 

eee E Att there the paſſive obedi 

e ee non reſiſtance 

amd 24.75%: e eee, wy 

EW 8 of the queſtion, as 1 

55 {Here i is an oben nbd „ 3 0 tia 5 

doctuine of paſſive obedience and non reſiſtance. 

It can only have effect in abſolute monarchies. | 

(Jur. Ang. 471.) “ In regal Governments was 

1 this doctrine engendered, ſoſtered and reared; 

and when: our Kings wiſhed or attempted to 

. & erect themſelves into regal arbitrary ſovereigns, 

« they attempted; at the fame time to tranſplant 

et it into this country.“ Woe unto ſuch attempts 

by een or ae f ; > 

"Rings in 90 0. ſenſes - Thoſe: 15 as: co 

ate the ſervants of the King? s ſovereignty from 
people, becauſe their the immediate appoints 

dae has no other ra- ment of the community, 

tional end, than that off undervalue and contemn 5 
general advantage: the people, in propor- 

ne is not true, that tion, as they ſuhſtract 

| they are in the ordinary from the e 
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tion at leaſt) any thing 
1 ſervants the ef 


ſence of whoſe ſituation 
is to obey the commands 
5. ſome other, and to be 


removable at pleaſure. 


2 che King of Great 


Britain obeys no other 
| perſon z all other perſons 
are individually, and 
collective ly ioo under him, 
and owe to him a "_ ' 


obedience. „ 
ee, 41. 
„ 2 
| W kn 


to the prince, 5557 IG, 
ayowal of che relative 


regen fog 50 


honour to the people. 


1 ſhall / therefore here- | 
after conſider the ſub. 


miſſion and reſpect due 
from the ſubject to the —_ 
ſovereign as a civil duty. 


and and obligation, which 


every member of the 
community is indiſpen · 


ſably obliged to per. 
form under the penal- 
dies which the State has 
annexed to We rence | 
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. Mr. Burke difſembles no 1 155 Ab 


wines; be is explicit, and formally. ſubjects both 

| houſes of Parliament to the abſolute and ſole will. 

_ of the King. The Nation can only act collective. 

ly through- their repreſeniatives in Parliament 3 
and if they collectively owe the King a legal obe- 
Fe may he impoſe law. upon them: tho 
conſequences of ſuch A are rather ſexjous 1 
e ne e 5 
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was A. ehen on in the and 

ner King Willd; individuals" 
a ſmall and temporary community 
deviation from the ſtrict have before F pla my x 
Jer of a regular bhere- when candidly viewed, 
 ditary fucceſfon: but it 1 hope; ſufficiently juſt | 
15 againſt all genvine tify and” for ever eftas 
principles of jurifpru- bliſh'the principles upon 


dence to'draw a princi- which our anceftors ef- 
ple from a law made in fected the Revolution, 


x" ſpeci 
— an individual this day chetin and 
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What Mr. Bone calls a We 9 4 


al caſe, and re. and their poſterity to 


. ſupport it in its rf 
nue, 23. —— gene ane effects. 
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2 5 Was che moſt arbitrary, wide, voluntary ſettle- 


fad that ever was made of a crown. Extingihhs © 


ing the ga rights of an unoffending unheard: in- 


revelations of religion, but allo prechiditg 
ge of ſucceſſion from the ver 
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e y poffibility of dell. 
aer ane ende. 
5 3 


che ld 8 5 


© 


* FO N a 


1 „ 4 V 

"owt Ne den of 1 its preſent tenure. I wonder not 
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5 N ae Sir, they WEL 
many on the Continent you to underſtand th; 
dieser pifiake! * | there. is a, very noted | 
. f a King of ſentence, a favourite 
"Great Britain. He is a maxim or rule in the 
" Eing, 2 0 pot an ex- civil law ; That which 5 
tcutive officer. If he will pleaſes the Prings, has 
not trouble himſelf with the effect of a law,” The | 
gontemptible details, nor laws of England admit 
wiſh to degrade himſelf” of no ſuch maxim, or | 
by becoming a party in any thing like it. A 
little ſquabbles, I am King of England does 
far from ſure, that a not bear ſuch a ſway 
King of Great Britain, in over his ſuhjects as a 
y hatever concerns him King, merely, but in 3 
282 King, or indeed as a mixt political capacity: 
rational man, who com- he is obliged by his co. 
bines his public intereſt ronation oath to the oh- 
wich bis perſonal ſatiſ. ſervance of the laus, 
ſaction, does not poſſeſs which ſome of our Kings 
"a: more real, ſolid, ex- have not been able to 
tenſye power, than the digeſt, becauſe thereby 
King of France was poſ· they are deprived of that 
"oe: of before this free exerciſe of domi- 
5 miſerable. ) 
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ſiderable. His indirect have, Who preſide and 
and tar more certain govern by an abſolute re» | 
gal power; who, in pur 
- ; ſaance-of the laws of 
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So inthe. hier ak of pluck 5 
focuriry both of king and ſubje@it the de® = 


wb Jimited power of the Crown. This contraſt of che 


abſolute government of France agaiaſt the limited 5 
monarchy. of England by Forteſcue is boldly in- 
erte by Mr. Burke, who thinks, I preſume, the 


legiſlitive power in che individual to be the neceſ- 


ſary ſupport of 'a/ modern king of England, 10 


eaten NT owes a e obedience. 
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e eee > Wherever, ada 5 


1 not the glo : ſentation of truth has 


ry of 1 exiſted, and that miſre- 


(e. b The Brat attended with perni - 
: tion may have. cious conſequences, dif: 


its advantages pointed cuſſion alone can cure 


out to wiſe and refle&t- the evil. I openly avow 
jag minds: but it is of this to be the intent of 


to thoſe YR com- view dic x ak t 


ade ** takes in too make the moſt public 


ws, it makes and unequivocal profefe  _. 


too many combinations” ſion of thoſe principles 
to be ſo much as com- Which have engendered, | 
ONE ea mae, 


* 


and ae under. our Conſtitution, and 
Proſound which, if ſtrictly ad- 
1 will know it hered to, muſt ever pre- 
in its reaſon and ſpirit. ſerve it in full vigour; 
e leſs enquiring will and ſo perpetuate it to 
inline. uit, in their the laceſt poſterity- 1 
ſeelings and their ex- am very far from wiſh? 
11 3 ing o draw a veil vet 
15 che princi iples whioh J 
. ; NO. 1 5, . | Government ache ol 
. . r et + 3; CUR its By * 
and myſterious principle of Ma 
| Burke tends firſt to blind, then to irritate, and 
finally to miſlead the mulutude. The knowletige 
of their rights will encourage them to preſerve / 
them. If they be ignorant of what they have; 
they will attempt to acquire what they are not en- 
titled to. And hence the cataſtrophe of diſorder 
and confuſion. Mr. Burke did not always ſee” 
through that hazy miſt which now dims his ſight. 
le could formerly ſce, that 5% In all diſputet 
« * ſurprion-was. at lealt aps in boar ot 
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7 reaſoner upon the conſequences. The firſt fruits 
of his extraordinary political miſſion were truly . 


: hows Rake 
F prevlen, * n 
8 en ade fond ah in dhe Conſti 
e tion, or in the conduct of Governmen 
e people have no intereſt in diſorder. When 
"Eithey-do wrong it is their error, not their crimes 


But with the governing part of the ſtate, it is fa 
__ © qtherwiſe. They certainly may act by ill deſign, 
das well as by miſtake.” The confirmation of 


 Wnorance is a very new mode of correcting error. 


Upon the publication of Mr. Burke's book, the 


readineſs, if nat avidity, with which the majority 
of the country imbibed his principles was as aſto - 
niſhitig to the obſerver as it was alarming to the 


, N the baryeſt returned a hundred 
fold : and if the purity of his zeal could admit it, 
. e pardon the emotion of vanity that be 
number and quality of his proſelytes.might raiſe 


in his breaſt. He had the addreſs, or the png No 


or the good or the bad forrune, 10 ſeduce be 
public into the convicti eee, e. 


opinion upon the policy or propriety of every mea. 
| ration became the unequi vocal and 
irrev ocab! B reſt of ſy, or em to Fear Britiſm 5 


1 


5 


eloquence were now experic | 
and general een of the nation to ss dee 
of meaſures began to mo directed by the 5 — | 
acquired ſpirit of this regenerated ſyſtem, It will 
be ſcarcely credited by poſterity, hat at the Cloſe © 
of the 18th" century, the condemnation. of 'Mr: 


exitninired byche ber and emphatical appellai 


6f the community. en en 


political 


5 5 | . 3 4 ) 
on into two parties, 


of nodern and ancient Whigs: His own words will 


will ſhew wers ee Ne not 9 u Jet 


Burke and of his book upon the Revolution of 
France, and of his principles, became in the eyes 
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beſt explain the mitaning of the terms. The 
«©: modern Whigs in Parliament, who are ſo Wart 
in condemnation of Mr. Burke and his Beek, 
{and of courſe of all the principles of the ancient 

onſtitutional Whigs of this country. In de- 
fiance however of this fulminating bull of excom- 
munication againſt all the diſſenters from Mr: 
Burke and bis book and his principles, ſome few 
o dared expreſs their difſent and proteſt againſt 
them, ſtood firm to the principles of the aneient 
Conſtitutional Whigs of this kingdom. They were 
not the larger, but time and reaſon and 


Ei betend dur Jad been eftabliſheti.unter he 


denominations of Friends of che People, Friend 
- "is parliamentary Reform, or the Liberty of the 


| Febſs, and the Whig aod other Clubs for conſtitu· 


Sodal information. All theſe, together wich the 

non approvers of Mr. Burke and bis book, are 
protmiſcuouſly involved 
erterminated from the pale of the Conſtitution, 
and eee | as ber avowed and determined ene- 
Such was the enthuſiaſm of this new and 


5 5 er coalition, ſuch their confidence in their 


newly acquired ſtrength, that policy and prudence. 
were not even attended to. Inf 
and dividing their oppo! 
ereaſed their numbers, Dy e the male 


ee . 80 king in one common n of | 


0 A . is all the aeg ee 9 
tuticndl Whigs of this conntry.- I carry not my ſcepris 
eiſm to the height of thoſe, who have denied ** ex 


iſtence of any enemies: to our Conſtitution amongſt 
us. * I hold —_ man, who adopt the 155 
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dnents, they fooliſhly in- 
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| Geally convinced than other Sie chav: s lair 
5quiatizy- of adbeſion in all popular dif- g 
: — by which they entwine and | Eo 


upon approximation. At this hour eee ; 8 
a 1 | fries cal upom them, to prevent the increaling 


I and conſequently ſtrength of the male- c 
rents.” Thi could only be ee by diſngigng : 
tuin different wiſhes from others, who aimed at the 
total ſubverſion of the preſent eſtabliſnment. The = 
nation would then have known who were friends, 
d who enemies tothe Conſtitution. Then ur. : 
; thi wy but wicked'and miſchievous g 
io correct the abuſes, as many ates to 0 defy | 

the principles of Governmet 
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2 vices ſhall appear. 


0 to attack the vital parts and m 
e eee ee 3 that any 


ſeaſonable, ſo proper, bo neceſſary· 
abe remedy, um when the diſeaſe threatens 


ion, is 20; } produce internal evidence 
or vice in the ſyſtemz 


Nen Sen rogreſs 
station or improvement of a ſyſtem is concl 
, that the ground-work of the ſuper. 
is in its nature firm and permanent. I 


1 to trace and mark the ad- 
5 doaftimmtan t ns. wradus | 


« ep erection of vl e > 
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or to Di er nid 
the eee from which. alone has ariſen the Brit iſui 

n, has been holden out, as an intention, 
 defign, and effort to ſubvert and annibilace it. T 


ondemr Mr. Burke and his book, became a re-. 


to reſiſt the bl of be and; Na 
power over e ya was the war-whoop of re- 
bellion; and à good wiſh to the happy eſtabliſh=. - 
ment of a better order of things in France, was an 


unequivocal determination to overthrow the whole 
ſyſiem of our preſent eſtabliſhment. To the magi- 


cal charms, ot overbearing powers of Mr. Burke's 
eloquence the Whole nation almoſt, for a time, 


| bowed dayn and ſubmitted. But 1 füll boaſt c 


che teluctance and indignation, with which I ever 
beheld him wave on his. triumphant pennant; the 

too confident device, Qui non eſt pro nobis contra 
patriam es. Such, however, for the (ill. fared) 
moment, was the mark of the beaſt. Whether 
Thomas Faine would level all diſtinctions Mrs 
Fox propagate: his ideas of a revolutionary Whig, | 
Ms, Erik ine ſtand up for the rights of juries, or 
N Grey promote à parliamentary reform, they 
were all equally confounded in the condemnation 
of Mr. Burke * his e of courſe equally 
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75 "involved inn tlie e ; 


he ancient Conſtitutional Whigs of this co TY 
Tho ah the dreams of : Britons may be general, 1 
bey are tranſient, and cheit waking reſet will i} 
do away the deluſion. += iy 15 alone bY? 
» The ſpirit of a ſyſtem of Government isnot/only. 
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N eee ſpecific acts of an Adminiſtta- 


tion, but it pervades and directs every meaſure 
: which. the country, under. its influence, purſues 
and adopts. In this miſguided ſpirit of attribut - 
ing e the whole diſaſters of che country to the wiſhes 
and exertions of the friends of the people, and the 
promoters of a parliamentary reform, we have be- 
bolden parochial meetings throughout the king- 
dom, eſtabliſhed, as their reſolutions generally 
run, 10 preſerve tbemſelves againſt the borrid attempts 
F daring and ſeditious men, who, under the ſpecious 
| fretence of riformation, wiſh to ſubvert the Gonftitution 
and Government ef the country. To ſuch of you, my 
countrymen, who now ſee, or who ever have ſeen 
the neceſſity of ſuch a reform, who now are exert- 
ing, or who ever have exerted yourſelves in bring: 
ing it to bear, I apply, whether you now. have, or 
ever bad a wiſh, intention, or deſign to overturn 
the Conſtitution, or annihilate the Government of. | 
the country. If on the contrary, you with and 
expect that the Conſtitution ſh mould receive ſtrengtb 5 
and vigour from the adoption of the meaſure, in 
what 10 85 in What N r 1 
tat 1241 "Et 2 
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quents have diminiſhed 


rigour towards ſtate 


dme diſcontents which Rill- ſubſiſt in che nation ? 


: q dual and diſtantly progreſſive form; 


If it were not unconſtitutional, if it were not ſedi- 
tious, but if i it were commendable and patriotic 
td bring motions into the Houſe of Commons for 
aboliſhing the corruption of our popular repreſen . 
tation, what ſpecious reaſoning, what ſtate: impo- 
fition-ſhall convince. you, that to meet with a view 
and intention of following up the ſame object is 
to convene upon purpoſes of ſedition and tumult? 
If the end of your meeting be conſtitutional, your 
actual aſſemblage is legal. Free thoughts upon 
political ſubjects are congenial with the ſpirit of 
a free Conſtitution : they are conducive. to its 


preſervation; they are eſſential to its exiſtence, 
The preſent perfection of our Conſtitution was 


not effected by one government nor in one cen- 


tury : it boaſts the tranſcendent p. 


nen your eyes, my countr. 


tions — trace their moſt ſtup 


Ez 
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 this'great. end before parliament, and the third of 
tem, when he was, as he. ſtill is, at the head f 
c Key eee eee county 
are liable to and ought to be made to feel the 
full ſeverity. of the laws. Would not more timely 


pages of paſt hiſtory, . view the various © rock 


) ir original ſources. * n 


8 ſtare of Europe,” A the ee 
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rity againft licentioaſneſs, is the m0 
Jets and ſure enjoyment of fair liberty. Dread= 
ful are the cofiſequences of convincing the people 


| that they know not their own ſttuation; ne 


remonſtrances are ſfighted; that the proſ 
their grievances being redreſfed is deſperute. Ex: 
renſive, ruinous and awfob are the circuniſtances - 
which have forced the late diſcuſſions upon politi- 


cal and civil freedom. But truth and juſtice riſe 


but of reflection, are invigorated” by diſcuſſion; 


and triumph when diſplayed to the broad light of 


conviction. How glorious is it for our Conſtitu · 
tion in this critical moment of ſevere and hoſtile 
inveſtigation to continue to command the love 


_ and attachment of thoſe; who are bleſt wih it, 


and the reſpe&t and admiration of- all who know 


Tt; that no other altei tion is even wiſhed to be 


Ane conſequentiʒ are emphatically hounden to 
lie obſervance of the laws, by the free election of 
| their — in 8 Ay * then 


©  Tivt, or withes' to fubvert the Conſt 
country, who queſtions this elementary principle 


introduced into it, than a cloſer conformity in the 
ptactices of popular election with its effential and 


unalterable principles! For the man either knows 
itution of his 


Uf it—That the people partake in the legiſlation, 


as 
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eee eee e e. FAN as 
mitting che neceſty and denyiug the expediency | 
of the meaſure ꝰ Can they be compelled to be- 
liese the evil practical and the ctemedy but aa 
airy viſion? Will iche people of England be ter- 
vified out of their conviction by the thundering 
veto of Mr. Burke? Unlimited and unknown 
areichedneſs! wills overwhelm our country, whilſt  - 
O condemn ede e cee ae is to con- 
demn all the 3 of the ancient Cant 1 5 


<3 ee eee that the anfabn moment is ar- 
rived, in which the deluſive veil of art can no lon- 
get withhold the reality from our eyes: but 1 wWill 
aſſirm that the preſent moment is of dire portent. 
At; ſeriouſly behoves us not only to reſcue the 
purity of our Conſtitution from the rude violence 
of anarchy, but alſo from the more dangerous, 
pbecauſe more latent efforts of miſguided zeal or 
maſked defence. T o ſecure to the Crown is « con- 
Iſtitutional prerogatives, and to Surſelves our con- 
| — rights and privileges, are purpoſes not 
only reconcileable, but ſo connected, that every 
meaſure that Rs e endan- 
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een ain io gau and ardour to 
ſecurities for the contin ance of Bas 


which it is calculated to confer. For ne 


poſe we muſt view facts as they ariſe, we muſt 


explore their ſouroes, and follow them in their 


tendencies. Cool and diſpaſſionate throughout, 
let the voice of reaſon and deciſion of truth and 


juſtice diſplay the ſuperior excellence of a ſyſtem 


which is of its nature proof againſt the violenee 


ol ſedition and the more nem of eloquent 


A 
ther, It is tinted diet l ige at 
uence, which bas ip long preſented through > 


Its undiſguiſed beauties will 


d e eee 1 Jer eie e e e e eee 
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Before I proceed, my e 1 elan | 
refiſtble impulſe to redouble my. attempts to im- 


pteſs you with a zuſt ſenſe of the e ere 
vhich miiſt enſue from your perſevere 


-Burke's principles. I am not the voice of parry, 


turhulende, or faction. I love and revere the 
Conſtitution of my country. When it was open- 
Iy attacked, I hope I defended it upon the true 


and proper grounds; I ſee it now in more dan - 
ger than I then did: and I mould be juſſly ſtig - 


matized with che moſt daſtardly. baſeneſs, were I 
no to deſert the cauſe, beęauſe its defence had 


become more difficult and hazardous. In combat - 


ing the open enemies of che Conſtitution I, was 
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In attempting; to ſecure the Conſtitu- 


| Honig the deſtructive meaſures of its beguil- "8 
[ed friends and beguiling (though diſguiſed). „ 


3 mies, I have to diſpoſſeſs feelings; unrivet preju- 


dices, and conquer the ſtubborn pride.of mental = 


; ns and ill directed zeal. Ho ec 210 
I in the preſervation ol the Br rſh, Conltity 


tion you place your ſecurity againſt the anarchy, 


confuſion and horrors of your Gallic neighbours; | 
it behoves you ſeriouſſy to reviſe the political 
Creed of Mr. Burke, which; now ſeems, to have 


acquired ſo powerful an influence on the meaſures 
of public policy. The abſolute and arbitrary pow- 


er of the French monarchy. created and fed that 


volcano. of abuſes, which in its dreadful eruption 
has deſolated its own and menaced deſolation to 


all ſurrounding kingdoms. This new Thauma- 


turgus and evangeliſt, of royalty has revealed a 
new myſtery to his ſubmiſſive devotees, that the 


"indirect power of the King of Englaud is great in. 
deed; and more 'extenjfve than what the” King "of - 


France was poſſeſſed of before this miſerable revolu- 


1 Will you believe it, my countrymen? 1 
will not. What the dire power of our King is, 


we all know, that know the limits and bounda- 


5 ries of the law. But what his indirect er is, 


which is more extenſive than, L the arbitrary will 
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| of an Wipes Whig u u the verge of his grand - | | 
imaRteric. ' Bur if it 40 exiſt, it bedonks dd to 
make our obſervations üpon its motions; with | 
more than ordinary accbracy: it behoves us to 
guard againſt the devouring heat of its petihefion. | 
Tue Very teldtion of Wife and effects WAN Giite 
| Britons into the moſt alarming cautibtis,” bos, 

| they admit the introduction or permit the exiſt- 


ence of a power in thelr crown more [extenſive 
dan char of the fourth Henry or the "fourteenth . 
Louis of France e. n ee e 
I ſhall now endeavour to withdraw 5 
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. | opening of this period: of our Eloy 5 
5 ee © us the glowing clouds of a ſultry 
evening, that forebode a night of ſtorm and horrors. 
We had, perhaps, indulged with too loxuriant a 


confidence he rande of eee the 


5 e eg and credit ef our 1 
merchants. had ſo tly poured an "overflow | 


of revenue into the danach that for ſome years 
een. the new and flattering. taſk of the 
| lter, to apply the welcome ſurplus in licht- 
5 \ening the overgrown - weight of the national 
incumbrnce. Elated with this: flattering exu- 
denne of thi revenue, Mr. Pitt, upon opening his 
wbadget for the current year“, very ingeniouſiy 
"profited of the circumſtance to divert the dazzled 
eyes of the nation from the heavy expences of the 
Ruſſlan and Spaniſh armaments, which had coſt 
me nation" about 2; 000% el. to make good: the 
Aamäage of ſorne few thouſand pounds, done to a 
"Britiſh Captain 1 uns Be Ap of his veſſel at 
1 2 I 's | 
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bitch they ae frind 4 | probeble\ opinion e 


permanence f ſuch ſurplus. In the "tabs 
| Lim national ptoſperity, Uttle was it to be 


ed at, that the very luxuriance of the 
plane which proc u 


than of curious obſervation, to reflect that the 


queſtion of the Slave Trade, which had engaged 


the minds of the public for ſome years, was ſuper- 


eminently liable to all the objections which have 


been raiſed by Mr. Borke, and adopted by the 


nation, againſt the diſcuſſion of any general or 
fondamental point of civil liberty. When chis 
-queſtion. was Fiſt-ſtarted, he had not yet taught 
be nation ® that deinen limited in-thiir prgſen 
Ai ion, and Am! in their Winn mk are 
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th herine; which we had threatened 
by force og ſecure to the Porte. Upon this 
memorab it octaſii; r Chanoalono the Race | 


8 


duced the fruit, ſhould. for want 

of pruning run into eech and deff : 

mn the preſent diſpoſition: of the Britiſh: natian 

to diſcountenanee efforts to promote the general 
cauſe of civil freedom, from an apprehenſion of 
producing unforeſeen or unintended conſequencet, 
it becomes a matter more of noceſſary attention, 
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Nchich inculcates the unlawfalnels of the Slavt 
rade Taken up upon dhe pure abſtract rights 
| J ee it ovidently hazard the property wf : 
| EEC Ons. affects: es vavigarion and 


ds the qiſmem 6 ace abe rich Empire. And > 
ev witdi hr/lagle five hurt: years; the nation 
has beholdenwirh rapture, che rival talents ef 
_ 2Heminiſtration-an@> Oppoſition combined: in this 
lunſtance; to reduce private intereſt and (national = 
wpolicy under the great ſuperſeding principles of 
ſocial freedom: it has {een che queſtion ſupported 55 
with enthuſſaſm by all that was powerful in the 
cabinet, and brilliant in the ſenate; and . oppoſed 


5 tonhy; by the (operative and petſevering ingenuity 


uf ſe}Ecintereſt, 2A truly practical leſſon of che 
propriety and advantages of extending the freedom 
of every oppreſſed part of the community, bf 
+reforming abuſes; aud aboliſhing long fandtioned 
ulages, that militate againſt the principles of civil 
*Hiherty-” For upon theſe principles alone has the 
abolition of the Slave Trade been taken up by 
Mr. e and gert Ki ene hr, 


| 7 or, 02 tr bana. friends of: their altes . 
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is pn the oft of May Mt: Pitt 1 N tothe. 
Houſe of Commons, a ſtring of 'refotutians fur 


the gradun abolition of the Slave Trade, which 


were! ſanctioned by the Houſe: and carried up ts 


the Lords. But the cauſe met with more oppe« 
ſition in this Houſe than it had in the Commons; 
Many reaſons have been alleged for this oppo / 


| fition to the reſolutiovs in the Lords : but as at 
this time few. of the Peers had been under the 
neceſſty of committing themſelven upon the 
queſtion of keeping up the Aftican ſlavery ĩn qu 


colonies, many of them probably now formed 


upon the general complexion of the times, han 
tom the, nature, reaſons, and exigeney af tha 


caſe. However in the debate in the Lords on 
the 8th of this month, thoſe who wiſhed to oppoſes 
or to protract the abolition of che Slave Trade, 


carried the queſtion, That the evidence opon the | 
caſe ſhould be heard at the bar of the houſe, and 


not in an upſtairs- committee; by which meant 
very lictle progteſs was made in bus boline 
during the courſe of the ſeſſions, %% WI 
It is ſcarcely. poſſible to conceive. a ſubje& of 
Tiſculſion. more pregnant with , conſequences, of 


the utmoſt import to the State, than the abolition 
of the Slave Trade,” Fot it 3 all 
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| he — againſt that rraffic, "which « are drawft 
from. the effential nature of human beings, or 
from the + indiſpenſable obligations of moral 
jiuſtice, or from the poſitive injunctions of the 
Obriſtian code, militate only againſt the purchaſe | 
of the ſlaves, becauſe they ultimately militate 
againſt <he ſtate of ſlavery for which they arc 
haſed. Vet bas the Houſe of Commons 
voted che ee e of the Slave Trade to the 
iſt day of January 1800, and allowed à pre- 
miom upon the importation of female ſlaves, 
with the expreſs view of ſupplying the iſlands. 
with a ſufficient number of both ſexes, to per- . 
petuate the ſyſtem of ſlavery, by encouraging 
the breed and home traffic, rather than the 
importation of theſe black herds from the coaſt 
of Africa. No legiſlature can ſanction the means 
of attaining an' iniquitous end. If on the other 


band it be conſidered, that in our iſlands the 


general proportion of blacks to the number of 
whites, is as fifteen to one; or, in other words, 
that in the iſland of Jamaica three hundred thou - 
ſand black human beings are the property of 


ſiome hundred individuals, who compoſe a part of 


twenty thouſand free inhabitants of that iſland; 
We (hall tremble at the conſequences of agitating 
any other queſtions concerning them, than thoſe: of 
regulation and tenderneſs. If we reflect on the 


nature of the individuals who: * this maſs 
3 DS of 


8 mmncipatng the enſlaved cultivators:'of the = 
foil, © Yet, in defiance of all theſe conſequencesy, in 
| 1 the humane advocates of the eee 
ſtood boldly forward in the cauſe of freedom. 
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: © Before this important queſtion receives its f E 

deciſion,” it ſhould be completely diveſted ef the 
ern compulſion” of conſeientious morality; "thay 1 
. Hits out the ſympathy of human nature, and for- 

bids the exereiſe of diſcretion and election. * 


the ſubject be onte brought to a matter of mere 
civil inveſtigation, the miſt of enthuſiaſm will *Y 
removed, that magnifies the ſize of all reaſons and 
miſrepreſents the ſhape of every objeftion.  Thew 5 
and not till then will the advocates for the aboli= | 
tion of the Slave Trade ſee the full force of the re 
ſoꝛs of their opponents for its continuance, vin. | 
the impoſſibility of keeping up the culture of their 
plantations without it; the advantages of naviga- 
tion, ' opulence, and induſtry, ariſing from it % G 
their mother country; the improvement of the. — 
Froatio of. the laves by being removed) eme = 
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ſhed, an a0 vachelliee fte and the emancip- 


pple; that produced it; the indemnifi 


8 by ſupporting dhe: ſyſtem: of. „ 
e all. abe, cosſequences which, the 


: : 3 > (for -they have. eee en 


dur open arten the criminalityrof 5 5 
ACE of enſlaying them. Tis. Seu” 217 2 ine | 
re day che Slave 1 Trade ſhall be 90. 


«ball follow that abg- 


. OP. 


len 25 a juſt nad pecellacy conſequence of the 


ſatisfaRion: of the injured proprietors / will t be- 
eome a ſerious conſideration to the miniſter of the 


gnance. On one hand will be eſtabliſhed claims 
for the loſs of property reſumed by the State, after 
- the moſt. unequivocal confirmation. of it to the in- 


_gividual poſſefſars.; and on the other will be heard 


proteſtations. againſt a contribution towards 1 


burfing the exponces of enſlaving and banering 


for their fellow ereatures, in defjance of the ordi- 


from the abject of his criminality, ſbould. demand 
of the State a reimburſement for. the price of her 


nances of God as if a ſaduger, forced, by the law 


min. If n the ende ofthe Slave, Trade a 


* cordial 
| « proyers of dor W oft Iadian Planters | 


Wen 


55 to parliament from individuals, which the Conſti- 


ration preſumed: impoſſible to exiſt, would not 5 
without full indemnification invade the property of = 


individuals confirmed to them — theftanding las 
of the land and the expreſs the legiſlature. 


The flourithing ſtate of bas commerce at this 


time cannot be more clearly aſcefrained than by 
the ackbal increaſe of che revenue, which in the 


the preceding ye by the" lum of 118,0g4l. 65. 
| At the fame time a report was made by the com- 
| miffioners under Mr. Pitt's bill for the nquidanon 


of the national debt, that they had uppfied to that 


redtiction the ſum of $677,861." This increaſe 
ok the revenue appeats to be the” chefen touch 
ſtonle of Mr. Pitt's popularity: it «cettainly is the 
moſt gratifylug eireumftance, that Cam footh tlis 


vagity or ſofter the laboufs of à tiilniſter f. 


finance; but groſs is the error of thoſe; WHO Alti 
bute it to any other cave, than'totheUtiergy; ff Irie 
d credit of ouf manufacturers and 


85 Wedded was the Chancellor öf the ee * 


off bis favourite platt of reducing the hational A. 
by Art ere of che annual fürplus öf che 
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5 ediately to be traced Lord — 
5 Re In a 
2 the Houſe of Lords upon the bill 
ropriating- à certain ſum, annually for pay». 
ing off che aational debt, the Lord .Chancellor, 
although approving of the object of the bill, 
| rongly ohjected to that clauſe of it, which 
enacted, that no future loan ſhould be made with- 
out being provided for at the time : he reprobated 
the: arrogance and inſolence of dictating to future 
parliaments, and the futility of directing how fu- 5 
ture miniſters ſhould make their loans; concluding 
his fpeech_ by this emphatical afſertion, chat the 
folly of the project could only be equalled by the vanity 
of making tbe attempt, The ſtrong ſenſe and inte- 
grity of the Chancellor would not permit him to 
lend bis ſanction to a clauſe of ſucha tendency, and 
he divided with twenty-one againſt twenty-ſeven, 
who with. Lord Grenyille ſuppotted it. Fortunately 
for the country, this great man had not been ini- 
tiated in Mr. Burke's doctrines of ſettling precedents | 
for ever, from which no parliament ſhould ever depart. 
As from this act of oppoſition. to a favourite, 
meaſure of the Miniſter, the public dates the loſs 
of Lord. Thurlow' s abilities in the cabinet and on 
te bench, juſtice claims from every well-wiſher 

to bis country, a tribute of grateful admiration to 
this true and unſhaken patriot, The pitegus tales 


* official (ens, d that attempted to ſhew the 
. | 


»— 


FO % ) 
mſi ates « man from his y 
_ councils, who oppoſed: every thing and propoſed 
nothing, betrayed their folly and weakneſs in the 
attempt to juſtify the meaſure; The eſſential 
and important duty of the Chancellor is to ex- 


amine, ſtate, and io be in ſome ſort reſponſible for 


the legal effects and conſtitutional tendency of 
every bill that comes into the Houſe of Lords. 


For bis ability and faithfulneſs to diſcharge this 
duty he receives credit from the Crown by his ap= 
pointment; his peers look up to him for it in tile 
guidance of their parliamentary conduct; the pub - 


lic reſt their aſſurance and acquieſcence in this 
ſame confidence. What a ſtrange perverſion of 
duty would it be, that becauſe a Chancellor in 

the diſcharge of this watchful and ſuperintending 


oſſice ſhould diſcover an illegal effect or uncon- 


ſtituional operation in a bill affecting the army, 
navy, finance, or commerce of the country, he 
ſhould be called upon for new plans and meaſures 


in theſe ſeveral departments! The people of 


England will ever cheriſh and revere, as a martyr 
to their rights and liberties, the man who ſacrifices 
his intereſts and his preferment to this rigid EXeT» 
ciſe of his conſtitutional duty. 

Some years ago fifty our of the ixty-fix Royal 
Scotch Burghs had by petitions to the Houſe of 
Commons demanded redreſs againſt ſeveral griev · 

ances, 3 which they laboured ; and when 
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Mr. Sheridan. brought in a eee 
cauſe of their complaints, the grievances were ad- 
mitted by the Houſe to be of the utmoſt magni- 
tude ; and in order to procure full proof of their 
exiſtence, the Houſe entered into a reſolution on 
the ath of May 1791, that early in the next ſeſ- 
fion it would take into conſideration ihe ſtate of 
the Royal Burghs of Scotland. On the 18h of 
April Mr. Sheridan in conſequence of this reſo- 
| lution moved he Houſe, to go into a committee 
for enquiring into the grievances complained of, 
but the motion was loſt by a majority of above two 
to one. Theſe Burgeſſes having thus failed in 
their attempt tO effect uate the reſolution of the 
Houſe, which was to inveſtigate the nature of 
their grievances, on the goth day of April Mr. 
Sheridan preſented a petition from them to be | 
heard by counſel at che bar of the Houſe, to 
prove the exiſtence of the grievances they com- 
plained of. To the reception of this petition Mr. 
Pitt and Mr. Dundas objected, upon account of 
the informality of the proceeding: the Speaker 
however decided againſt the informality, and quot - 
ed a ꝓrecedent in favour of the petitioners, of a late 


ſimilar petition from the Eaſt India Company: | 


the queſtion: having been put, that the petition . 
be received, it was negatived. The effects of 
theſe petitioners being baffled in every attempt to 
bring their grievances under the fair conſideration _ 


eg "C83 
; of the. I PAR, were as much to be erpeckes 


as they were to be dreaded. On the 3d of May 
at Dundee and. ſeveral. other places in Scotland 
the Secretary of State was burned in effigy with ſe- 
veral labels iſſuing from his mouth, emphatically 


ex preſſive of the fituation and reſolutions of per- 
ſons labouring under grievances and ſhut out from 
all, redreſs. Having effected this purpoſe; the 
mobs diſperſed without further outrage. 
The Houſe of Commons had in fact come to 
| he reſolution of examining into the nature of 
the grievances, under which theſe. Burgeſſes la- 
boured, before Mr. Burke had warned them 


againſt any reform of abuſe or any redreſs of 


grievance. Let thoſe wbo bave the truſt of po- 


& litical or, of natural ' authority ever keep watch 


- *© againſt the ' deſperate enterpriſes -of innovation: 
© Jet even their benevolence be fartified and armed,” 
Though. the abuſes of che. Gallic demagogues may 


have irritated the nerves and ſteeled the heart of 
Mr. Burke and of his followers, and of the ap- 


provers of his books and of his principles; yet 


did they not lighten the burthens of theſe pe- ” 


titioners, nor convince them, that the calamities 


ol a foreign country ſhould prevent the remow-al 


of their own grievances... If in the cautionary 


view of our neighbours“ wretchedneſs we are td 
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| eek an earneſt of our on ett; let the fatal 
examples of the rapid tranſition from the voice 
to the action of a diſcontented people raiſe a ſeri- 
ous and guarded alarm in the breaſt of every well. 
wiſher to his eountry. Our Conſtitution; in guard. | 
ing againſt the intemperate reſolutions and deſpe - 
rate meaſures of irritated affociations, moſt provi- 
ently interpoſed the ſubje's right of petition. 


1 ing Parliament againft grievances. But the right 


of the ſubject to petition evidently imports the 
duty of Parliament (not to grant the prayer) but, 
to receive and examine into the merits of the pe- 


tition. Unmeaſurable will be the miſchief 'of 


_ clogging this mode of redreſs with difficulties, or 
of throwing diſrepute or ſuſpicion upon the exer- 
ciſe of this conſtitutional right of the ſubject, 
Even Mr. Burke formerly ſaid with more truth 
and leſs effect than he now might, “ Vhere po- 
e pular diſcontenis have been very prevalent ; it may 
e well affirmed and ſupported, that there has been 
6 generally ſomething found amiſs in the Conflicution 
ce or in the condut? of Government.” 5 
Such a hold had the execration of the French 
Revolutioniſts now acquired upon the generality 
of this nation, that it had become the ground of 
Mr. Burke's new Conſtitutional Catechiſm, that 
becauſe —— erimes, and barret were com- 


of ig on the preſent Dilcontent p. 416. 
150 mitted 


(1 


e i France, therefore no errors were 60 de 


corrected, no abuſes reformed, no grievances re- 


dreſſed in England. Mr. Fox, in a very full 
houſe, brought forward his long promiſed mo- 


tion in favour of the Unitarians, for the repeal « of 
certain ſtatutes, by which they were ſubjected to 


heavy and ſevere puniſhments, He grounded a 
ftrong, eloquent, and ingenious ſpeech upon the 
injuſtice of intolerance and perſecution for religious 


opinions, that were purely ſpeculative. Mr. Burke 


"however diſcovered in Unitarianiſm the whole 
volcano of a French Revolution ; and in a ſpeech 
of uncommon animation, variety, and eloquence, 
diſplayed every circumſtance that had diſgraced 
or polluted the progreſs of that Revolution from 


its beginning: he proved from the toaſts given 
at a dinner of Unitarians, that they were deeply 


infected with the Revolutionary Gallomania=a 
ſtigma which he alſo openly attempted to affix to 
the Oppoſition benches of the Houſe. But the 
moſt fingular of his arguments was, that the ſtatutt 
was too bad for execution, and therefore needed 


g 25 be peal. A prouder day of triumph to Mr. 2 


Burke could not have happened: à very large 
majority gave into his arguments, and the motion 


was loſt. In this debate moſt of the eminent 


ſpeakers took a part. The future annaliſt of the 


| moſt credulous age would be diſcredited in re- 


eee that Mr. Burke had in a full debate ex- 
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| had the 3 and indignation of the Houſe. of 
Commons againſt the French Revolutioniſts, for 
having completed the meaſure of their i 2 . 0 
by ſuperadding to the reſt the crime of religious 
perſecution, in order to convince a Britiſh Senate of 
the neceſſity of keeping upon their ſtatute books 
acts of the moſt penal rigour againſt purely (| pecu- 
85 lative opinions of religion“. The leading ſpeak- 
ers, who followed him, oppoſed the motion, . to 
avoid the ſcandal. which the repeal of ſuch an act 
might create in the church: and in order to ſecure 
the Unitarians from the guilt of ſedition and trea- 
ſon, againſt which the Conſtitution and laws have 
Provided a full remedy, they found the neceſſity of 
Holding oyer them in terrorem diſabilities, penal- 
ties, and pains for denying revealed dogmas and 
myſteries of religion above the natural graſp of 
man's limited comprehenſion, to which no humau 
authority can therefore demand ſubmiſſion, _ 
To diſcountenance every idea of reform, and to 
check in limine every enquiry into the parliamen- 
tary repreſentation, appears now to have become 
n ie The difference is wide bee 


* Tbe dd of + this at (9 * 10 o Willam III 70 is more ex- 
0 tenfive than it is, generally thought : for it nat only applies to 
all thoſe who do not believe the myflery of the bleſſed Trinity, 
according to the Athanaſian expoſition or explanation of it, but 
againſt all thoſe who do not admit of as 2 1 of the 
Old and New, en, &c. 1 
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muy a fullen refuſal to 8⁰ into an 1 enquiry, Power 
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may ſcreen the culprit from trial; 3 innocence will 
ever court enquiry, Mr. George Roe, « one of the 
Secretaries 1 to the, Treaſury, bad 1 1n the laſt Welt- 
minſter election commiſſioned Mr. Smith 2,pub- 
ica ican to open his houſe for the entertainment 
the voters for Lord Hood the unſucceſsful. cane li- 
date. K appears, that the faithful Secretary upon 
the cloſe of the poll was rather leſs forward to 
pledge his reſponſibility to the honeſt publican. 
After many fruitleſs applications for payment of a 
moderate charge, Mr. Smith wiſely preferred the 


verdict of his countrymen to the precarious de- 


pendance upon official promiſes, He brought an 


action againſt Mr. George Roſe in the King's 
Bench, which, was tried before Lord Kenyon and 


a ſpecial jury, and obtained a verdict againſt the 


Secretary for one hundred pounds. In the 


courſe of this trial it had been proved, chat an 
application had been made by Mr. Smith to the 


Secretary of the Treaſury for the remiſſion of an 
exciſe penalty which he had incurred, but which 
had neyer been levied upon him as long as he had 
remained an election agent for the liberty of Weſt- 
minſter; yet, that when he had ceaſed to act, it 
had been levied upon him. ; Upon che ſtrength of 
delt and ſome other ſimilar facts, a petition to the 


Houſe | 


make good his payments, than he had been to 
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| Mouſe lea was diawn up, "a 
more than one thouſand electors of Weltminiter, 
Trayisg an enquiry into the reported interference 
of p per ons high | in office | in the election for Weſt- | 
| minfter,” and into the alleged abuſes of the laws 
by the remiſſion of penalties, &c, Mr. Fox, after 
the petition had been Tead, made a very long and 
pointed | ſpeech u pon the nature, principles, and 
purity of popular eleQions, and upon the abuſive 


Idfluence of official power, which he ended with a 
motion, that the petition ſhould be referted to a 


tomtmittee to examine into the matter thereof, and 
report the fame to the Houſe, as it ſhould appear | 
to them. The motion was negatived without any 
debate, by a diviſion of eighty-one againſt thirty. 
four : Meſſrs. Pitt, Dundas, Roſe, and other ſer- 
vants of the crown divided with the majority. 

In the beginning of this month M. de Chabve. 
lin was introduced to his Majeſty as ambaſſador 
from the King of the French. He was very young, 
and ſuppoſed to be warmly attached to the demo- 
© cratic party in France, Whether they miſtruſted 

| the inexperience of his youth, or doubted the firm- 
neſs of his principles, he was uſhered into the di- 
plomatic corps under the unprecedented tutelage 
of an official Mentor, M. de Talleyrand the 
biſhop of Autun. This prelate was the firſt 
biſhop in France, who by the civic oath with- 
drew himſelf from the juriſdiction and communion 
e | : ra 
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: er e see of Rome. Tie 50 followed i his 


ſebiſm by three prelates only out of one hu dred 
and thirty-two. A rare and unprecedented ex 
ample worthy of better times, that fo large a por- 
tion of a flouriſhing and long eſtabliſhed - I 
ſhould ſacrifice honours, pomp, and opulence 
the ſevere calls of duty in deprivation, exile, and 
| Indigence. The confidential letter which was 
written on this occaſion by the late unfortunate 
monarch of France to the King of England, was 
ſtrongly expreſſive of his pacific diſpoſition, and 
of his hopes, that no circumſtance would ever 
break through the amity of the two courts. 
A general court mourning was about this time 
announced for the death of the unfortunate Guſ- 
tavus III. King of Sweden, who was murdered 
on the 16th of March at a maſquerade by Baron 
Ankarſtrom a military officer. This murder f 
a King, at a time when the prevailing power in 
France had expreſſed the moſt marked execra- 
tion of royalty, and was generally ſuſpected to. 
propagate their anti - baſilican ſpiric through every 
country which was open to their intrigues and 
treachery, was by many zealous oppoſers of the 
French Revolution attributed to the wicked ma- 


chinations of their emiſſaries. The repreſeata- : 


tion acquired credit from the known zeal, with 


| which this monarch had promoted the armed | 


| combination againſt Franco. 


1 The 
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1 had eſtabliſhed an abſolute monarchy 
upon the ruin of the ariſtocratical powers of his 
Kingdom, was ever ſuppoſed to have been plan- 
ned in \the. cabinet of Verſailles, where this un- 
| fortunate monarch had ſpent ſeveral months pre: 
vious to his acceſſiaon to the throne. Being na- 
turally fond of abſolute power, he retained an af- 
fectionate regard for the court, through the ioflu- 
ence and intrigues of which he had acquired it, 
and from which he received an annual ſubſidy till 


their late financial diſtreſſes put a ſtop to the pay- : 8 


ment. On the other hand many of the Swediſh 


nobility ſtill kept up an indignant reſentment for 
de loſs of their influence in the ſtate, which, 
though filently, they determinately waited: for an | 


opportunity to regain. The King had conſtantly 
ſupported his power by the unpopular means of 
a ſtanding army and exorbitant taxes. Averſe 
as he was from ſummoning a diet, his neceſſities 
compelled him to it in the beginning of the pre- 
ſent year. He unadviſedly iſſued a proclamation 
for aſſembling the diet only three weeks previous 


to its meeting, for the expreſs purpoſe of prevent- 


ing deliberation in the choice of the repreſenta- 
tives: and inſtead of the capital he ordered them 
o meet at Geffle a ſolitary town on the Gulf of 


Bothnia, which during the whole of their delibera- : 


tion Was ſurrounded with mercenary”, ſoldiers, 
Both 
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Both th Pabiie an the Ring were: e 
in the reſult of the meeting. No reform as ef 
fected, nor cenſurè paſſed upon the King for en- 
tering into a war without the conſent of the States, 
which was an infraction of the new as well as of 
the old Conſtitution. In return the diet only 
granted the King a part of the ſupplies he de- 
manded. Thus unſatisfactorily ended this d iet, 
which proved ſo immediately fatal to the mo- 
narch. Tlie nobles and the» people reprobated 
che idea of entering into thatdontederacy: againſt 
France; their country was then grievouſſy ap- 
preſſed with taxes, and they cauld not he brought 
to conſent to weaken it ſtill more, by the addi- 
to ſupport or revive a government, which had 
galling chains of unlimited. monarchy. It is gene- 
rally aſſerted, that ſome perſonal and private: re- 
ſentments from the King's having deprived one of 
his noblemen of an advantageous! match, which 
be procured: for a court favourite, co- operated alſo: 
with the general diſcontent to bring forward tha 
conſpiracy of the nobility, to which this unfor- 
tunate monarch fell a victim. I have ſaid thus 
much of Sweden, merely to detect the falſity of 
he aſſertions, that the murderer was an emiſſary, 
from the en. at Paris. Are not their crimes 
. ; | RENE. gy ſufficiendy 
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ha um to withhold. their enemies 
from ſuch falſe charges. 


The firſt public act of anch unde 
do our court was the preſentation of a memorial 
to Lord Grenville which ſtated the reaſons, why 
France had declared war againſt the King of 
Hungary and Boheinia; inſiſting particularly up- 
on the right, which France claimed to change: 
and model her own government without the in» 
terference of any foreign power; and upon the 
ſame principle holding out 2 guarantee to all 
other nations at peace with her, that the French 
will ever reſpect their laws, their uſages and all 
their forms of government. The memorial cloſ- 
ed with a claim of the obſervance of the treaty of 
commerce of the:26th of September 1786 on the 
part of Kugland, particularly as to the refrain - 
ing from any hoſtilities. This memorial produ- 
ced almoſt immediately a royal proclamation pro- 
hibiting any of his Majeſty's ſubjects to arm or act 
at ſea againſt the French under any foreign com- 
miſſion or power whatſoever, and enjoining a 
— ercaryofepammnn in 
way reſpe&. 
Mr. Burke's Rellections upon Pp neten in 
France appeared in the year 1790; and early in 
the year 1791 was publiſhed Thomas Paine's 
5 id m_ * an 1 % Mr. Burke's 
Aitact 


e Jutian: pci: 
too fully apptiſed of the nature and tendency of 
C_ e e eee 


this boek ef Thomas Paine was read hy the mid- 
dle and lower claſſes of people. The draught was 


poiſonous quality. By impunity its erodit ex- 

tended, and in leſs than a year more than fifty" 
tchouſand impreſſions of it had been circulated 
through the kingdom. It is a matter of noto- 
riety, chat in many places it was ſold for four 
pence, and in others diſtributed gratis to thoſe: 
who heſitated at paying their groat. Though 


Paine during this. time lived publichy in Londoa, 


own: eyes this unprecedented circulation of his 
book, and propagation of his doctrines, he braved 
and defied the arm of juſtice, which had nor as” 
yet been attempted to be raiſed againſt him; not 

_ & ſingle proceſs had been inſtituted againſt pub- 


liner, printer, or ſeller of theſe libellous doctrines. 


Secure in his impunity, and fluſbed with the ſuc- 
_ cefy- of his firſt publication, he publiſhed a Second: 
Part of the Rights of Man, combining Prineiple and 


Prafiice. This work, though written perhaps with® 


more audacity and malice, than the firſt, was not- 


withſtanding; an innocuous performance in com-. 


pariſon of his firſt publication. For the miſchiev- 
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vo bad neither ſeen no 
however the fervour oſ the firſt pröſelytiſm had 


reliſhed the firſt. When 


abared; and the credit o chis leveling evangeliſt nl 
was on the wane, his Majeſty's miniſters, informed 


by Mr. Burke that theſe'* writings deſerved no uther 
than the refutatian- of crimina! juſtice, directed 
Attorney General to file an information againſt 


— 


Thomas: Paine for his libellous: publications; 
which was accordingly done in Eaſter term; and 
theſe neceflary, though late acts of juſtice, a pro- 


clamation was publiſhed on che a1 {of the 2 
month againſt the publication. and ſale of ſedi- 


tious writings, with ſtrong injunctions to all per- 


ſons 0 inform againſt thoſe who ſhould. be ik 
of ſuch daring attempts, & . bas 


+ Scarcely had the. proclamation been publiſhed; 


when M. Chauvelin, the French ambaſſador, pre. 


ſented an official declaration to Lord Grenville, 
by which he complained that certain expreſſions 
in it appeared to give credit to the erroneous opi- 


- nions, propagated by the enemies of France, both 


as to the hoſtile intentions of Great Britain to- . 
watds France, and the treacherous deſigns of France 
ee ſedition and nn _ king- 
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wog patific and honourable diſpoſitions of France | 
yards this country, and it produced an anſwer. 


8 from Lord „ Wh: as afterwards * 
Arongeſt ſentiments of peace and amity, with ve 


unequivocal engagement. from our King dire#ly 


and poſitively to maintain the treaty of navigarion 
and commerce between the two nations. 


.* This proclamation, fingular as it was, occifioned 
very warm and intereſting debates in both Houſes 


of Parliament, and became the teſt, upon which 


Mr. Burke's proſelytes read openly their recanta- 
tion of their former opinions, and enliſted format- - 
ly under the banner of his doctrines. The pro- 
_clamation was more. oppoſed and diſapproved of 


in the Commons than in the Lords, though the 
number and conſequence of the perſons who on 


this occaſion ſeceded from thoſe, . with whom they 
had formerly acted, was proportionably greater a. 
in the Lords than in the Commons. The argu- 
ments, by which the proclamation was oppoſed in 


both Houſes by thoſe who had the ſteadineſs to 
_ Judge and the firmneſs to act upon their old 
principles in this hour of alarm, were nearly che 
ſame. That the Miniſters of the Crown had 
through the moſt criminal neglect or timidity 
permitted the free circulation of Paine's books, 
"againſt which they admitted the proclamations 
VVV e + 


4 
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forall the evil —— TATA wy, it in ww 
nation. That by neglecting to enforce the laws 
in repreſſing tumult and diſorder whilſt they would 
be effeftual, they had permitted the evil to acquire. | 
ſuch ſtrength that they were now juſtly doubrful> 
of their efficacy, and therefore had recourſe to the = 
extraordinary and hazardous attempt to check by 
royal proclamation what they had neglected to re- 
preſs by the conſtitutional means of legal proceſs : 
by which they had vilified the Conſtitution, and 
_ expoſed the prerogative to diſguſt and contempr. 
That they meanly attempted to ſcreen their weak- 
neſs and fear to proſecute the writer or publiſner 
of theſe ſeditious writings, under an inſidious | 
pretence of ignorance, as if Thomas Paine were 
unknown to be the author, or J. S. Jordan the 
- publiſher of them, That it was eſtabliſhing in 
a free country a ſyſtem of eſpionage widely foreign 
from the ſpitit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, which 
was never intended to be ſupported by ſpies and 
informers. That this proclamation was the moſt 
unequivocal avowal of the weakneſs and timidity 
of Miniſters, and the direct way of enſuring to | 
| ' the author that conſequence, which neither his 
merit nor his 1 MPO? would Wan otherwiſe ac- 
dured. ED, 

In the e rage for eee all. 
popular attempts to enlarge or ſtrengthen the liberty 
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LE 15 I- 
of is WGery ic a a ground of ſurpi Gee 
of infinite conſolation to Engliſhmen, ro reflet, 
that by the ſteady and undaunted efforts of ſomo 
rea friends of the people, the great and important 
_ Tights of juries to determine upon the hole queſ- 
tion at iſſue was finally eſtabliſhed by the Libel 
Bill. And what in the preſent circumſtances ad- 
ded much to the aſtoniſnment of the calm obſer- 
ver was, that the bill was brought in by Mr. For, 
and was the primary and favourite object of thoſe 
: aſſociations which had given ſuch alarming um- : 
brage to Government, In the Lords the opinion 
of the twelve Judges was taken, and was deciſive 
. againſt the bill. The Chancellor and Lord Ke- 
. nyon ſupported the opinion of the Judges with 
great warmth, but it was ably and ſucceſsfully op- 
| poſed by Lords Camden, Loughborough, Gren- 
ville and others, On this triumph of liberty in 
ſo critical a juncture, juſtice demands from every 
true Briton an honourable teſtimony of gratitude 
to the brilliant talents and undaunted and per- 


. ſevering patriotiſm of that truly conſtitutional ad. 


vocate Mr. Erſkine, to whom above any other 
this country owes the invaluable boon, 
Whatever ſecret alliance or connection * 
country may have formed with the contiaen - 
tal powers againſt France, yet the appearance of 
neutrality was kept up. The courts of Vienna and 
en had nt . cheir convention 9 
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tions to preſerve the empire againſt the threatened 
invaſions of France. It was ill received, and re. 
complied wit. 
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ion to all the miniſters at the 
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"ow the late 705 ' crothianatita. 17800 
ineffectual in counteracting the popular diſcon- 
tents ia North Britain, particularly againſt the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. On 
a 4th of cus month, the day annually alloted 
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for the j joyous 8 of bis Majeſty's bink: 4 
day; the Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates of Edin- 
burgh, apprehenſive that the popularity. of the 
Right Honourable Secretary Mr. Dundas would 
not ſtand the humour of the multitude, which the 
Feu de joie and other illuminations that loyalty 
| had prepared on this feſtive occaſion would aſſem- 
ble, direded all perſons to keep their ſervants, 


apprentices, and workmen within doors on the 


King's birth-day. It bad been well known that 


2 complete ſuit of clothes and all other exter- 


nal ornaments of dreſs had been ordered from 
London, to decorate an effigy of the Right : 


Honourable Setretary, in the moſt ſcrupulous 
ſimilitude to the original, which they meant to 


commit on this night to the flames. The know- 
ledge of this circumſtance put the magiſtrates, | 


otherwiſe much alarmed at the diſcontented ſpirit 
of the people, on their guard to provide a larger 


; military force than uſual, to ſuppreſs any riot ; 


or tumult that might break out on the occaſion. 


On the evening of the birth-day, the popu- 
Jace became much irritated by the appearance of 


ſo many ſoldiers parading the ſtreets, whilſt no 


attempts were made to break or interrupt the 
peace of the city. The dragoons galloping 


through the ſtreets to diſperſe the curious and 
hicherto unoffending multitude increaſed their 


anden; tbey ſoon W to ſet the military at 
| | defiance, 


5 En | 
though headed by the Lord Provoſt 


| * other magiſtrates : they drove ſeveral ſenti- 


- nels from their poſts, and burnt their boxes. 


About midnight they (diſperſed gradually, and 

fourteen of the moſt. active rioters were appre- 
afined in the caſtle. On the next 

day every appearance of riot having ſubſided, 


hended and 


the dragoons were ſent back to their quarters 


about two miles from the town. But in the 
evening a very great mob aſſembled in the 


neighbourhood of St. George's ſquare, whither 


they carried in proceſſion the effigy of Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, which they firſt hanged, and 
then committed to the flames, amidſt the ſhouts 


of the, ſurrounding multitude. They inſulted, 


and pelted with ſtones and other miſſive weapons, 


both the military and thoſe who attempted to 
divert them from their riotous and ſeditious 
purpoſes.. They had broken all the windows of 
the houſe of the Lord Advocate (Mr. Robert 


Dundas, the »fomm-law of the Secretary), but 


were forced by the military to deſiſt from their 
apparent intent to demoliſh it. Being diſperſed 
from this ſcene, they ſoon rallied again in St. 
George's ſquare, and had actually begun to 
| demoliſh the houſe of Mrs. Dundas, the mother 
of the Right Honourable Secretary, when they 
> were fired upon by the ſoldiers, but without any 


e OR this they. grew. more Outrageous z 
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had been charged only with powder, they at- 
tacked them wich more aſſurance, and with every 
occaſional weapon which their fury adminiſtered. 


The ſoldiers upon their ſecond fire killed ſeven 
of the rioters, and wounded ſeveral. After this 


the mob diſperſed without attempting any farther- 
outrage. But on the third day in the evening 


they afſembled again in a very riotous manner, 
| and began. to demoliſh the houſe of the Lord | 
Provoſt in St, Andrew's ſquare. They were 


interrupted in their attempt by the timely inter- 
vention of the military, who had the happineſs 
this night of diſperſing the rioters without the 


neceſſity of firing upon them: they ſecured ten 


of the moſt active among them. On the following 


day the Lord Provoſt convened a general meeting 


of the citizens; a ſtep which had not been taken 
for thirty years before; where ſeveral reſolutions 


vere entered into to preſerve the peace of the 
city, which fortunately has neveeringen ene | 
fince that time. | 


This miſguided rabble had, inen 8 


the. refuſal of the Houſe of Commons to examine 
into the nature of the grievances of their free Bur. 
| geſſes, after having undertaken to do it, to the 

ſole influence of Mr. Secretary Dundas, and had 
therefore pointed their whole reſentment againſk: 


bim lh his family. Ha. awful trait of the pres. 
TY  cariouſnels | 


LO 
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be raiſed to c he 85 — — 
claim unto it whom nature has endowed with 
every ſocial and beneficent difpoſition 


the means of indulging it. Since the happy 
deſtruction of the ſyſtem of favouritiſm in 'this 
country, the rare phenomenon of the concentration 
of fo much royal favour in one individual, as in 
the perſon of Mr. Dundas, has not appeated— 
At one and the fame time Secretary of State for 
the” Home Department, Treaſurer of the Royal 
Navy, a Lord of Trade and Plantations, and 
the directing Commiſſioner of the Board f 
Control for the management of the affairs of 
the Eaft Indies. The Herculean labour of exe- 
enting theſe numerous, arduous, and important 


offices is ſurely more than adequate to the mode. 


rate appointments of 16,0001. which the Right 
Honourable Secretary is ſaid annually to receive 
from the National Treaſury; Multifarious as were 
che appointments of the Duke of Buckingham 
- under James I., che patronage annexed to them 
was inſignificant when compared to that which 
Mr. Dundas now commands in England, over 
nd, and throughout India and all its con- 
cerns and dependencies. But as the political 
exigencies of the preſent ſyſtem of Adminiſtration 
_ to oe very ſtrong mealures, it became 
8 


= 


n to pleaſe 
and gratify, and upon whom fortuie has Javiſhed | 


a ne- 
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Ade adviſers of them with. the fureſt means | 
e eee e ien ett TOY 
It has been before remarked, that the eee e 
| which. the Chancellor had given to Mr. Pitt's 
: National Debt Bill bad brought on the neceſſity 
ol his reſigning the Great Seals of England. When 
that Bill was read, a third time in the Houſe of 
| Peers, and was paſſed, Lord Rawdon, who with 
Lord Stormont and many others again oppoſed 


nit as a meaſure of extreme preſumption, arrogance, - 


and inefficiency, ſaid, © One miſchievous conſe« 
64 quence of it the country was already appriſed 
& of, viz. that it had been the means of depriving 
« the public of the further ſervices of the noble 
tt and learned Lord on the woolſack, whoſe great 
4 abilities and known integrity had deſervedly 
4 rendered him the object of univerſal admiration 
* and eſteem.” He had not however as yet 
actually reſi gned; when his oppoſition to the 
third reading of the New F oreſt Bill in the Lords 
precipitated his removal from the woolſack, hefore 
the Cabinet could negociate for a more accommo- 
dating ſucceſſor. His objections againſt the Bill 
ere, that it had been brought into the Houſe | 
without the conſent, and militated ftrongly againſt 
' thereal intereſts of the Crown, at a moment when, 
x ever, the 4 and Prerogatires of the Crown, 


ought, 


4 


ported wi _ aint it contained. ſeveral clauſes of bY 


| miſchie vous and unconſtitutional tendency. This 
New Foreſt: Bill, which has been always looked 


upon as the favourite child of Mr. Secretary Roſe, 


was goaded through both Houſes of Parliament 
ob · 


5 under the preſſure of various and weighty 
| jections. But the ſtrong light in which the Chan- 


cellor and others expoſed the lurking. deſigns . 


and anticonſtitutional tendency of the Bill on the 
third reading, baffled all the views of its perſevering 
parent, and it was no more brought forward. 


Lord Portcheſter concluded his ſpeech againſt | 

the Bill in the Lords, by declaring that his Ma- 
jeſty had not proper materials before him ta 
enable him to form a judgment, and give 2 found 


and wiſe conſent to its paſſing. But the pro- 


vident Secretary, from his perſonal knowledge of 
the claims of individuals, and the rights of the 


Crown upon the New Foreſt, in bringing in the 


— 


Bill had given the public too large a credit for 


being as deeply converſant with the Tubje& as 
nr. ©... 
On the 1 5th of the month his Majeſty, alter 


| having given, his royal aſſent to eighteen bills, 


made a gracious Speech from the Throne. In 
our principles of the conſtitutional reſponſibility 
of Miniſters, the King's Speech i is ever conſidered 


5 2 25 that A, his Miniſter; no wonder then that it 


VV contained 


Debi Bill, upon which the marked Talgppwwbarlen 
rowr ſo much diſcredit. | 


| of the Chancellor had 
te” T have alſo obſerved with the utmoſt ſatisfaction 
« the meaſures which you have adopted for the. 


_ *Aimminvtion of the public burthens, while 55 ; 


40 bave at the fame Arie made additional proviſion 
&« for the reduction of the preſent national debt, 


1 and eſtabliſhed | A permanent ſyſtem for pre- 


"208 venting the dangerous accumulation of debt in 
* future. Flis Majeſty was alſo very emphatic 
in aſſuring his people, that it would be his prin- 
Cipal care to preſerve to them the uninterrupted 
bleflings of peace. He then prorogued the 
Parliament to the zoth day of the enſuing Auguſt. 
Aſter the reſolute and pointed diſapprobation by 


the Chancellor of ſome of the favourite meaſures of 


Adminiſtration, it was not to be ſuppoſed that the 
majority in the Cabinet ſhould any longer expoſe 
their plans to the condemnation of the man, in 


| whoſe integrity and judgment the nation had ever 
placed the moſt unreſerved confidence. The 
Parliament was now prorogued, and no imme- 


diate neceſſity aroſe for finding out a ſucceſſor to 


the woolſack; but for the fake of the equity of | 
the nation, the Seals could not be kept 'up in che 
breaſt of the Miniſter, to await the doubtful cloſe 
of the chapter of accidents, or the uncertain 
reſult of negociation, till the next meeting of 


Parliament. 
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| Parliament. e on the 1 5th, of e 
' Month, his Majeſty. conflirured Sir James Eyre, 

Sir William Aſhhurſt, and Sir John. Wilfon, ok 
+ Commiſſioners for the cuſtody « of the Great Seals 
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of England. 4 15 
. The War 8 ns nd” Kaltes 
carried. on with various ſucceſs in Flanders i in he 


different Kirmiſhes "which . though, no- 
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diffurbances i in ( the mean time of the moſt alarming 
nature convulſed the capital of France. On the 
20th of the month the department of Paris ap- 
peared. at the bar of the National Aſſembly, and 


informed them, that a. multitude of 100, 


perſons of both ſexes, armed with pikes, ſwords, 
muſquets, and even artillery, were marching 


towards che Thuilleries. They ſoon arrived, and 


were admitted to the bar of the Aſſembly, with 
ten or twelve pieces of cannon. They proceeded 


in order through the body of the Aſſembly, to the 


Carouſel in front of the palace, repeating the civic 


oath. as they went. Although there was a conſi- 


derable military force in the palace, which could 


well have defended it; yet to avoid confuſion 


and bloodſhed, about four o'clock the gates of the 


= were thrown open, a and immediately all the ; 
apartments were filled with the mob to the number 


of more than 40,000. _ : They placed the red cap 


1 the head of the eee 


* 


4 „ 4 
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0 1. > 
A el bottle x to the health of che W 
. and grofily idſulted him by the moſt. inſolent and 
5 audacious queſtions, aſſuring hit that he ſhould 
not Jong enjoy his pretended right to exerciſe the 
veto. The Queen on this trying occaſion. be-- 
haved with a dignified condeſcenſion, that extotted 
from the mob a reſpect and deference which was 
neither expected nor intended. The Mayor of 
Paris, with much difficulty, cleared the apart. 
ments about nine O clock of the ſame night, with- 
out any further outrage having been committed; - 
On the 22d his Majeſty publiſhed” a procta- 
mation concerning the tranſactions of the 2eth; in 
which he ſpiritedly repreſented to the N ation, that 
_ a miſguided mob had, with artillery, ruſhed into 
te guard. room of the palace, broken open the 
doors of his apartments with axes, and endeavoured 
to extort from him his ſanction to two decrees, 
which he had conſtitutionally refuſed to give; 
that though he were ready to ſacrifice his perſonal 
repoſe, yet he never would ſacrifice his duty, and 
Vas reſolved to his laſt breath to afford the Con- 
- Kituted Authorities an example of courage and 
firmneſs, which could alone fave the empire. 


This was followed by a cold proclamation ' from 
Petion, the Mayor of Paris, declaring that the 
: laws ought to be reſpected which prohibited the- 
meetings of armed citizens. No enquiry was 
+ 4 aac infirmed e the authors or the 


perpetrators 


— 


fock rh 2 beſpeaks OT the weakneſs 


of the malice of the magiſtracy. 


Ina the courſe of this month ſome e ey | 


were made in Ireland, to eſtabliſh a political 
union between the body of Diſſenters and that of 
the Roman Catholics. The former were highly 


| indignant at the general ſyſtem of government 


that had been carried on for years in that king- 
dom; the latter had long groaned under the 
galling prefſure of the ſeyereſt code 'of penal laws 
that had ever diſgraced a Chriſtian · legiſlature, and 


_ *Wey® had been recently wounded by the moſt 


| humiliating rejection of their petition to Parlia- 
ment to be admitted to a participation of the 
eleQive franchiſe. Though the ſpiritual doc- 


trines of the Preſbyterian and the Roman Ca- 
tbolic widely differ from each other; yet ſuch 
fortunately was their due ſenſe of the difference 
between civil and religious obligations, ſuch their 


improved ideas of the Britiſh (or Iriſh) Conſtitu- 
tion, that one common view, one common intereſt, 
led them on to almoſt an enthuſiaſtic co-opera» 


tion in emancipating their country, They had 


both learned their reſpective parts of Mr. Grattan's 


political aphoriſm, That the Iriſh Proteftant ſhould | 


never be free, until the Iriſh Catholic ſhould ceaſe'to 
"hea  flave. In the preſent ſituation of the Britiſh 


empire, and under the exiſting circumſtances 'of f 
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irritation of three out. of four 0 of os | 
| bitants became an object of ſerious alatm to 
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ol the 2 of the Difſenters eoaleſcing with... this 


bulk of the nation? Such a coalition could not fail. 


to. give regular, preconcerted, and perhaps deep: 
planned movements to a body of men rouſed into 


Ra merely by the ſoreneſs of their preſent ſuffer: 


There were not wanting men of ſolid thought, 


| —.— reaſoning, and unſhaken determination to in- 


ſtil into this vaſt maſs of people, awak ing froma long 


lethargy of inaction and wretchedneſs, the pleaſing 
and ſelf. convincing verities, that a free nation cannqrt 


be taxed that is not repreſented, nor bounden by 
laws in the framing of which they do not concur. 


22s By what particular manœuvre the coalition was 

for the preſent warded off, I cannot trace. Go- 
vernment was certiinly very anxious to prevent it, 
though nothing I believe contributed ſo much 
- towards it, as the very warm part which the Diſ- 
ſenters openly took in the ſucceſſes of the French 
Reyolutioniſts, and the undiſguiſed predilection that 


ſomie of their leſs conſiderate aſſociates profeſſed 


ſor a republican. form of government. Theſe 


ſentiments ſtaggered the generality of the Roman 
Catholics, the extent of whoſe views went only 
to be admitted. to an equal ſhare of the exiſting 


conſtitution of govern . from which they were 


excluded ; : 


i 
” Y It. 


by d att, but i in ud ſhape to * their aſfſtanics 
to change or demoliſh i it, much leſs to frame * 
mew one upon any other foundation. | 
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The addreſs and policy with which the 1nd 
Roman Catholics conducted their efforts in every 
ſtage to procure their freedom, have ever appeared 
to me truly admirable. They were fully ſenſible 


that the frantic exceſſes of the French revolution- 
iſts, and the unwarrantable exertions of their ĩimi- 
tators and abettors within theſe. kingdoms, had 


raiſed an inſt uperable bar at this time to every ex- 


tenſion of liberty by way of reform or redreſs. 
They were fully aware that Mr. Burke had 


ſounded the alarm, and fortified and armed the 


Benevolence of Government againſt the deſperate enter- 


priſer of innovation. | * That he did not diſcein bow 
the preſent time came to be ſo very favourable to all 


| exertions in the cauſe" of freedom: And they were 


too obſervin ag not to remark the influence which 
Mr, Burke's books and principles had lately pro- 


duced upon the nation. They therefore moſt 
judiciouſly committed the management of their 
concerns to Mt. Burke, jun. in order to ſecure” 


through their agent the advice and the counte- 


"nance and the ſupport of the father. Their moſt 


ſanguine expectancies were gratified. - They be- 


came exempted from his general ban and anathema, 
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ſatisfied that the doctrines which the Roman 
Catholics applied to their own caſe, though wide in 


* | their principles; were not meant to be carried further 


than they at firft pretended. In a word, he wrote a 


moſt liberal, ingenious, and eloquent letter 
to his friend Sir Hercules Langriſhe, upon 


the reaſonableneſs of the Roman Catholics' claim 


to the elective franchiſe ; to the effects of which 
letter perhaps under God, that body of his 


countrymen owe the portion of liberty which 
they now enjoy. Thus ſecured under the im- 


penetrable Agis of Mr. Burke's ſanction, from 
any - imputation of Gallic . democracy in their 


efforts to procure their emancipation, they took 


the great work in hand, and proceeded in it with 


prudence, caution, and energy, T hey were 


graciouſly abſolved from the neceſlity, in this 


inſtance, of adopting the credence or following 
the example of their conductor and protector. 


They could not like bim * really think they 


lived in a free conntry ; nor confider the treaſure 


of © their liberty, ' rather as a poſſeſſion to be 
ſecured, than as a prize to be contended for. 


The meaſures which in this contention they 


purſued, will make the ſubject of future pages, 2 
as they may occur in their reſpective time and 


$ — 
. 


» RefleRions, p. 79. 


> p - - 5 * * * 
5 . . * I, # * 24 + 
* * ; ” 14 =_ 11 —_ 4 , 
* 2 1 4 £ * # 7 I 7 * b 1 E % EY 
* . * % 1 if * L F 
s, : LY 5 F ; . 
#4 2 4 
- 1 8 : 7 Fo f 1749 a ; , 4 45 » 
; | d b 4 1 ” f 2 : 
7 4 o ( a * 1 7 ; * 


| MA e DR 
ef + „ £ * 2 * | * 1 5 
p . r 1, 4 
4 : - 4 6 + 
, . 
7 4 % . * 


CONTENTS. - 


. Defra 7 Tipges Sultan and peace in Alot 
1 declared in danger, and eee -r of the 


. Balkan for the friendbip of Great Britain—T; Joie 


| Ambaſſador's note to Lord Grewville-- Evaſive anfwer. 
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Leopold —Francis declared Emperor —The Courts: 


of Vieuua and Berlin engage in open war againſt 
France The declarations of their reaſons for war. 
| Manifeftoes of the Duke of Brunſwick —The prin- 

_ Ciples of the Confederates in engaging in the war — | 


Meeting and reſolutions of the Scots meeting on the 


reform of the Burghs—— Addreſſes upon the 3 5 


nion —Fhing camp at Bagſbot. 


Ir « an unuſual continuance of peace ; if an un» 


ae enjoyment of power; if the unlimit- 
H2 ed 


al ad the pe! j 1 


e conlidihe of the\ 
| the daily increaſing commerce, the brilliant ter. 
_ mination of a ſucceſsful war; if the very diſtreſſes 
of our neighbours give additional ſtrength to the 
arm of Government, they redouble alſo the ob- 
ligation of Miniſters to ſecure to the Nation, if 
not an increaſe, at leaſt the continuance of the 
bleflings which naturally flow from them, _ 

_ Advices were during this month received of the 
fignal victory gained by Lord Cornwallis over Tip- 
poo Sultan, which produced overtures of peace 
from the latter: a ceſſation of arms between the 
two armies was ſettled, and guaranteed by the 
_ tranſmiſſion of the two ſons of Tippos to Lord 
Cornwallis as hoſtages : by the definitive treat) of 
peace, three crores and thirty lacks of Sicea rupees 
were agreed to be paid to the allies, and one half 
of the dominions which were in the poſſeſſon of 
Ti po at the commencement of the war, were F 
ceded to the allies adjacent to their ref} pedtive 7 
boundaries and agrecably to their election. Theſe | 
conceſſions were inſiſted upon and accepted by 
Lord Cornwallis as effectual to preſerve the future 
peace of India from being are var by Tippvo 
or any other power. 

The political ſituation of France at dis time 
draws out attention to a” vaſt variety of circum- 
ſtances, that in their conſequences involve the 
deareſt intereſts of our own and N other kings, 
d 


: 1 27 
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in war r agu the Emperor. But the Ae | 
of rather politics, which have ſince produced the 
general federacy againſt France, were from ng * 
forch working a filenc, though violent effect. The 
French foreſaw the gathering g ſtorm, , and adopted 


vigorous meaſures to reſiſt it, The legiſlative * 


bady paſſed. A ſet form of decrees, for, arming tbe 
kingdom whenever it ſhould be in danger, as 
they declared it then was. The King addreſſed a 
letter to the National Aſſembly to exhort dem 
to internal peace and harmony, as the ſure means 
of *repelling .. the hoſtile attacks of any eg 
enkmies. He ſent a formal notification to all the 
powers of Europe, by which he diſavowed and 
proteſted. againſt. all the adds which the French 
princes had done i in his name, as to making loans 


of money, entering into negociations with foreign * 


couͤtts, and levying troops. He profeſſed his at- 
tachment to the Conſtitution, which he had freely 
acckpted 11 ſworn 1 to defend, and aſſured them 


of his determination to make uſe of all the force. 5 
put into his hands againſt the enemies of France, TY 
whatever pretexts might, be employed to counte- 


nance the armed affemblies of the emigrants, 


to ſupport t them i in their hoſtile proceedings. Tho 15 


miniſter ſoon after announced to the aſſembly the a 
Dr of Vienne and Berlin aga 
; - oY 
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country, and that they would ſoon be atucked by. 
an army of 150,000 men. ke] ; 

France had on every occaſion firice the com- E 
mencement of its revolution up to this period, 
expreſſed the moſt anxious ſolicitude to preſetve 
a good underſtanding with this country. Nor were. 
there any terms ſo humiliating or harſh to which 
ſhe did not ever appear ready to ſubmit, i in order to 
enſure this grand and primary object. Nothing. 
can be more emphatically expreſſive of theſe ſen» 


timents, than the note which M. de Chauvelin . 
prefented upon this ſubject to Lord Grenville ; in 5 


which, for preſerving the tranquillity of kowppe, 


which would never be interrupted if France and 
England united to maintain it, the King of the 


French urges his Britannic Majeſty zealouſly o 
employ his good offices with his allies, to prevent ” 
them from granting to the enemies of France, di- 


rectly or indirectly, any aſſiſtance, He complaing "4 
of the meafures taken by the court of Vienna to en- 
gage the Pruſſians in a quarrel foreign from their 


intereſts, and intimates that ſimilar attempts were 


ſucceſsfully made upon the republic of Holland. 
He further complains of the menaces employed 


to draw the different members of the Germanic 38 g 


body from that prudent neutrality, which their, _ 


CET, 


political ſituation and their deareſt” intereſts pre- 


35 
4. i 


ſcribe to them; and of the engagements taken 


them 


1 


wich the 2 ain. et of 1 to determine 5 


* 


ae 5 or 165 * . 


dc to commence hoſlilities 3 . : be 7 


laments the intrigues which have armed Ruſſia | 
againſt the Conſtitution of Poland, and which an- 
nounce à great conſpiracy againſt all free States, 
that threatens, Inevitably to plunge Europe into a 
general war, He invites him to employ in hid 
wiſdom, and i in the plenitude of his influence, the 
means compatible with the independence of the 
French Nation, to ſtop whilſt yet it might be ef- 
feed the progreſs of this combination, which 
threatens equally the peace, the liberty, and 


the happineſs of Europe, and particularly to 
prevent from acceding to this combination, 


| thoſe of his allies, whom they may wiſh to draw 
into it, or even thoſe, who may already have been 
engaged in it by fear, artifice, and the different 
pretexts of a policy equally falſe and deteſtable. 
Whatever favourable diſpoſition our court 


ne 


might have felt towards the general armed conſe- 


deracy, which it may till have thought prudent, | 
to difſemble, a leſs ſatisfactory anſwer could not 8 


have been given to M. de Chauvelin's note. The 
raweſt novice in politics will perceive an obvious 
difference between the interference with the in- 


ternal affairs of an independent ſtate, and the in- 


termediation of a third power to prevent or eloſe 
a rupture between contending ſovereigns. The 
former as evidently incroaches upon the rights 
and inde plaſence of other ſovereigns, as the lat. 


3 


\ 
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| 5 1% 1 Ae 
ter Wann and recognizes them. The on- 
i I ſatisfaction however attempted to be given to 


5 this official note, was, © That the lame ſenti- | 


© ments which engaged his Majeſty not to inter- 
tc fere with the internal affairs of France, equally . 
c tended to induce him to reſpect the rights and 
0 independance of other ſovereigns, and particu- 
« larly thoſe of his allies.” This evaſive anſwer 
to the French ambaſſador ſufficiently beſpoke the 
approbation with which England viewed the mea- 
Jures of its allies againſt France. * 8 
It has not hitherto and perhaps never will be 
ea known to the public what the direct and 
full purport was of that convention which was 
holden at Pilnitz in the courſe of the year 1790. 
I ſhall hazard no conjectures; but ſhall conclude - 
that where I ſee a vaſt federative combination of 
great powers againſt France, it muſt have been 
formed at the only meeting which has taken place 
between the leading members of that confederacy, | 
+ who from that time have co-operated in no other 
public meaſures than in thoſe which 2 have 
purſued againſt France. „ 
| The late Emperor Leopold finiſhed his PU 7 
reign by almoſt a ſudden death on the firſt of 
March. Grievous ſuſpi picions of French poiſon 
had alſo been entertained upon his death at ſo 
very critical a moment; but an authentic narra- 


tire of bis caſe did away ** ae. 5 He 
was 


338 


COR (529g Wy 
was, ſucceeded, by his ſon Francis 1. who u 
proclaimed Emperor at Frankfort on the 5th of 


July. The firſt act of his reign was to declare 


his cordial acceſſion to the treaty of Pilnitz ; and 


from henceforth the courts of Vienna, and Ba 


joined in public h ſtilities againſt France. 2 
IT The court of Vienna publiſhed a 8 | 
manifeſto of the reaſons which induced her to take 
up arms againit France. The firſt of theſe regard- 
ed the nature of the protection. afforded to the 


emigrants, which through miſrepreſentation had. 


given much umbrage to France. The next touch⸗ 
ed that ſpirit of anarchy and violence now reigning 
in France, of which it had become neceflary for 


a concert of princes to check the progreſs; in or- ; E 


der to oppoſe the introduction of it into their. 


ſtates. That it, depended on thoſe who reign at 


preſent over France to make this concert ceaſe - 
immediately, by reſpecting the tranquillity and 
rights of other powers, and to. guarantee the. . 
tial baſis of the French monarchical form of N 
ment againſt the infringements of violence and 


anarchy. That France had ſent an army of one 1 


hundred and thirty thouſand men to the borders 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands, whilſt Auſtria had 
not even ten thouſand men to defend * 
In a word, that whilſt France was loudly com- 
plaining (without reaſon) of other powers for in- 
terfering in che conſequences. of their new Con⸗ 

| dienten, 
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duction and inſurrection. 
The King of Pruffia alſo publiſhed an . 


fition of the reaſons which had determined him to: 


, 


take up arms againſt France. His manifeſto was 

more diffuſe. than that of Auſtria, and entered 

more particularly into the ſuppreſſion and inva- 
fion of the rights and poſſefſions of the German 
princes of Alſace and Lorrain, and the violation of 


the treaties that united France to the German 


Empire. It particularly noticed the mifchievous 


conſequences of propagating antimonarchical prin. 
_ ciples: and that the unprovoked attack of his 
ally the King of Hungary and Bohemia in his 


Belgie provinces, he looked upon as an invaſion 
of the German Empire by French troops, and con. 


ſequently as an unequivocal declaration of war by _ 


France againſt his ally, with whom he had en. 
tered into a defenſive alliance. _ 
Theſe acts or manifeſtoes of the allied powers pro- 


- 


duced a conſiderable fermentation at Paris. The 


country was publicly declared to be in danger: 
and the moſt vigorous meaſures were immediately 

adopted to recruit the army and firengthen the 
frontiers. A royal proclamation was publiſhed, 


| which ſet forth i ma very ſtrong light the dangers 14 


to which the country was expoſed. The con- 
ſequeyge was a profuſion of yolunteers and re- 
PT» cruity 
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| «cuits of all nges and qualities pouring down ups | 
on the frontiers ene 
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It is well known that Sebi was 2 gene 


| rendezvous of all the French emigrants. Here 
they had aſſembled to the number of near twenty 


thouſand ; and the King of Pruſſia on his arrival! 


was received as their ſaviour. The natural viva- 
city of the French diſpoſition had already antici- 
pared the reduction of their country to the un- 
limited power of their former monarch, and the 
whole ancient order of things. The reigning 
Duke of Brunſwick had the command of the com- 
| bined armies which were deſtined for the great 
enterpriſe of invading France. But before he 
began his march from Coblentz, in order that the 
whole world might fully know the views and ſpirit 
of bis glorious miſſion, he publiſhed a declaration 
or manifeſto in his own name; in which he firſt 
generally recapitulated the reaſons which had in- 1 
duced the Emperor and the —_ of Pruſſia to 
combine their forces againſt France. To theſe 
2 high intereſts,” ſays he, © is added another im- 
« portant object, and which both ſovereighs have 
ic moſt cordially in view, which is to put an end to 
e that anarchy. which prevails in the interior parts 
4 of France; to put a ſtop to the attacks made on | 
"8 the throne. and the altar; and reſtore to the 5 
eg itiwate power, e T bent as com- 
mander 
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mander-in chief of che two armies; be des. 
nce. to enrich themſelves by conqueſt? 


and diſclaims any intention to meddle with tb inter- 
nal Government of France. But in caſe of their 
making any reſiſtance when ſunimened to ſurren- 
der, or when attacked ʒ or of their not preventing 

conflagrations, murders, and pillage; or of their 


removing the King and Royal Family from Paris; 


or of their attempting to force or inſult the palace 


of the Thuilleries; or of their offering the . 5 


violence or outrage to their Majeſties or the Roy 
Family: then does he fulminate his maledictions 
upon the devoted land; he denounces inſtant 
death to the rebels taken in arms; decupitiriay' 
and confiſcation to the members of the depart- 


ments, diſtricts, and municipalities; military ex | 
ecution to the members of the national afſembly,' 


magiſtrates, and all the inhabitants of Paris; ; and 10 


total deſtruction to their guilty iti „ 30 - 
Notwithſtanding the raging nat of! this”; 


thundering menace, the Duke of Brunſwick was 


ſtill haunted with the reproaching qualms of lenityj ; 


and before a ſymptom of the effects of his firſt 
manifeſto, could be perceived, in- Jeſs than . 
eight hours he ſends forth a ſecond to confirm and 


heighten the terror: of the firſt; declaring NN» i. 


66 that if, contrary. to all expectation, by the pole 


4 or baſeneſs of ſome inhabitants of Paris, tha 
| ge King, the Queen, or any other perſon of the * 1 — 


I | « Royal 


”- 


1 Royal Fant thould be ried off from d 


city, all the places and towns whatſoever which 
« ſhall not have oppoſed their paſſage, and ſhall 


& not have ſtopped their proceedings, ſhall incur 


& the ſame puniſhments as thoſe inflicted. on the 
« inhabitants of Paris, and their route ſhall; be 


Fo marked with a ſeries of exemplary puniſh- 


<& ments juſtly due to the authors and aberrors of 


; « crimes for which there is no remiſſion,” 


* 


However carefully the different parties to tl che 


convention of Pilnitz conceal from the eyes of 
curioſity and of intereſt, the origin, baſis, and 


ſprings that ſet the vaſt federative machine in mo- 
tion, yet cannot the public be blind to the mea · 


ſures they have actually purſuea, nor ought the 
£ faithful. annaliſt to loſe fight of the principles 


on which they profeſs to have entered into the 
eracy, upon vhich they boalt of having under- 


4 taben and continued a moſt deſtructive war, and 
upon which they have ſucceeded in engaging this 


country, as well as moſt other powers of Europe, 
in the fatal alliance. Truth and jultice are never 


at variance. All parties diſavow the right, and 


diſclaim the intention of interfering with the in- 


: ternal Government of France; and in the ſame 
; | breath they inſiſt upon the abolition of that change 


in their internal Government which the Nation 


bad called for, and which the King bimſelf had 
| | accepted 


* 
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the mode and place i in which theſe alterations are ; 


to be brought about, or new arrangements formed 
in the internal Government of the kingdom. They 


threaten to enforce the execution of their inter» 
|  fering mandates, not by the ſlow, cold, and in- 


efficient proceſs of criminal law; but by the bold 
energy of military juftice, by the ſummary and i in- 


_ - diſcriminate deſtruction of whole bodies, munici- 


palities, towns, cities, departments, and provinces. 
No diſavowal of theſe principles has as yet been 


attempted by the confederated powers. Their 


inability indeed to reduce them to practice bas 


been ſufficiently manifeſted. They boaſt of their 
meritorious aid in aſſiſting to check the confuſion 5 


and ſuppreſs the anarchy of France. Thus did 
certain confederated powers force their officious 
ſervices upon Poland in 1773, to heal the ſuffer - 
ings of that diſtracted kingdom; and they gene- 
rouſly rewarded their own meritorious interference 


by the diſmemberment and partition of a great 


part of that unfortunate empire. 


Great Britain had not hitherto appeared: upon 
the ſtage in this eventful tragedy: her part, in- 
tended to be the principal and moſt intereſting 

of the piece, was cautiouſly reſerved for the latter 
ſcenes of the cataſtrophe : yet had the prompter 

(perhaps imprudently and prematurely) divulged 


W 


* the French, who af upon the preſent ſyſtems. . 

e titled to expeft it. All war which is not battle, 
1 will be military execution, - This will beget- 44 of 
6 retaliation from yu; and every retaliatios will 


- too much of ihe 5 1 iatrigae of the N 
# If ever a foreign prince enters into France, bs. 
bee muſt enter it as into a country. of aſſaſſins. The. 


* mode of civilized war will uot be pratiiſed, nor are 


«.beget a new revenge. The ball-bouuds of war on 


2 all fides will be uncoupled cad uumuzzled.” When 


a criminal is forewarned that there can be no re- 


miſſion for his crime, his remaining liberty will, of 
courſe be uſed to ward off the threatened execu- 
tion: he will be leſs delicate in the future means 


of ſelf. preſervation than he had been in contract | 


ing the original guilt. What loſs of blood have 


not theſe fatal menaces occaſioned in France 

Notwithſtanding the Burgeſſes of the royal 
Scotch Burghs had failed in their late attempts 
to bring their grievances under the conſideration 
of the legiſlature, they could not thus abandon 


a cauſe which they knew to be founded in truth 


and therefore entitled to juſtice. The ſteady per- 


00 ſeverance of. conſcious rectitude is powerfully 


operative. The delegates from the different 
Burghs had met and deliberated for ſeveral days 
upon the ſubject at nn The cool hoy 


Letter to - Member of the Nationd Aﬀembly, p- 45+ 
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this grand work, was a moſt exemplary pattern 

for all perſons labouring under grievances from 

which they think themſelves entitled to be freed, 0 
On the 26th of the month they thought proper 
to publiſh to the world at large the real views 

and motives for their undertaking to bring about 
dhis neceffary reform in the Burghs : they were 
juitly indignant at being repreſented (as the 
faſhion had become) as turbulent and ſeditious 


men, aiming at the ſubverſion of Government 


and the deſtruction of the Conſtitution. « The 
« Convention,“ they ſay, “ of Burgeſles met for 
ce the purpoſe of obtaining from the wiſdom and 
«juſtice of the Britiſh legiſlature a-reform in the 
ce internal government of the royal, Burghs of 
_ « Scotland, think it their duty at this time to de- 
* clare, that they entertain the moſt loyal attach- 
ee ment to our moſt gracious Sovereign and his 
« illuſtrious family, the deepeſt ſenſe of the ſupe- 
- & rior excellence of the Britiſh Conſtitution, to 
etc maintain for ever the. principles on, which it is 
<« eſtabliſhed, and to defend it from every i inno- 
&« vation by which it may in the Lightelt pe 
« be hurt or injured.” 5 
In this and the preceding months addrefles up- 
on the late proclamation were poured in from 
moſt counties, boroughs and towns in the king- 
dom. For a great part of this month a flying 
2 


WOE ES five thouſand 1 men was kept * 
on and about Bagſhot-Heath. The Duke of Rich- 
mond, who had projected the ſcheme, was the 
commander in chief, and ſignalized himſelf in this 


army by his attention to the diſcipline of the 


men and the ſevetity of the ſervice which he 


made them undergo during chis ſhort campaign. 5 
It had been originally intended to have formed 


this camp before the 14th of the month, which 
was the anniverſary of the French federation ; but 


pearance would argue an expeQancy, and . there- 


fore enſure ſome riot. or diſturbance on that day, 
or that the neceſſary camp equipage and other 
- preparations were ſtil incomplete, the day paſed 
over without a ſhadow. of turbulence. — 


che nation. The expences of this enc 


— evo bandrodrhouland pounds. 
The Cabinet muſt have known how near we were to 


an actual war, and were conſequently. impreſſed - 
| — — of mancuvring 


five thouſand men for a fortnight to prepare them 


for actual ſervice, and to inure them to the hard- 


ſmips of a continental campaign by anticipating 
ſome of the more common wants of water and 
Alher neceffaries on the arid heath of Bagſhor- 
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whether it were apprehended, that ſuch an ap- 
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* 7 HATEYER, may. have been de p icular 
ſipulations-of the different contracting panties in 
the convention of Pilnitz, it is certain that the 
baſis of cheir agreement muſt have been ſome gene- 
ral and fundamental principle in which they all 
; concurred; | The King of Pruſſia is openly ac- 
kao ledged to have been u principal party in that 
the Czarina was alſo known to have ac- 


„ v LY — 


ceded to it, though, ſhe hadi as yet taken no public 


| meaſure, which unequivocally beſpoke her en- 
gagement. It is a fair deduction then, that a prin - 
ciple of action in which both theſe powers have 
openly joined, ſo far from militatinig againſt the. 
ſpirit of that convention, actually made an eſſen - 
tial part of chat formidable and hitherto OR. 
ous concert of Princes. For the credit of the 
cauſe and the honour of the reigning ſovereigus of 
; Europe let it be preſumed, that no principles 
| gainſt the increaſe or ſtability of civil freedom 
formed the baſis of that confedetracy. Yer the 
lamentable caſe of the. virtuous Wenden, over - 
The ſub- 
| ſcription. hich. Was hy es on ſacs about 5 time in 
England for the ſupport of the Poliſh Revolution, 
juſtifies my introducing the ſubjett ; though this 
Oy has as yet taken no public ſtep either to 
5 . prevent 


diſtant Ss ang. in. this glorious wy 5 
8 of civil freedom beſpeaks a zeal for liberty v 
ought to be cheriſhed and encouraged at the ver 
nur lrus of the Britiſh Conſtitution. The views of 
the Conventioners at Pilnitz probably extended 
to all Europe, though they werber ram 


ww dat dur eee tos feng 
ly beſpeak an intention ot a wiſh to weaken and- 
: de ray: bee grown voor might W 
favekigns were re diſpoſed 70 > meaſure out 'to the 
eee, 20097 280 Ul SAITO InAtG 
Even the counter an Mr. Bebe 
done juſtice to the glorfous event of the Polin 
Revdlation. + e Here was à ftate of things, 
t which ſeemed to invite and · might perhaps juſ- 
A tify bold enterpriſes and deſperate experiment. 
But in what manner was this chaos brouglit 
into order? The means were as ftriking to e 
imagination as ſatisfactory to the reaſon' and | 
«* ſoothing to the moral ſentiments. In contem- 
„ plating that change humanity has every thing 
« 0 a ede to glory' in. b 5 ve 1 9 270 5 
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an additional force of ninety thouſand. The 
Folandets not conceiving that the internal regula- 
ment could afford any pre- 
power to make war upon them, 
and having. no hoſtile deſigns upon any of their 
neighbours, had totally neglected even to think of 
warlike Preparations. | Encouraged however. by 


tion of their Goy 


"py, regeneration when the-imperious. Cube 
without a ſhadow. of pretence (unleſs from the 
approximation of liberty, which ſhe never meant 
to admit into her empire), invades the tepublic 

wich a0 army of ſixty thouſand men, and 
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Let robbe maenner 6 it. 


$ to back them in- caſe of reſiſtance with 


tence to a foreign 


their truly heroic. prince, they made a moſt reſo - 
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e probably is the moſt, pure and defecared public 
| * nod, which ever has been. conferred on man- | 
ak” Na had: Poland and 1 pacr nals - 


_ lute ſtand againſt theſe deſpotic invaders, and un- 


der a great inferiority. of numbers and diſcipline 
- ia xd ſome. very ſignal and brilliant advantages. 
The King however finding che conteſt to be fo 
very unequal, was unwilling: to eppreſs his be- 
loved ſubjects for reſources, which now began to 
fail him. That ſame benevolent diſpoſition which 
_ had prompred bim to co · operate inthe: Revolu- 
tion, now urged him to ſpare the fruitleſs effu- 


hap hi as wy 4 . a coun - 
in 1 135 e 
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228 * to wem che wg! 5 fpatthes 
rom che Eye ahich pe a 


upon -rlie anprovoket! but refit 8888 ef 
Auſtria and Pruſſia with Ruſſia to r if not 
d 00 diſmember and divide their kingdom. Frotn 
Ng henceforth that unfortunate country was degraded 
again into her former ſlavery, and may thence- 
forth be ee Upon as a mg to 5 omen 

1 ee FFC 
Since PRE Brain is now in Alber Vith 
| -Proflia, it will be highly proper to remark” that 
| ſhe had alſo entered into a defenſive alliatice 
with Poland ſo lately, as on the 23d of April 
185590: by which it had been expreſſly ſtipulat- 
ed, That the contracting parties ſhould do all 
in their power to guarantee and preſerve to 
_* each other reciprocally the whole of the territo- 

0 ries which each other then poſſeſſed. That. in 

e caſe of menace or invaſion from any foreign 

4 power they ſhould aſſiſt each other with their 
: whole force if neceſſary,” That if any foreign 
power whatever ſhould preſume to interfere in 
es the internal affairs of Poland, his Pruſſian Ma- 


8 ee ſhould conſider this as a caſe falling with- 
in the meaning of che alliance, and ſhould uſſiſt 
aer W of tho forego- 


FL 3 . Cc 1 | 0; <img : 
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. ici whole faroe.2 fe | "o 
will be readily ſuppoſed that Poland upon the 
firſt intimation of ,/ hoſtilities claimed from the 
court of Berlin the performance of a. treaty ſo 
recently entered into with the expreſs view of up- 
holding the Conftitution, which they were then 
framing. But his Pruſſian Majeſty in anſwer to their 
application told them that the treaty was dated _.. 
previous to the new Conſtitution, which had eſta 
bliſhed a new order of things, and that therefore 5 
he held himſelf abſolved from his engagement. 
It intereſts us alſo to know, that his Pruſſian Mas 
jeſty had been confidentially conſulted about the 
formation of the new Conſtitution of Poland, and 
that he had actually ſuggeſted and recommended 
ſome of the obnoxious acts which the Empreſs 
complained of in her declaration againſt the Poles, 
And; that when the new Conſtitution of Poland 
was propoſed to his Majeſty he gave not the ' 
 Gigbreſt: intimation that tbe neu order of | things 9 
would diſſolve his alliance: fo far from it, that n 1 
the 14th of May 1791, Mr. Goltz the 'charge_ 
ow e 1p om: Nn was conmifioþed nn GONE 
| . + Thoſe who juſtify our preſcnt on 8 the 
eſpect we owe to treaties, will do well to examine, what by . 
treaties we are bounden to do for Poland and Dantzic, partieu- 2} 


beende the proteting and preſrring them whole and entire 
Ke. Vid Treaty of Oliva, and thoſe of 1436, 1474s 163% 


155 1659, 1707s 1725, &c. 1 N {$2 #47 42 e 3 
en e 1 HT =" Ee” 14 — P a | ly | | 


EW, we wennn NY 
8 W oy A © Wo ö 1 be a * * 7 
0 «6 : is 9 
- ; bt 25 
1 N 23 n 4 * * 
f # SE Xt 8 
> 
* 
£ * 


s jour is We hard Kiag of 
© Pruſſis's entire approbation pf the new arranges 
ment in Poland; In the federative ſpirit of this 
inge of open and ſecret alliances, the uprivude of 
tte contracting parties to perform their engage* 

ments is not the laſt nor the eaſt Nr, -N 


7 


matic attention. 5 
In tracing the facts and events which n 
arreſt the obſervation of an hiſtorian, it becomes 

frequently neceſſary to recall the attention of his 
reader to the ſpirit and principles from which they 

proceed. In the beginning of this month, Europe 
bebeld more than three hundred thouſand men in 
_ . the field, with the avowed view of ſupporting ot 
ſubverting the Revolution of France. It muſt bo 
temembered at the ſame time that the Government 
ef France was founded upon a limited monarchy. 
That this ſituation of France had given rife to the 
Convention of Pilnitz, excited the philippics of 
Mr. Burke; and the indignation and execration 
| bf this country againſt that ſyſtem, armed Pruſſia 
and the Empire, and cemented many private con- 
Rs races amidft ſubordinate powers, which the 
| 5 uncertainty of the grand ſue ftil keops: evan: 


oy 1 dential fecre cy. 5 

% No ſooner was the manifeſto. of the Duke of. 4 

1 Brunſwick received in Paris, than immediately | 

| the King wrote à letter to the National Aſſembly 
| W of bis furpriſs and contempt of the per. 

Es: an he „ formance, 


al ; to, aſticution, and 1 | 
reſolution to — 3 hoftile efforis of the oon - 
bined. . powers. The. miſchievous. effects of vg 


fer manifeſto. upon: France, are without .neaſure: Rnd 


e 


and a motion for fading it to the mee. ooo f 
partments was rejected. It was urged by Iſnard 
and Thuriot to be a maſs of falſehood and inſin- 
cerity, and that, in the preſent moment of alarm 

and danger, his known duplicity ought not to be 

truſted. At. this moment were admitted. to tho 

bar of the Aſſembly the Envoys from the Com- 

monalty of Paris, with Petion at their head, who . 

demanded, in the name of the forty-eight ſeftions, 
that the King ſhould be excluded from the throne, 


and that the management of affairs during the in - 


terregnum ſhould be entruſted to reſponſible: mis | 
yiſters, until a ne King ſhould be elected by a 1. 
National Convention. He recapitulated every £ire 
cumſtance, from the beginning of the Revolution, 
that could rendet the King odious and ſuſpected 
by the Nation: that he 100 had taken a pam 
againſt them in the Convention of Pilnita, and 0 
was indefatigable in his attempts to bring about a 
counter. revolution. 57 His ſpeech, which was in 
uriting, was delivered in to the Preſident s but... 
the Aſſembly came to no reſalution upon is. in 
dae ere nen a ae. 


% ; 
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- quaint the Aſſembly that the Ele dor er cds 
| and. hs Doke of run n enn the 
armed confederacy. 
on the enſuing Fe (Auguſt by the bine 
committee demanded that thirty-three ſail of the 
Laid ſhould be put into commiſſion, in conſequence - 
of the reports of a Britiſh armament, But the 
Aſſembly rejected the application, thinking it un- 
vwiſe to provoke Great Britain to hoſtilities, after 
ſhe had ſo recently renewed her aſſurances of neu- 
trality to their ambaſſador. A fleet at ſea and a 
camp in time of peace are not very uſual ſights in 
England: however, the Cabinet of Saint James 
ſpoke peace; and the ruling power in France 
gave ready credit to what it earneſtly wiſhed. The 
Jacobins had now acquired a decided aſcend- 
ancy over the mob, and they were reſolved to 
profit of the exiſting circumſtances to cruſh all the 
conſtituted powers. This may with propriety be 
called the opening ſcene of that dreadful tragedy 
of blood and horrors, the eee 
which we ſtill look up to with ſhuddering dread. 
Wichout flying out with Mr. Burke into enthuſi- 
aſtie execrations of the new Conſtitution of France, 
it muſt be allowed that the ſmall portion of power 
allotted by it to the ſupreme executive power, 
was but ill calculated to enſure permanency to ſo 
vaſt a machine. The wiſh and deſigu of ruining 
"_ benevolent and ill-fated ' Louis XVI. could 
R but 


K . "ry Ys Gi ee of 8 
_erous © le, ; but a prime intent of this Hit. 
tory is to examine how far. the conduct of the = 
_ "concerted princes may have provoked, forwarded, 
Fi multiplied, and prolonged the barbarous enormi- 
ties of thoſe cruel men. Inſulting to humanity 
would be the feeling for the ſufferers of the preſent 
calamities, which was. not active in bringing about 
A a ſpcedy and laſting end to their miſeries. 

All the meaſures of the Jacobin party in Fra rance | 

"have been planned wich the moſt artful precau- 
tions, as they have been executed with the moſt 
' ferocious reſoluteneſs. Whatever may have been 
the principles or the plans of the princes ſertled ; * | 
open and concerted meaſures of the leading par- 
ties of that. convention. The unfortunate Louis 
bad been unaccountably (if not baſely) abandoned 
"by the bulk of the French nobility, who, had 
2 embodied and embarked openly. with the combi» | 

1 powers againſt France. Wbate ver remained 
| of reſpectabiliiy in the nation, if they did not, 
like the emigrant nobility, with for the complete 
_reſtirution, of the ancient deſpotiſm, yet they wete 
hz more ſang iguine to give permanency to à Conſtitu- 
| dos, which ſhould enſure them a limited and be- 


reditary monarchy i in the perſon of their beloved | | | 


borereiga, Theſe latter were more formidable 
10 the Jacobins that the former. Both the Emi- 


5 „ „ 


1 10 4 
| grants and Confticacnalifs heath 1 8 5 
Ally deſ piſed and execrated each other, et 
agreed, in the common wich to preſerve the dig- 
nity and ſafety. of their ſovereign, whom the Ja- 
cobins were determined to ruin. They profited 
of the fatal errors and folly of the combined pow- 
ers, who by their proclamations had unequivocally 
aſſerted that the King x was not fincere in accepting the 
N Conſtitution. - i he truth or falſity of the aſſertion 
. was of little import. It ſuffced for the Jacobins 
to hold him out to the nation as combining with 
: foreign powers to reduce France by force of arms 
either to a ſtrange yoke, or to a worſe than their 
= abcient ſlavery. Whatever party in France might | 
5 bave fill wiſhed with the emigrant nobility. for 
VE a the re · eſtabliſiment of the ancient vnqualified 
| power of the Crown, could not avow themſelves : 
N "abettors of che immediate cauſe of the enemies 
who were marching into che kingdom! in open war. 
| All choſe who had ſworn to ſupport the Conſti- 
tution were by their oath committed to defend it, 
againſt thoſe who by an open armed confederacy | 
were attempting to deſtroy it. Thus by this ill 
_Judg ed and fatal declaration the real, cauſe of roy- 
alty in France was irretrievabiy deprived of the 
poliibilt of any open or efficient ſupport, If 5 
the aſſertion were true, it could but add coiufort, 
not Encouragement | to a. party. awed and terrified 
into abſolute * if it were falle, it 5 
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ee unforranate eee to etert their efforts 


cy was the ill-fated Lo 


arxiſtocracy, or the promoters of a temperate ſyſa 


tem of liberty. Thus the triumphant Jacobus 


found no force bold enough to withſtand: then 
no: influence r e to G 
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The yam was now bench to thy ahi 


ed and armed ener at his . 


By: the/ dect ſpitit of — if 


vis deprived of any poll! 
fible ſupport” either from the devotees to che old = 
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The general La Fayette, who from a real love f 


liberty, and not from any deſign or even appre- 
henfion of miſchief to his country, had riſqued bis 
life and facrificed his fortune in the cauſe of the Re- 

volution, beca 


ſtructive plans of the Jacobins. He was accord. 
ingly denounted to the Aſſembly, but upon ſe- 
veral diviſiotis was honourably acquitted. The ac- 
quittal of this enemy of the Jacobins fermented 
the diſappointed party into a paroxyſm of deſpair, 
"They unſheathed the ſword, threw away the feab. 
bard, and determined to try their force upon the 
_ deſperate and deciſive queſtion of the King's de · 
| en n of bribery, ſeduction or 


1 


45 ne ſuſpected of inciviſm ; in other 
. words, was known to difrelifh the violent and ge. 


Anh SE itimidation 5 


events of the roth of Auguſt, when the Th 
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| 1 e 7th of the month made his made. 
clamation to his ſubjefts, which breathes the pureſt 


ſentiments: of a patriot King. It appeared to 


produce no other effect than to afford the Jaco- 
end meter of badet ban an d 
the multitude as oo 4 


© ing with the armed c 5 
y againſt the liberties of the nation... aan DA 
The grand and fatal queſtion of ee or 


| forfeiture ſtogd: for the gth of the month: but the 
àgitation of the public mind in Paris was too 


Sent ee permit the queſtion to be fairly diſcuſſed 


in the Aſſembly. The purport of this Hiſtory, 


will not allow me to detail the awful and terrific 


were aſſailed by the ferocious and armed mobs 
of the federates of Marſeilles and deſperadaes of 
Paris; when the King was inveigled to quit his 
palace and ſeek an aſylum for himſelf and his fas. 


mily in the perfidious arms of the Aſſembly; when 


he withdrew in his perſon from his moſt faithful 
ſupporters the animating ohject of loyalty and tbe 


 ſanftioning ſolace of deſperate defence ; when the 
faithful friends and body guards of this unfortu- 
nate monarch were ſacrificed in defending the + - 


ſented ſtation of their affrighted*or-confuſed ſove - 
reign; when the ferocity of a barbarous mob had 


1 5 been ſatiated with the bloody inſults. upon the 
a e of their fellow-citizens; when the 


2 3 5 | declining 5 


En the porenou horizon of confuſion, fag 


e e eee ee 


5 oth of Auguſt continued for ſome time, and 
| _—_ atrocities. were daily committed upon indi- | 


viduals. The National Aſſembly declared the 
King ſuſpended, and that both he and his whole 
family ſhould remain as hoſtages to the Nation: 

they were accordingly committed under a ſtrong 


25 guard to the Temple; from whence there was no 


poſſibility of eſcape. Upon the depoſition of the 


' King, the Britiſh. Ambaſſador the Earl of Gower. - 
left Paris, having made as public a declaration, 


4 


as circumſtances would permit, of GAA = 
neutrality on the part of his Court. e 


In order to render this change in he dd 


Government of France palatable and permanent, 
it was thought expedient to invite the French Na. 
tion to form a National Convention: accordingly 


the conditions for its formation were ſettled and 


publiſhed: and ſoon after a very minute and elabo - 
nate declaration (prepared by Condorcet) was cir- 
culated through all the departments, as an expo · 


j fition of the motives upon which the French Na- 

tional Aſſembly had proclaimed the convocation 
of a National Convention, and pronounced the 

Peer of 05 executive e in the hands of 


eee 3 2 0 e if ; #! N LON _ 


9 k . LP, 


1 the bllgenee- boss e or * 
1 were carrying on a; ar of priv- 
 _ ciple, wearied the public with declarations- and 
5 Ronny ce, forth a partial detail 
o expoſe cheir own cauſe by ſome groſs incan- 
fiſtancy or notorious falficy. Thus a freſh mani- 
feſto of the Emperor and King of Pruſſia con- 
_ +gludes, by their ſolemn declaration to Eurepe, 
. «hatin the juſt war they had undertaken they c- 
preſaly renounce all perſonal views of aggiandize- 
ment; and to France, that they meant not to 
interfere with its internal adminiſtration: but that 
_ - ithey were reſolved to re-eſtabliſh order, and give 
protection to thoſe who ſhould ſubmit to the King 
85 eee - eee eee eee: 


8 an 0 en paris e a. | 
ble juſtice, if any amempt of violence ſhould be 
_ «ence an eſtabliſument for the King and his family 
and brothers in ſome frontier town of his king pt 
dom, from whence be might exerciſe his anrienr 
ibi and pouurs, and effectually render the king- 
oY ef fubmiſſive to his ſupreme authorit. 
The declaration of the Princes, which appeared | 
within a few days after this manifeſto, was an 
Nn philippic * oſtentatious menace,. little 


calculated, = 
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NY bed alas! to ſooth the MY ee 
cenſed countrymen.” In order to gain credit and 5 


- ſeeure their confidence, they aſſure them, that 


they had leſt the kingdom, not ſo much from a 


deſire for their own perſonal ſafety as that of the 


4 * 


King. The emigration from our country was to make 
- ourſelves the ſafeguard of his Majety. They reca- 
pitulate and confirm the manifeſto of the Emperor 


and King of Pruſſia, and of their hero he great 


Duke of Brunſwick. They introduce upon the 


ſcene new parties to the confederacy, that hitherto 


were not publicly known to have acceded to it, 


« the Kings of the Houſe of Bourbon, our au- 
« ouſt couſins: our much honoured father-in- 
« Jaw, the Neſtor of Sovereigns : the Heroine of 
« the North, our ſublime protectreſs: and the 
© young heir of the unfortunate Guſtavus,” They 


re-echo the proteſtation of all theſe confederated | 


Sovereigns againſt interfering with the internal 


government of the kingdom, and declare that, 


under their auſpices, their only object is to reſtore 


the ancient ( unlimited) e the ancient” 


laws, manners, &c. g 
All the plans for the campaign having. beaſt 
ſettled, the Pruſſian troops began their march 


from Triers on the 11th of the month ; and by 


the end of it Longwy, a ſmall but well forti- 


fed town, had ſurrendered to General Clairfait, 


who > commanded an army of about ſixteen thou - 
M 0 --— og. mo 


#f - 


. 


' land: men; it. was ee wa about. fi = 
hours. Some accounts ſtate that the garriſon 
conſiſted of one thouſand five hundred, others of 
three thouſand five hundred men. Verdun was | 
alſo ſummoned, and ſurrendered. to the Duke | 
of Brunſwick without reſiſtance. The Gover- 
nor of Longwy was accuſed of having delivered 
up the town through treachery. The Governor 
of Verdun was compelled to do it by the inha- 
bitants: but he would not ſurvive che W 
ad ſhot himſelf with a piſtol. 

The adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt. has ever been 
remarked for the frequent occaſions which he had 
enjoyed of extending his patronage to his friends. 
Such of them in particular, who by his bounty 
were removed from the precarious ſtate of expec- 
fancy, became urgent with their diſintereſfed pa- 
tron to ſecure at leaſt ſome proviſion of indepen- 

Ades for himſelf againſt the evil day « of change 

or retribution. With much difficulty was he pre- 
I; vailed upon to break through his maiden yows. 
| == of diſintereſtedneſs, and accept of the appointment 
yp of the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports lately 
vacant by the death of the Earl of Guildford. 

Towards the cloſe of this month M. le Brun 
the French miniſter for foreign affairs, . in order 
to rranquillize the agitated minds of that nation, 
thought it advilable" to lay before them their real 


* TER 8 pes oP powers. He ſtated 
that 


— 


chat Sw \ Was unequivocal i F 
_ rally and marked intention not to enter” into 
the general league of powers againſt France : that 
Nuſſia had been able to do no more than' threaten, 
though ſhe did not àttempt to diſguiſe her hoſtile 
5 intention: that Spain, Naples and Sardinia were 
| in the like ſituation: that the generality of the 7, 
Germanic' Body ſhewed a'fitm reluctance to take 
arms againſt France : and that Holland and En- 
gland never ceaſed to promiſe the moſt perfect T 
neutrality. Such were the avowed views and open | 
_ profeſſions of theſe different powers: it was hows =» 
ever remarked, that about this very time the ö 
Landgrave of Heſſe acceded to the confederacy, 
and headed a body of ſeven thouſand and ten 
Heſſians with a large train of artillery to Treves. 2 
It was not credited that the Landgrave even on 4 
_ this occaſion went out of his accuſtomed line of 
mercenary ſervice : but it was generally believed, 
that this body of troops was paid for by ſome of 
dhe powers of Europe, whoſe adverſe wiſhes and 
hoſtile intentions towards France were kept con- 
cealed behind their public W of neu... 
rrality and forbearance. 
In this general. convulſion of the principal 
powers of Europe the Britiſh Cabinet was in rea- 


4 licy, or affected to be under as little alarm or con- 

L cern as. if the affairs on the Continent could not 
| n en y affect the fate of the Britiſh Em- 
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were diſperſed over the country as widely as 


them. Mr. Pitt however, 
e Cinque Ports, remained chiefly at his newly 
5 acquired caſtle of Walmer on the Kentiſh coaſt,” 
where the couriers from the Continent had occa- 
—_ | fionally orders to call in their route to town. 1 


eaſures and purſuits could ſeparate 
Lord 'Warden of 
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| Tar E ener of abs to the 3 of 
the Duke of Brunſwick ſeems to have completed 
the delirium of rage which his thundering mani- 

feſto had given riſe to. Paris became a ſcene of 
alarm and agitation: the ruling demagogues ſeized 
the moment of terror to hurl deſtruction upon 
their domeſtic enemies, and artfully converted 
the threats of the contederated powers .into the : 
ready miniſters of their own bloody Vengeance. 
The fatal prediction was Tecalled to their minds, 
i * that if ever a foreign prince enter into France, be 
| muſt enter it as into @ country of aſſaſſins. The mode 

of civilized war will not be prafiiſed ; nor are the 
| French. who aft on the preſent Mem entitled to ex- 
£ pet 3 The confirmation of it was enforced 
upon them from the Prince's wanifeſtos, and its 
6 verification detailed in the' moſt exaggerated ac- 
counts of Prouffi an maſſacres, barbarities, and 
cruelties. The Duke of Brunſwick was repreſeat- 
| ed as having paſſed Chalons.: the leſs firm were 
5 intimidated with the idea of his immediate arriyal 
at Paris to execute his threatened vengeance upon 
what devoted city. The general diſmay, terror, 

nad confuſion of the capital ſupplicd the n oy 


„ # Burke, abi bn "4, 
"NI | 71 | nary. 
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ſelves in the bload of all thoſe whoſe weite * 

e ſtood in the way of their tyrannous and li- 
centicus deſigns. The community of Paris. de- 
creed the gates of the city to be ſhut; ſummoned | 
all citizens to arms; then, under pretence of 
ſearching for arms and ammunition, they inſtitu- 


Fn * 
. i 4 2 


ted domiciliary viſits, which afforded an oppor- 
tunity in the dead of the night, of forcing away 
from their beds to priſons, thoſe perſons whoſe 


known virtues might ſecure them reſpect and in- 
fluence upon the Public: and horrid to relate, in 


che courſe of three days, they murdered without 


accuſation or defence, in cold blood, ſome thou- | 
fands, amongſt whom were ſeveral of the moſt 
learned, reſpectable; and virtuous ſubjects, 


particularly of the clergy, of that once flouriſhing 
kingdom of France! Some few, who had been 
confined to priſon on the icth of Auguſt, 
were alſo the unhappy victims of this general 
execution; amongſt theſe was the Princeſs Lam- 
balle, whoſe head was carried upon a pike to the 
Temple to terrify and ſhock the royal priſoners. 
If any circuniſtance can add horror to deeds of 
| ſuch atrocity, it was the cool, premeditated, and 
inſulting manner, in which they were perpetrated. 


The murderers impanelled a mock jury of twelve of 0 15 
their accomplices, before whom the wretched vic. 
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biens were called out in order, and imderwent « a ; 3 
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: verdict or r judgment generally pronounced. was, * 


muß be ſet at liberty, which was the word of command 
to uſher the unfortunate priſoner into the outward 
apartment, where he was immediately aſſaſſinated 


by a band of ruffians, who were paid for their 


deeds of blood at the rate of twelve livres per head. 
In order to check inquiry, and prevent detection, 
the mangled corpſes were immediately ſtripped of 
their clothes, their pockets rifled, and were then 


regularly carried off in carts, which had been pre- 


viouſly engaged for this ſervice. The ſavage re- 
gularity in the execution beſpeaks a preconcerted 
ſyſtem in this bloody tragedy from perſons above 
the immediate perpetrators of the foul deeds. There 
appears not a doubt, but that the horrors of the 


"Toth of Auguſt, and the atrocities of the zd, 3d, 


and 4th of September proceeded from the ſame - 
ſource, In reflecting with indignation and horror 


| upon theſe more than ſavage barbarities, we can- 5 
not form a conjecture where ſo many hired aſſaſ· EY 
ſins ſhould be found to perpetrate the atrocious _ 


deeds, at which a common executioner would have 


ſickened and recoiled ; we are loſt in aſtoniſh, 
ment, that 400,000 nerveleſs Pariſians, petri» 
| fied with fear and terror, ſhould have permitted 
& theſe murders to have been committed without : 
interruption for three days ſucceſſively. But we 


can never. fafficiently lament, that the mercileſs 
g Jacobing, 1 


t 137 wn,” 7 N 
" at gloried in wading to their tyrannoud 
ends through the beſt blood. of their fellow - citi- 
Zens, ſhould hate been ſupplied by the confede- - 
rates wich the only ſure means of executing their 
 ſanguinary project. They magnified their dangers 
from the external enemy; they totally ſubdued 
the cowed ſpirits of the effeminate Parifians by 


| convincing them that the Duke of Brunſwick was 


on the point of realizing his vindictive menaces 
of demoliſhing their city, of delivering up all its 
Inhabitants to military execution, and of oppreſſing 
the piteous relicts of his ſaturated vengeance with 
a worſe than their ancient deſpotiſm. In weak 
and depraved minds, even the diſtant view of per. 
| ſonal danger eaſily works off the ſympathetic hor. - 
Tor of ſeeing others ſuffer. . Thus artfully did theſe. _ : 
determined Jacobins impoſe upon the affrighted 
multitude, a ſolicitude only to ward off the me- 
naced carnage and devaſtation of their confede. 
rated enemies. Mr. Burke has wiſely ſaid, that 
there is a boundary to men's paſſions when they at 
from feeling 3 none when they are under he * 
¶ imagination. | 
It is foreign from the: We of chi ; Hiſtory: 6 
follow the motions and various ſucceſſes of the 
combined armies, to which as yet Great Britain 
bad not openly acceded. Bur its prime end re- 55 
quires me to trace in the actions of the united 


e thoſe. principles of their confederacy, 
I | "wo. 
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: drawn over them at Pilnitz, but which muſt in- 


24 


war, as well as the conduct of all other pov 
that have ſince become parties to the grand Wli- 
ance. Dumourier, who commanded the Ffenich 
army with very inferior force, contrived to pre- 
vent the progreſs of the enemy, and to defeat every 
view that had brought the combined armies into 


the field. The ſmall town of Thionville was be- . 
ſieged in vain for ſeveral weeks by the Prince 
Hohenloe and the chief body of the French emi- 


grants :- at this ſiege did theſe unfortunate men 


firſt find reaſon to lament the cauſe they had em- 


barked in, Every circumſtance of the war called 


upon their ſervices before all others; and it would 
be injuſtice to them not to allow, that the check- | 
ing of their ardour was one of the greateſt humilia- 


Hons they were reduced to ſubmit to. They of. 
fered to reduce the town by themſelves, if the 
commander in chief would ſupply them with pro- 
per ordnance for the ſiege. This was refuſed, and 
during the whole of the campaign they were con- 


| Ranclykept in the back ground in the moſt inglo- | 


rious and mortifying ination. They received no 


pay during their ſervice-; were diſbanded at the 


cloſe of the diſgraceful campaign; were pillaged' by 


che Pruffian ſoldiery, though a part of the King of 
| R's any, and were moſt „ excluded | 


from 


their conduct in the proſecution ofthe 


f 
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Having no mercy to expect from their countrymen, 
they had the ſtronger claim upon the protection 


of the ſovereign under whoſe banner they wete. - 
fighting. Some few, who had been ſurpriſed by 


the enemy, were taken and actually executed like 


common malefactors. This treatment of the 
EFrench emigrants was little calculated to give 
tranſparency to the veil of the myſterious Con- 


vention of Pilnitz: it beſpeaks ſomething more 


deep and dark in the confederacy, than the pub- 
| - lic has as yet perceived or perhaps ſuſpected. 
The execution of the decree for baniſhing all 
5 the nonjuring clergymen to Guiana, who ſhould 
not have quitted the kingdom in fourteen days from 
che paſſing of that decree, poured thouſands of theſe 
venerable exiles from. Normandy, Picardy, and 
Britanny upon our coaſts of Kent and Suffex. _ 
Miſery and diſtreſs give the ſufferers a full claim 


to the humanity of Engliſhmen. Such is the ami- 


ble and juſt tribute all pay to our countrymen, The 
tenderneſs and bene volence with which theſe diſtreſ. 
ſed exiles were received upon their landing, impreſ- 


ſed them with unexpected ideas of Britiſh ſympa- 
thy; every where they were welcomed, cheered, By, 
comforted, and relieved. Theold rivality ofthe two We, 
Nations was forgotten, and our difference from that 


a very religion, for which they were perſecuted, was 


| Frallowed: up i in the IE * for our 
| "— 


8 * 4 15 
75 fulfering brethren. Never was an Bp tüntty of F- 
exerciſing heroic charity more eagerly embraced; 


never was benevolence conferred with more glow- 5 


ing ſenſibility, nor received with more dignified 
gratitude. In the preſent melancholy variety of 
 wretchedneſs with which it ſeems Heaven viſits 


- 
* 


moſt regions of the civilized world, it will not 


ſuteſy be imputed to the preſumption of this 
country, that they look up with confidence to an 


all- merciful Being to deal out his vengeace more 


ſpaxingly upon the land that has been the aſylum 
of ſuch venerable victims of perſecution. The 


public and private donations upon which thou- 
. ſands of theſe reſpectable exiles have ſubſiſted in 
tdtt⸗is country ſince their proſcription from France, 


ſufficiently beſpeak the intereſt which the Na- 
tion takes in their ſufferings. Though the naked 


plea of wretchedneſs be a precept to Britiſh phil © ; 


anthropy, it is but juſtice to this perſecuted clergy: 
to apprize. their benefactors of the motives and 
neceſſity of their exile. e 
The teſt propoſed to them was an oath. to 
ſubmit to be eivil conſtitution of the Clergy. The g 
nature and tendency of this oath has been groſsly 


miſconceived, and maliciouſly miſrepreſented by 


* many, to the great prejudice of thoſe Who 


have reſuſed to ſubſcribe to it. The philoſophizing. 


party in France, who bad grounded their ſucceſs 


in aboliſhing every idea of Chriſtian revelation: © 


upon 


td. 


"ow were too refined to unmaſk. their deſigns, © 
till the people were prepared for ſo daring an 
attempt: They n that religion could not long 


ſurvive the deſtruction of Church Government; 


and en oder the ſanctimonious pretence 
of reducing it to its ancient form, they artfully 
transferred to the civil power the whole pure foi 
ritual juriſdifion, which the Chtiſtian Church has 
uniformly through all ages maintained to be holden 
immediately of Chriſt, and to be tranſcendent to, 
and independent'of all temporal authority. This 


ſelf-created Joy power aſſumed the right of de- 
poſing, diſplacing, and ſuſpending from all fpiri- | 
tual powers and faculties both the Biſhops and tilhe 
inferior Clergy, of curtailing and enlarging the limits 

of their ſpiritual juriſdiction, of aboliſhing the old 
and creating new biſhopricks and pariſhes, of con- 
ferring by their election the power and right of 


exerciſing the miniſtry of the Goſpel, of ſuper- 


ſeding the authority of the Holy Councils, and 


annulling. the primacy of Juriſdiction, which as 


Roman Catholics they admitted in the Biſhop 'of 
Rome. To ſubſcribe then to the oath. of ſubmiſ· 
ſion to this civil conftitution of the Clergy, was in 
effect to deny the divine eſtabliſhment of a church 


upon earth; it was to renounce the ſpiritual hie- 


 rarchy by which it bas been and ever will be 


and 
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d: or invalid; it was: 


8 id  Aduaie chat a ſif-conftitured lay tribunal could 


anndhilate thoſe powers which it had not given, 
and abſolve the flocks from their obedience 
10 "their lawful paſtors; it was to ſubject the 
divine miſſion and miniſtry” of the Goſpel 
to all the changes and fluctuations of tem- 

poral governments; it was to raiſe the in- 
trigues, paſſions, and artifices of popular dema- 

gogues and tyrants, above the authority of the 
"ecumenical councils of the church; it was to 
ſubſtitute a profane and impious proſtitution of 
their ſacred characters to lay uſurpers; in lieu of 
that ſubmiſſion to the ſupreme Biſhop of Rome, 
by and through which (in the Roman Catholic 
tenets) they hold communion with the univerſal 
Church of Chrift upon earth.” Such is the oath, 


for the recuſancy of which the nonjuring clergy of 
France have been perſecuted as refraQtory and 


rebellious; for which hundreds bave been already 


| martyred 1 in n that kingdom, and for which thouſands 
in this and many other countries of Europe have 


emulated the conſtancy of the primitive Chriſtians, 
in giving luſtre and dignity to the ſufferings they 
undergo for their faith. It will be well for the 
-modern liberal deriders of fanaticiſm, and ſcoffers 
& prieſtcratt, to review impartially the Korrid 
\ a the W arrocities: wich which 

the 


1 us, 3 
a 3 . eng- 


3 59 of "their conſcientious clergy, ſeem to have. 
| braved. the vengeance of the Almighty. The 
crimes and offences of the abandoned flocks pro- 
claim the glorious eulogies of, their ae 


8 vain is this rnipeftable „ by 8 

their enemies, for having refiſted the civil- power. . 
and lawful conſtituted: authorities of the State. Iz, 

is notorious, that they had peaceably ſubmitted to 


| a reduction of their livings little ſhort of annihi- 
lation; ; that they offered their unequivocal ſuh- 


- miſſion to every change. or alteration which the 
authorities for the time being ſhould chooſe to 
make in the civil. eſtabliſhment of their religion, 

| either by the abolition or ſubſtraction of tithes and 


other temporal poſſeſſions, by the repeal or 
| annulling of their temporal dignities and civil 
immunities or otberwiſe, provided they would 
leave untovehed and inviolate that ſacred depoſit 


of. faith, of which ,with their ſpiritual juriſdiftion 
they had received the guardianſhip and truſt, which 

4 they could only, ſurrender into the hands from 

| Which they had received them, and which they 

could not of themſelves transfer nor abanggn bak: 


5 with their lives. : 
> £2; the 21ſt of this 8 8 93 


tion was formally declared to be conſtituted, and 


«th ee National Afſembly was of courſe diſ- 
| folved.. 
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/ ee of the nomination. 5 
been thought guilty of ſeditious or treaſonable * 


* ſtrides towards a republic.” 
commences, | what the French in boaſted con- 


Thus Wet, * Fe Billet, ceakier 1 
« exiſtence, that ſtormy legiſlature under which 
et the public ſpirit Tie ſuch à rapid progreſs, | 
. © and the French nation marched with giant 
And wenceforth 


fidence term the reign of liberty and equality 
Vhat their enemies in derifion and hatred call that 
ok anarchy and tyranny; what the unbiaſſed ob. 


ſerver in fear and trembling beholds, as the reſiſt- 


leſs force of a mighty empire, vitiated to the heart 
by the early infection of modern philoſophy, pro- 
voked to the moſt cruel outrages of human nature 
By the vindiQtive menaces of its impotent oppo- 
ſers, and forced into ſtrength and petmanency | 
by the perfidious declarations, the ill-judged. plans, 
and worſe directed operations of their open 
enemies. It was the boaſt of the French to have 
collected from the whole univerſe into the Na- 
tional Convention, whatever talent and ſpirit could 
be found to enlighten the intellects, invigorate the 
freedom, and enſure the welfare of mankind.” 
From this country they ſelected the Rev. Doctor 


"op and Mr. Thomas Paine. The former | 


very prudently declined, the latter very eagerly 
If Mr. Paine had 


8 againſt the State; and if Government 


lad been deſirous of- checking the  progrely of the 
| | evils - 


f 


Cx 5 
"a which * ſo loudly . of in ww 
1 proclamation, by the exemplary puoiſhoens 


of the avowed fomenter of the miſchief, he cer- 


raiply might eaſily have been prevented from quit- 


ting the kingdom, Fix-elefin forthe der 


the. coſhow. 48 . ee u pon Mel. 


Paine's and Froſt's arriving at the inn at Dover, 
in conſequence of an information againſt them 


| examined their baggage for. prohibited articles. 


This ceremony. was performed by the collectors in 
3, manner totally unknomn before in this country. 


They examined all their papers, ſealed and unſealed; 
and upon their remonſtrating with them upon the 
illegality of cuſtom- houſe officers' ſeizing private 


papers, : which were not things under their cognis 
zance, they replied, that they were authorized ig 
do.it by the late proclamauon. Pity i it is that the 7255 
impotent refentment of Government ſhould - be 


ſhewo againſt ſuch à man in the illegal and uncon- 


{tirutional acts of their officers, when the laws and 


SOIT ion fully enabled them to puniſh the 
gil of {edition or treaſon (if it exiſted) in the” 
moſt, awful and exemplary manner. 

Whatever perfidious policy; or weak judgment, 


Z or ſelf- -difidence, may have induced the Duke of 


Brunſuick to decline giving battle to the enemy, 
99 — —＋ A. dran e army of 
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0 us . . 
part of n kingdom, N ecuring 
for them a proper ſupply of proviſions and a 
teady and ſafe retreat. Two months had not 
expired fince this thundering menacer had by % 
manifeſto's announced on his arrival, death and 
deſtruction to all that ſhould not ſubmit to his 
ſummons. But now alas ! his army had but ad- 
vanced a few leagues into the enemy's tetritory 
to its own deſtruction; it had drawn upon itſelf 
their contempt from A ination, and their de- 
Teſtation from its rapaciouſneſs, plunder and pil- 
lage; it had been four days without bread, the 
want of which drove the ſtarved ſoldiers to the 


unwholeſome food of unripe grapes. The wetneſs 5 


of the ſeaſon ſuperadded to all other cauſes, pro- 
duced in the Combined Army a general ſickneſs, 
' that is ſaid to have proved fatal to every third man, 
particularly of the Pruſſians and Heſſians, who ever 
ſignalized themſelves by their adroitneſs in pillag- 
ing, and their voraciouſneſs in devouring the fruits 
of their plunder. Within three days after the meeting 
of the National Convention, the Duke of Brunſwick 
propoſed an armiſtice, and deſired a conference with | 
the French General Dumourier. Under the peculi- 
 arity of the exiſting circumſtances, it was natural for 
All parties to fotm ſurmiſes and hazard conjectures 
; concerning the purport of this convention. But 
there again, as at Pilnitz, the public was not to be 
initiated into the ſacred myſteries. As therefore 


"$1 i 2. 
. notklin fette refpatiiog the confervncoofrliotyp ; 
Generals can be afferted, it behoves us to be more = 
attentive to the ſubſequent movements and ope- 
rations which muſt in their nature have reference 
R 
T be Xing of Sardinia, who was a party to the | 
Convention of Pilnitz; and had uniformly and 
ſyſtematically oppoſed the French Revolution in 
every ſtage, was ſuppoſed by France to have en- 
tered into a freſh plan and confederacy to invade 
that country; they : accordingly declared war 
againſt him. General Monteſquieu with a conſi- 
derable army marched into Savoy, and was ſoon 
invited to take poſſeſſion of Chamberry. About 


the ſame time General Anſelme, ſupported by 2 


Admiral Truguet's ſquadron of nine fail of the 
line, tered and took e the n 
of Nice. 
In the preſent and preceding months the inter- 
. nal affairs of Ireland became pregnant with import- 5 
ance to the Britiſh empire. The whole ſyſtem of 
Government in this kingdom has hitherto appeared 
to me. a political paradox. It enjoys the ſame 
Conſtitution as Great Britain; and from the 
peculiar ſolemnity of their celebrating the annual 
commemoration of the Revolution of 1688, they 


appear to outrun, if poſſible, our zeal in profeſſing 
theis attachment to the principles of this Revolu«. 
„ uns Lz f.. 


= c 148 6 
tion... And pet, fas Me., Burks, adde 
« chink Wat the deprivation, of ſome. millions. of 
people of all the rights of citizens, and all inte - 
s reſt in the Conſtitutioa, in and to which chen were 
c born, was a thing conformable to the principles 
«of the Revolution. Suppoſing the principles to 
ic have been altogether the ſame in both kingdoms; 
* by the application of thoſe: principles to very 
different objects, the whole ſpirit of the ſyſtem 
% was changed, not to ſay reverſed, In England 
te it was the ſtruggle of the great body of the peo- 
* ple for the eſtabliſhment of their liberties, againſt 
the efforts of a very ſmall faction who would 
* have. oppreſſed them. In Ireland it was the 
_ « eſtabliſhment of the ſmaller number, at the 
c expence of the civil liberties and properties of 
* the far greater part, and at the expence of the 
. « political liberties of the whole. It was, to ſay 
e the truth, not a revolution, but a .conqueſt.” 
Theſe great truths the Roman Catholics of Freland 
had long felt, and were by the increaſing liberality 
of the times, and the ſanctioning authority of Mr, 
Burke, now emboldened openly to m their | 
_ ariſing out of tem. ; 
The national proſperity: ad 1 of. Ireland 
. bees retarded in een ras * 


(499) 


7 of che . 25 been kept, en the e 


F conqueſt, in a flate of ſervitude. But from the 
_ earneſtneſs. of ſome men in power to continue this 
ſyſtem, there is but too much cauſe to lament with 


1 Mr. Burke, that for any conſider: ation it ſhould | 


be thought &« neceflary.to deprive the body of the 


« people, if they adhere to their old opinions, of 


15 their liberties and of all their free cuſtoms, and to 


e reduce them to a ſtate of civil ſervitude.” Per- 
haps i it is. not the leaſt misfortune of Ireland, that 


thoſe who are immediately intruſted with the ad- 
miniſtration of its government, ſhould poſſeſs tbo 
large a ſhare of the confidence of the Britiſh Cabi- 
net. It is a notorious fact, that emoluments under 


Government to the amount of 1 50,000). per ann. 


are enjoyed by the three families of Foſter, 


Fitzgibbon, and Beresford. In the ſcale of the 


Iriſh government theſe carry a large preponderancy 
of patronage and influence. We queſtion not the 
magnitude of the ſervices which their country has 
thus ſplendidly rewarded; but it is natural for ſuch 
a coalition to be warm and even ingenious in pre- 
ſerving and ſtrengthening their political power in 


the ſtate. Any alteration of the ſyſtem under | 
which it was acquired muſt weaken and diſperſe 
it. The real principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution 


are peculiarly unſavourable to ſuch monopolies ; 
reſiſtance then to the introduction of e 88 
you! into Ireland was to be expected. | - 73 

| | 1 | In 
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"ia ihe unt of the laſt ballen of Pulldiafbe 
the Roman Catholics had preſented a petition to 
the Houſe of Commons, to be admitted to a par- 


| ricipation in the conſtitution of their native coun- 


try, which had been indignantly rejected by the- 
Houſe, The Catholics were too ſenſibly impreſſed 
with the juſtice of their claims to abandon them 
upon this treatment. At a numerous meeting 
of their body in Dublin, they voted thanks 
to thoſe few members who had aſſerted the 
ſubjects right to petition, and had ſupported their 
application to Parliament; they came to a reſolution | 
of perſevering in the ſame loyal and conſtitutional | 
courſe which had hitherto been purſued for- the 
removal of prejudices, and the attainment of that 
ineſtimable privilege, without which all others are 


precarious and deluſive, the right of elective fran- 


chiſe. There they ſigned a full and unequivocal 
declaration of their religious and civil tenets, in 
order to ſatisfy their Proteftant brethren that they 

held no principle whatſoever incompatible with 
cheir duty as men or as ſubjects, or repugnant to 
liberty, whether political, civil, or religious. And 
n the ne mn of their whole body might 
of the ud 5 ſhould be adopted for ef- 
ſectuating this great end, a circular letter ſigned by 
Mr. Edward Byrne (the moſt opulent merchant in 
Dublin), as Chairman of * 1 of the 


Roman 


1 


| (Roman Catholic body, was ſent ts every county in 
: Ireland, to chooſe and appoint delegates from their 


reſpective counties, to convene at Dublin for the 
purpoſe of framing a ſuitable petition to his Majeſty 


from the whole body, ſtating all their grievances, 


and particularly praying for the right of the elective 
\ franchiſe, and an equal participation in the bene- 


fits of the trial by jury. This peaceable, legal and 


conſtitutional mode of acquiring the ſenſe of the 
people aggrieved, in order to approach the Throne 
vith proper energy and reſpect, was too efficient a 
ſtep towards procuring relief, not to alarm thoſe 


- whoſe influence, power and patronage muſt de- 


creaſe in proportion as three-fourths of the people 


ſhould be n mmm 


c 
were as liitle delicate in their efforts to preſerve, 


: Side may have been in the means of acquiring 


their power. Through moſt counties of the king- 
dom, the Grand Juries, upon which no Roman 


| _ Catholic could ſerve, were by their intereſt eaſily 
ſo formed as to fall into the moſt implicit adoption 


of their views and wiſhes. The Lord Chancellor 


©  Fitzgibbon, whoſe patrimonial eſtates are in the 


county of Limerick, attended perſonally at the 
meeting of the Grand Jury for that county ; and 


Mr. Fofter the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- | 


* eee eee 


* 5 county 


county of Louth, which Mura Smiley declaration, 
in which they expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt terms 
their ablorrence of the wicked and daring attempts. 5 
circulating the letter ſigned by Mr. Byrne, which , 
_ .complains of a partial adminiftration- of juſtice, 
and of their being oppreſſed to ſlavery, and which 
tended to rouſe the Catholics to diſturb the peace 6f 
the Kingdom, by che illegal and unconſtitutional 
aſſociation of a Popiſh Congreſs in the metropolis 
to overawe the legiſlature, They therefore came 
to three reſolutions: iſt, That. the national proſ- 
perity depended upon the continuance of tlie 
Popery laws, particularly thoſe which veſt che 
right of franchiſe in the Proteſtants excluſively; 
and that ſince thoſe laws had been frequently call- 
ed | into operation the progreſs of the national prol- 
perity had been more vigorous and rapid. 2dly. 
That the allowing to Roman Catholics the right 
of voting for members to ſerve in Parliament 


dias deſtructive of the conſtitution and ſettlements - 


of the crown, and of their connection with. Great 
Britain. 3dly, That with their Jives and. Fortunes 
they would oppoſe every attempt towards ſuch 
dangerous innovations, &c. All the other Grand 
Juries, excepting two or three, iſſued either the 
ſame, or nearly fimilar declarations and reſolutions. 
This was the laſt ſtruggling effort of a deſperate 
junto, to ſecure a political bias upon the country 
which was now growing too large ven for their own 
ʒI3-z⸗ij +.3 © 7. © oben 
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| ambitious graſp. Never c was a more inde- 


the recommendations which his Majeſty might 
think proper to make (and-whieh-he did in fact 


make) in favour of his. loyal, peaceful and 
aggrieved Roman Catholic ſubjects of Ireland, 


This firſt failure of men in power in their hack- 


i 8 attempts to metamorphoſe the wiſhes and 
ſtruggles of the people for relief, into ſedition and 


conſpiracy againſt the State, was a bappy omen 


to Ireland, and the welcome herald of her dawaing 


liberty. Notwithſtanding this in veterzte and 


powerful reſiſtance, the Roman Catholic pro- 


ceeded coolly, adviſedly and firmly in purſuing 


the grand object of their claims. About this 


time Mr. Burke jun. arrived in Dublin to feſume 
his office of Tr e Cubic Body 
wa A « £+ e IO 
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cent effort attempted to prejudge the merits of an 
aggrieved peopſe; Io interpoſe the palicical in- 
fluencè of the counties between the petitions 
of the ſubjects at large and the Crown; and to 
overawe and predetermine che ſegiſlature againſt 
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Sone appointed to fucceed Lord Curnmallis— 7b 
ma of the combined Princes afforded means and 
ai to the Jacobin party—Reports of treachery 
e bribery in the Prufſians—T heir method of car- 
dug on the war-—Fraudulent mode of acquiring 
proviſions Dule of Branfwick's third Manifeſto— 
Fi folly in negociating—His dſeraceful retreat 
95 ove declared out of danger: French conqueſts in 
Germany of Spires, Mentz, Franckfort—Report of 
a from the Zing of France, * the 
retreat <0 | | | 


In the proſent ſyſtem of governing our Eaſt , 
Indian poſſeſſions, . the Governor General is in- 

veſted with powers of unlimited extent and im- 
portance to Great Britain: he may involve this 

3-47 A 4 5 5 | 5 . | nation 


2 4 lh ) W 
' pation in war, and' oppreſs' the moſt extenſive” 
part of the Britiſh empire with all the dreadful 
 calamities attendant upon that ſcourge of man- 
kind. When upon the nomination of Lord 


* Cornwallis, Mr Fox in the Houſe of Commons 


reprobated that ſyſtem as unconſtitutional and 
dangerous, which veſted ſuch abſolute and im- 
menſe power in the hands of the Governors of In- 
dia, his Majeſty's Miniſters oppoſed to it the well 
known private virtues, worth, and dignity of the 
noble peer who was to exerciſe it. The ſpirit of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution formerly knew no ſuch 
grounds of engrafting abſolute and unlimited 
Power upon the virtue and diſcretion of the indi- 
vidual who was to exerciſe it. Bleſt as we now ate 
in the perſon; of the firſt executive magiſtrate, | 
with the beſt of Kings, the beſt of Fathers, the 
beſt of Huſbands, the beſt of Friends, the beſt of 
Men; ; yet the Conſtitution, with this ſure earneſt 
of prudential exerciſe, has not therefore entruſted 
bim with ſuch abſolute power. It was indeed 
ſince che inveſtiture of ſuch powers in the Go. 
|  vernors of India, that Mr. Burke has taught us, 
that he is far from ſure that @ King of Great Bri- 
tain does not poſſeſs a more real ſolid extenfrve power, 
than the King of France was poſſeſſed of before this 
miſerable revolution. The direft power of the King | 


"of England is confiderable. His indir and fur 


. pan ales ad indeed, A ſudden 
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_ ples and ſy ſtem of governing India. Laſt year mi- | 
tary were the pnly fit men to govern India; this 


year! they are of all the moſt unfit, | Mr. Shore 
was the perſon fixed upon to ſucceed the Mar- 


| quis of Cornwallis: he had, partly from ill 


EN 


health, and partly from a diſguſt of the meaſures 
lately purſued in India, retired from active life, 


and ſettled his private arrangements for ending 


kisdays in retirement upon a very moderate for- 


tune, which highly to his credit he had brought 
with him from Aſia, after having enjoyed conſi- 
derable appointments there termed Iucrative. 

Since our unhappy. country is now fatally in- 


volved i in the war, which i in the experiment of one 


ſhort month has afforded ſuch a melancholy ear- 


neſt of 1 its effects, we become too nearly intereſt- 
ed in the turn of i its events, to paſs over in filence 


the concluſion of its firſt inglorious and deſtrue- | 


tive campaign. The time and the manner of 


proclaiming this war were perhaps the only cir- 
cumſtances, in the indefinite poſſibility of events, 
chat could ſo quickly and ſo effectually have ſe- 

cured to the Jacobin party in France the means 
of accompliſhing their . nefarious and tyrannous 


_ deſign. The Crown could not be completely 


deſtroyed, but by the previous abolition of the 
ariſtocracy, both in the party of the Emigrants 
** in * of the Conſtirutionaliſts. nor could 

< | this 


8 e 1 
moſt violent and ſhocking, 10 the feelings of hu 
man. nature, The invaſion of a powerful, vindice 
tive and ferocious enemy avowing themſelves, 
friends, to the monarch, and declaring the ma» 
narch a friend to them, ſupplied them with. a plea, 
not of plauſibility but of neceſſſty for depriving 
him of his liberty: the ſame principle ſanctioned 
the neceſſity of confiſcation, - ſeizures and mur⸗- 
ders, whilſt A ſtandard was erected on the French 
territories, round which their ſworn enemies were 
encouraged by threats and the moſt deluſive pron 
miſcs,1o rally. Theſe melancholy truths were ſeem | 
by all, but the infatuated perſons whom they moſk 
concerned, in the inſtantaneous eftabliſhmeng, of 
the power of the Jacobins upon. the declarations 
and Giſt movements of the combined armics, -- 
The overthrow. of monarchy, the captiviy |of | 
| the King with his whole family, the ſeizure. gf | 
the forces, revenue and authority. of the whole 
country, were objects, which otherwiſe. time, in: 
trigue and ſtruggle could have alone ſecured, 
Thus ſuddenly and. powerfully armed, the Jaco 
bins were enabled to repel the efforts of their.pybs 
lic, and cruſh, the deſigns ad poyes of: Wer Ar 
mellic enemies. | 2 
In che unexpeRted and nazcoomntable conduft 
of the combined armies in the inglorious claſs 7 
1 W n . ing 
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for their net. bo cannot find ds 
_ vouchers to authenticate the current belief of 


- treachery in the King of Pruſſia, and of bribery in 
the Duke of Brunſwick ; that the facts had beer 


traced up to the corruption of their miniſters and 


miſtreſſes; and that they had openly been upbraided 
for it both by the Emigrants and the Auſtrians. 
T beſe being more intereſted and ſincere in the 

cnuſe than the Pruſſians, had frequently pledged 


their honour and lives to enſure a complete victory, 


jf they might be permitted to engage the enemy 
without the eoncurrence or ſu pport of the Pruf- 
fans, Jealouſy and rivalſhip, it is true, might 
have rejected theſe offers, as well as corruption 
and perfidy. It cannot however be denied, that 
notorious advantages over the enemy were loſt or 
neglected, | and a moſt ignominious and deſtruc- 
tive retreat was the concluſion of the campaign. 
It was commenced by the moſt preſumptuous de- 
elamations and vindictive menaces, and it was 
| fupported by a ſpecies of fraud which had never 
before diſgraced the warfare of a civilized nation. 
They had-promiſed as ample protection to thoſe 
Frenchmen who ſhould ſubmit to their ſummons, 
as they had threatened vengeace againſt thoſe | 
| who ſhould oppoſe their progreſs. They renoun - 
ced pillage, and fvindled the unreliſting, inhabis 
4 ants 


g 


Mah 


1 9 159, . 5 
out of proviſions for their ar | 


theſe ind and inſulting inſtruments of fraud | 
was ſent by Dumourier to the National Conven- 
tion, as'a ſpecimen of the good faith, and flatrer- 


ing pledge of the bleflings which the ſucceſs of 
the federated princes would heap upon France. 
< The village of Hans in Champagne has de- 


e livered for the Pruflian army 117 ſheep, the 


er yalue of which his Majeſty the King of France 
« engages to pay when his facred perſon ſhall be 


ce at liberty, and order re-eſtabliſhed in his States. 
In faith of which I give the ſpecial guarantee, 
&« of his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, which may | 


« be exchanged for the value of the ſaid in a pro» 


& per time and place.” Signed, The Duke of 


Brunſwick-Luneabourg, Sept. 29.—But we. were 


before told, that the mode of civilized war would not = 


be prafiiſed, nor were the French who ated on the pre- 

ſent ſyſtem intitled to expel it. It was concluded by 
the moſt humiliating negociatisns, and ignomi- 
nious retreat. The commander of the combined 
armies, unwilling or unable to keep the field, be- 
trayed greater weakneſs in negociating with the 
French General, than he bad in loſing every ad- 
vantage which he brought into the field. 


manifeſtos, he was frantic enough to reſt the baſia 


of his negociation upon a third manifeſto, ins 
which be — the two former, and fore. | 


"= 
Hav- 


ing experienced the extreme miſchief of his firſt 
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bodęz the immediate fall Fo hs ee Tide 
1 5 . the infatuation of thoſe who aſſume to them. 
| yes the title of deputies choſen by the Nation, to 
Leute its ; rights and its happineſs upon _the moſt | ſolid 
44%. He aſſures the French Nation, that the 
| allied favereigns neyer will depart from the firm 
refplutiqn of reſtoring | to his moſt Chriſtian Mas 
jeſty, liberty, ſafety and royal dignity, or of exer- 
0 juſt and gxem plary vengeance againſt thoſe 
who. Mall longer date to inkringe them, That 
invariably attached to the princi iple of not inter · 
meddling w ith the i interior government « of France, 
they till perſiſt in requiring that his. moſt Chriſ- 
tan Majeſty, as well as the whole royal family, 
alt be immediately ſet. at liberty, &c, The 
publication of this piece of inconſiſtency and folly 
can alone force us to believe, that the Duke of - 
: Brunſyick could haye been ſo weak and raſh in 
A face of famine, lickneſy, i impoteney, deſſ pair w ; 
grace. 2 
. 4 Mapſtein on the part of Pruſſa was 3 
5 charged with carrying on the negociation with | 
General Dumourier. It appears from their cor. n 
reſpotidence, which i is authentic, that perfogal i in⸗ . 
ter diews and conferences had been had between 
| the Duke of Brunſwick and the F rench. Generals, 2 
Dum urier perũiſted in the impollibilic iy, of 1 nego- A 
clifing upon the baſis of a manifeſto carrying! yith mp 
ik menace and way, that could only tend tc to fits 
FOES. 4 _ nn, a free 5 


[ 


5 * 164 * 
'n free nf and ich muſt therefore break 
aſunder the thread of negociation. © It does noe” 
ſays he, © ar all enter the ſenſe of that which has 
deen talked of between us for the laſt four 
«© days, it even deſtroys it completely: it is even 
e contradictory to the converſation with which 
the Duke of Brunſwick honoured Adjutant Ge- 
* neral Thouvenot.” The purport of theſe con- 
ferences, to which Dumourier's letter alludes, Was 


the moſt abject and unequivocal undertaking of 
the Duke of Brunſwick on behalf of the com- 


bined powers, to be ſatisfied with a grant of tie. 


ſmalleſt portion even of nominal power to the un- 


_ fortunate Louis; leſs ſaid he than that of a King 


of England, a King of Mahratcas, a St: older, 
a principal Tax. gatherer, in ſhort any Ale 
that could afford them a pretext for retiring. Let 
this mendicant ſupplication be compared with the 
language even of the laſt manifeſto; which had not 
preceded it more than three days. Then let cool 
reaſon judge of the rectitude of principles that 
could be thus proſtituted and abandoned. That 
; Conſtitution of France againſt which the Conven- 
tion of Pilnitz had been entered into; for the de- 
ſtruction of which above 100,000 men were then in 
arms; and to the execration of which moſt of 
Europe had been worked up by att and. power, _ 
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was a larger boon, than theſe humbled menaveny | 
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e et 11 ED itain, 
now a principal party to the confederacy againſt 
France, to weigh the original principles upon 
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which ſhe embarked in the cauſe, the probability 


ef failing in the attempt, and the neat ſum of ad- 


_ vantages even in ſucceſs, The want of proviſions; 
the wetneſs of the ſeaſon, and the ſickneſs of the 


army concurred to. render the retreat of che Pruſ- 


ſians as deſtructive as it was diſgraceful. It is ge- 


_  - nenally believed, that the French Generals either 
from collufion or humanity ſpared them in their 
retreat. Serious accuſations were carried to the 


Convention upon this bead, particularly againſt 


General Arthur Dillon. But as Dumourier un- 
dlertook to juſtify bim, it was probably agreed 
upon in the negeciation between the Generals 

chat no moleſtation ſhould be offered to the retir- 
ning army. Verdun and Longwy were given up; 
: the ſiege of Liſle was raiſed; and thus ended this 


inglorious campaign. The French declared their. 


country out of danger, as ſoon as the combined 
armies had evacuated it. They however puſh- 
ed cheir conqueſts far into Germany: and in the 


eourſe of this month, Cuſtine reduced the three 


1 * cities of Spires, Mentz, e 


The King of Pruſſia and hls Gd the Duke 


= x; i <a "Brunſwick will never clear their reputations | 
- from. the A wh which tar dee * 


| this important campaign 1 covered; 4 Mo" 
will che brutal ferocity of their troops be ever 
forgotten, who pillaged with equal batbarity the 2 
French patriots as enemies, and the French emi- 
Erants as their allies, It has however been ſaid, 
that the late unfortunate Lovis was prevailed upon 
io preſs by letter the withdrawing of the com- 
bined troops as the only means of ſaving the lives 
of himſelf and family ; and that this letter deliver- 
ed to the commander in chief in the courſe of the 
negociation between the Pruſſian and French Ge-. 
nerals, was the immediate cauſe of their retreat. 
Be it ſo. Yet a letter ſo recently. received and ſo 
little expected, could not have produced the WE. 
manifeſto's, or have kept. the combined : 
s from engagiog the enemy, when 1 e 
ed every advantage over them, ot have 
div en them into diſadvantageous poſts, or haye 0 
rived them of proviſions, or have rendered the 
men and horſes ſickly. _The King of Pruſſia and : 
Dukaot Brunſwick are not blamed nor contemged 3 
for having. retreated from Fange when theß 
were no longer able to hold the field, but for, hav- 
ing by their extreme folly or treachery broughs 


Yr e, 2 4 the cauſe to ſuch. a ruinous — 
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wr NOVEMBE ew 
KS: wt of the Foyeuſe Entrie—Effelts 
8 "bg Iuced bout Zurope by fucceſe of the French | 2 
5 © arms Addreſſes of Britiſh fubjefts to the National 


i the. Syates—Diſpoſition of the public towards 


doſe of the current month, che dominian af the 9 
Republic was rapidly extended from the Alps io 


| 1 their mitken meals, and es gon | 


1 8 ay 9 8 5 
A ee in France; it emholdened them ta 


inſult their neighbours in preſumprugus defiance, = 


to outi 


e human nature with impunity, - and to 
revile in blaſphemous impiet / the Deity itſelf. 
The confecerared princes, whoſe une me. 

al diſcomfiture bad crowned the” onthe 
of theſe ferocious Republicans, were ſe blinded to 
their infatuation, that they ſought neither to cor - 


rect nor abandon the principles which had led 
dem to the brink of ruin; but fatally ſucceedec 


in plunging t their affrighted neighbours. alſo inte 
the deyouring eddy of deſtruction. Before the 


the Rhine, from Geneva io the mauer the 
Scheld. The victory of Gemappe ſecured t 1955 
canqueſt.of Brabant and Flanders ; and the moſt 

numerous and beſt appointed armies of the uni- 
verſe were every where flying from the undiſ· 


 ciplived, naked, but enthuſattic troops af the vic>- 
torious | Republic, Ho tardy are governments 


to ſee their too preſumptucus confidence, to cor- 


L N —— ne 
f Braba and Flanders. They had view,” 
CER Ms. 


4 
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* gh ele ſübjects, and attem mpted to im © 
REP upon 6 them innovations i in their religion, 'and de- 


de chem of thelr fundamental privileges, upon 
be e n had originally put 

. bemſelyes under the protection of the Houſe of 

3 ſtria.” The favourite but fatal policy of not 

5 « 1. So 65 the 'viſhes e or claims of the : prop e 

ance of wit wing d them by the mere power of. 


bu 


* . 


. 1 they expoſed ther weakneſs and in- 


5 | = the: eir manner and time of acceding to 
5 After the taking of Mons, all was 
* ion at Bruxelles „ The *Frene J 


| = -horfes Wack carriages they 
themſelves d' their ffects: 
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one who had avowed and ſupported the principles . 7 


of the confederated princes againft the Republic. 
The Arehducheſs Mary removed with the Court 


to Ruremonde: her huſband the Duke of Saxe- 


Teſchen was wich the army; and, if general ac- 
counts may be credited, had conduced not a little 
1 diſgrace of its overthrow at Gemappe. 


In her flight ſhe left a melancholy monument of 
the reluctance with which Government yielded to 


— bad EPR, Ueared 1 Bruxelles 11 rae 1 


the juſt voice of the Belgian people; and in it „5 


important leſſon to all ſovereigns, that to with⸗- 
hold the rights of their people, is to deſtroy at 

once their own power and authority. She ad. 
dreſſed two diſpatches to the Belgian people: one 
of them to announce her intention of holding her 
Court at Ruremonde; the other to communicate 
to them the confirmation of the charter of ther 

liberties called the Foyeaſe Entree. In this diſgracc- 
ful flight of the Court from the approach of the 
vicdorious hero of Gemappe, little ſagacity is wants . 
ing to trace the conceſſions of Government to 
cheir immediate cauſe. However in the very. 5 
hour of: deſertion and flight the affures the people 


of his nee intention to make juſtice always 


her to-declare, chat he woul eee et * 9 
e atention to this-juſtice might k have in n reaſ al by. 
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7 be rapid and ſucceſsful 1 of — 
arms. ſeems to have electrified all Europe with 
a ſympathetic ſtroke of liberty, The cauſe f 
France was made common with every complaint 
of grievance, and the unwillingneſs to examine. 
and redreſs them an open federacy with deſpotiſm 
to oppreſs the general cauſe. of civil freedom. 
Throughout the Belgian provinces the reluctance 
and tatdineſs of the Emperor to admit and. con» 
firm the Brabantine Conſtitution, found a quick 
and palatable remedy in the ſucceſs of the cauſe 
of France: the patriotic. party in Holland fought 
in the ſame. fource, an alleviation of their griev- 

again the overgrown power of the Stadthol. 
der, which the arms of Pruſſia had recently in- 
creaſed. In England, particularly at Sheffield, the- 
friends and ſupporters of a Parliamentary Reform: | 
8 chat they beheld in the ſucceſs of the 
. French arms, a ſure earneſt of their own. and fel. 

low-citizens' free choice in the free members of. a 

free parliament. In Scotland the diſappointed. - 
Burgeſſes who had in vain importuned parlia- 
ment to take under their conſideration the abuſes 
| af Royal Burgbs looked up to the bappy.ifſug- 
EW n r invaſion. 00 on. ee for. 
. Plained | 


cluded from ee of the Fr nch 
Revolutioniſts in giving laws to their own nation, 
chat an united people could by no laws be eg. 
cluded from the Conſtitution and Govenmenʒt 
of their own State : and the Difſenters and other 
ftiends of liberty connected the deſtruction of oe 
- abuſive Government in France with the neceflary 
abolition of every other Goveranierit. that ws 1 
ſupported by any fort of abuſe whatever. Theſe © 1 NEE 
are the feelings of natural ſycipathy : the aul“ 
exiſtence of the ſore creates the ſenſation 2 and 1 
the unſkilfulneſs of the phyfician drives the dk. 
| ponent rea enn 1 
r OO 
Such were the ſucceſſes, «nt he We 
Pr the French arms. At home there was | 
no party either ſufficiently ſtrong to reſiſt the Jaco 
bigs, nor ſufficiently reſolute to attempt it, "They: 
Produced feveral pretended and forged letters 0 
criminste their unfortunate monarch of counter. 
revolutionary plots: and by theſe 2anceuvres th El 
had diſpoſed a-ſpiritlefs public to an cee + 
atleaſt in bis predetermined fate. Meaſures were E 
| accordingly taken to bring on bis tri. 
There had long exifted at Paris a {6 ory ar _ 
_ ub 1 Driiſh' of ns mn took à ve 
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aſterwards addreſſed the Convention upon the 

- Some other addreſſes from Britiſh'ſub- 

8 2 were offered to and accepted by the National _ 

-_ _ Convention in congratulation of their ſucceſſes. | 

ne 'of them was preſented from the Conſtitu - 

onal Society of London by their deputies Joel 

F. and John Froſt, who at the ſame time 
entreated their acceptance of one thouſand pair 
of {boes, as a PAtriouc ON to the brave fol- 
_ diers of liberty. © | 
The National Convention was 10 ated wich a 
the irreſiſtible progreſs of their arms, and ſo confi. 
dent of the propriety and rectitude of every mea 
- ſure propoſed for its adoption, that it ſeems to 
have thought deliberation a drudgery beneath the 
- elevated dignity of Republicans. In the incon- 

_ fiderate heat of enthuſiaſm, it paſſed by acclama - 
tion a” decree,  * that the National Convention 
declared, in the name of the French Nation, 
chat they will grant fraternity and ce to 
| « all thoſe people who wiſh to procure liberty; 

. * and that they charge the executive power to 
« ſend orders to their Generals to give aſſiſtance 
to ſuch people as have ſuffered, or are now 

e ſuffering in the cauſe. of liberty.“ This decree 
of fraternization was the moſt 3 meaſure. 
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beer che are denial to all thelr former p 
| fins of not interfering with the internal gove 
n of other kingdoths, and of not exten 
their own by foreign conqueſt”: it raiſed juſt ff: 
Pieions that the fomenti ng diſturbance and G. 
tion in foreign countries had become a ſyſtematic 
principle of the French Republic, and cc 5 

tly afforded their neighbours Plaufible ex- Ry 
= for not 3 Wen ro ers os 
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im their dominions. a, 
It appears that our "Miniſters Fan now to 
look with an eye of alarm upon the rapidity 4 
extent of the French conqueſts. "Brabant, 'Flan-' 
ders, and Liege had been ſubdued, and ſeemed - 
 perfeRly Uiſpoſed 10 fraternize wit whale” ch 
querors. It was well known that in Holland a 
very confi derable party of male · contents ſought an 
opportunity of declaring themſelves openly againſt 
the Prince of Orange. Lord Auckland was theres © 
fore directed to Mure'their High Mightineſſes, that f 
as the theatre of war was brought ſo near to the 
cConfines of their republic, his Majeſty was both 
ready and determined to execute with the utmoſt 
good faith the treaty of 1788. The States in 
their anſwer to this declaration from our Court, 
profeiſed the ſtrongeſt belief; that no hoſtile in- 
tentions were concelved by any of the belligerent - 
powers againſt chem. The native phlegm of the 
HOT oaths ue more nn eady, 


8 cn ary induced he wore active 10 dif 

' - their [expectancies of what they moſt ardently 
5 wiſhed... Hence the Frequent obſervation, that we. 
9 bad officiouſly forced . their * Mightinefſes = 
even inte a war of defence, their own 


Ye bring 8 But it was firſt 


* requiſite to diſpoſe the Nation to a proper ac- 


quiefcence in them. The multitude oſtener 
act from feeling than judgment: whom they 
hate fear or contemn, they eagerly perſecute, 
and are rarely delicate in the means, when they 
find the opportunity of ſatiating their vengeance. 
A fupreme abhorretite of the French Government 
had been ſucceſsfully implanted in the hearts of 
molt perſons in this country, nearly two years 
| before the period of the current month: Mr. 
Burke then told them, that the French » had 
put over their country an inſolent e 
« made. up of cruel and inexorable maſters, and 
« that too of a deſcription hitherto not known in 


* the world, yak R and politics by which 


« forgers of falſe orders fibay' authority, and 
0 « other delinquencies of which. ney . 
cheir intermediate acts have tended to hes the 
features of this high-coloured pontalt. is the. 

- excels of their horrors lay the extremity of their 
_ folly in the mode of reſiſting the French Revo- 

 Intioniſts. Every meaſure directed againlt them, 
or their ſupporters, or their admirers, however. 
. unwiſe, illegal, unconftifutional, or unjuſt, de. 
came ſunctioned in the object of its di * 
Artful advantage was taken of this ping . 1 
every with, every word and every action, that 
vas diſagreeable to miniſters, was hurled into the 
| devouring vortex of the French Revolution, and 
tepreſented to an affrighted nation as mingling 
with EVG 
political fabric. 

Mr. Juſtice Aſhhurft on this x6 inſtant delle 
vered a charge to the Grand Jury, in which he 
very ably and pointedly ſet forth the advantages 
of our Laws and- Conſtitution, and lamented 
chat © there were men in this country of corrup(t 
E principles and wicked intentions, who appeared 
to be very much diffatisfied with our ſyſtem of 

3 e and publi@ud. libels on our Con- 
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28 * Ritution Als when: this 3 wer 
e neceſſary for the members of the ſtare in find , 
0 purſue and puniſh ſuch wicked perjont. It would be 
© reformation in the ſtate. that ſuch corrupt 
members ſhould be cut off, to prevent others 
from following their train. This reſpectable 
Judge in looking forward ſpoke the language and 
the ſpirit of the Conſtitution. But the unpuniſhed 
and uninterrupted circulation of the Rights of Max 


for two years, was not grounded upon the recom- 


mendation which: he thought neceſſary for the 
preſervation of the State. In fact, the learned 
Judge, with all the delicacy that his official ſitua· 
tion permitted, could not refrain from noticing 
the inefficient meaſures purſued. by Government 
to check the evil. The authors who had pub- 
* liſhed ſuch writings, however, notwithſtanding 
| 10 the proclamation, had perſiſted in their con- 
| « duct, which proved that what had been done 
vas not quite effectual to prevent the, further 

C progreſs of ſuch ſeditious writings.” On the 
next day however a new, and in the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, a very fingular meaſure was ſet on 
foot to encourage and countenance the execution 
of. the laws. This was the eſtabliſhment of an 
Aſſociation at the Crown and Anchor T avern, of. 
which, in its order and un. 2 hall ey op 
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e e excers into the armai (onfints —_— 
. Second Proclamation — Parliament convened ub. 
in 2 days after having been recently prorogued 

to  January—The militia. called out—The Tower i 


to the Throne—Mr. Fox's ſpeech againſt the war— _—_— 
lis motion to fend over 4 perſon to treat with. the 


_ Executive Power of France—Alien and 


_ Bills—The French offers to preſerve peace—Maret 
Mp over with indefinite powers — Trial of the 


French King—-The dangerous ſyſtem of off 
Clubs and Aſſociations —Paine found guilty of bibel- 
the Conſtitution—The effetts 
| Aſociation JOY before the Ho! 


_ and Grg, | 
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Mr. Reever's Fo 


5 are not Aiſintereſted MON Fe merely 46 dapt 
our temporary feelings to the pegs rg of the = 
actors: we have a deep concetn in the working 
of the plot; our deareſt intereſts are involved i in 
the unravelling of the piece; and the dropping of 
the ſcenic curtain will but uſher into reality the 
train of miſeries and diſtreſſes which the perform 
ance of our part in the drama will have entailed 
9 us. After ſuch recent and repeated avow- 
als et right of France to form, alter and mo- 
del its internal Government without the interfe- 
rener of any other ſtate, after ſuch unequivocal de- 
© dararions* of our intended neutrality, and the 
warmeſt profeſſions of amity and good under- 
ftanding, i it was a taſk of no ſmall i ingenuity to 
© engage. the diſpoſitions, as well as to involve the 
| 2 of this country in the armed combination 
France. The free and unchecked circu- 
$a of the worlt of the levelling doctrines which 
| had brought France to its preſent ſtate of yio- 
leace and confuſion, had operated their full effect 
vppon thoſe amongſt us who were fuſceptible of 
the miſchief: they had created in chem a con- 
tempt for ariſtocracy and à diſſike to monarchy: 
_ the eyil was fatally augmented” by the propaga - 
tion of other doctrines running into the oppoſite | 
extrenſes, which were ſure to forward ths very 
miſehiefthey were (perhaps) intended to prevent. 


7 Such 4 war was not to be undertaken NO op 


| N Apen to be made to the paſſions j 
the patheric caſe of a virtuous perſecuted "mos 
nare put in contraſt with the ferocious cruekies 
of a licentious and frantic populace, had ſucceſſ- 
fully ſeised the feelings of a Britiſh audience: 
and we all know how weak is the reſiſtance of | 
cool and ſtern reaſon againſt the pre-oecupancy:of | 
of d-paſſion; This is in nature. and the pub- 
lie was prepared for it by the words and example of 
Mr. Burke. ©® We are fo made as io be alſected as 
t uch ſpettacles with melancholy: ſentiments upon the: 
t table condition of mortal proſperity and the tre. 
r nendvus uncertainty of buman greameſr: becauſe is 
Kc: thoſe natural feelings we learn great leſſons ; betauſt 
ein events like thaſs our paſſions inſtrult our regſon; 
toben Kings are burled From their thronts by the 
10 ſupreme. direftor of this great drama, and become. 
e zhe- objefts of inſult to the buſe, and pity: to the 
| «© god. The paſſions of the public having been 
thus raiſed, and their reaſon being ſubjecled to ibe in- 
Aruction of tbeir paſſions, every wiſh or effort to 
improve, ſtrengthen or preſerve the rights of the 
people, or to keep the power of the Crown within 
the limits of the Conſtitution, became equally 
ſeditious, diſſoyal and treaſonable. To a p. 
| ple ſo e meaſure againſt the object 
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cheir 8 become à ſuhject of Shs 
' fion or heſitation, Paſſion, i s. = 

autam er 
The eee uſt of May a a 
"har the eril which it complained of lad bers 
permitted to acquire a degree of ſtrength chat 
threw the whole empire into a ſtate of alarm and 
ſerment. The addreſſes which it excited from 
the people beſpoke however the loyal diſpoſition 
of the nation, and in proving the facility with 
which the evil could have been timely remedied 
aſcertained the degree of guilt or folly of | thoſe 


who ſaw, diſdained or noglected the oppurtunity 


In order however to render the intended mea- 
ſures palatable to the nation, it became neceſſary 
to deviſe ſome domeſtic urgency. for entering into 
à war, that could be ſupported. upon no political 
juſtice, encouraged by no proſpect of intereſt, nor 
undertaken without at leaſt the appearance of 
violating our expreſs profeſſions and promiſes. 
His: Majeſty was accordingly adviſed to iſſue a 
new proclamation. The inefficacy of the firſt 
Proclamation ſufficiently appears from the lan · 
guage of the ſecond : That notwithſtanding the 
royal proclamation, evil-difpoled perſons were 
4 ſtill continuing with the utmoſt induſtry to at · 
s tempt the ſubverſion of the Laws and eſtabliſhed 
„ Conſtitution of this realm, and to deſtroy all 
* order. and government cherein.“ It muſt at 


F 
Ws 


Alete us be v6 ee hat Tris Pat 
againſt; whom che firſt Mode was 4908. 
edly aimed, was permitted to live here with im- 
punity for near two years after the publication 
of his works, and fecently to go unmoleſted to 
take his ſeat in the National Convention of 
If wt be Wen to the dos and actions of 
kis Majeſty's Miniſters, the political ſtate of the 
kingdom, which depended upon the vigilance 
and energy of their meaſures, was at this time 
in the convulſed agonies of a mortal difeaſe. 
Without any external hoſtilities either to make 
or reſiſt, without the conviction or even accuſi- 
tion of any perſon for attempting to raiſe internal 
ſedition or inſurrection, without the example of 
one pain, penalty or puniſhment having been in- 
flicted upon a perſon guilty of turbulence or re- 
bellion, the Miniſters thought themſelves warranted = 
in adviſing his Majeſty by proclamation. to call 
out and embody the militia, and to convene the 
parliament (as i in caſes of actual invaſion and re- 
bellion he is only enabled) at an earlier period 
chan that to which it ſtood prorogued. Bounties 
were offered to landſmen and ſeamen. Naval ar- 
ents were put into preparation in all the 
dock. yards: the artny was drawn into a focus 
| round the metropolis: and the Tower was put 


Na into 


equivocally N « Muren nde ard 
_« ſtill employed by evil-difpoſed ons v 
this kingdom, acting in concert with perſons in 
foreign parts with a view to ſubvert the laws and 
.* eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of this realm; and to 
4. deſtroy all order and government therein; and 
-< that a ſpirit of tumult and diſorder thereby ex- 
= cited bad lately ſhewn itſelf in acts of riot and 
* infurreion.” Theſe are the ſuppoſed facts, upon 
the exiſtence of which the very legality. of the 
| proclamation was founded; for the Crown is only 
enabled to convene a parliament- ſooner than the 
time to which it ſtands prorogued in the caſes of 


25 Actual invaſion or rebellion. No one ever queſtioned 


the fact of invaſion: and no one has as yet diſco- 
vered that of rebellion.” The Legiſlature for grave 
reaſons reſtrained the King's prerogative upon this 
ſubject i in all caſes except two, which are in their 
nature of full notoriety, and therefore ſeemed to 
have been particularly cautious that no Miniſters 
e ever draw out the militia 1 frivolous or 


1 the Tower hat been intended ferioully to be put into 
| a of defence, a very different plan mould have been 
adopted. At preſent it is more defenceleſs than ever: the dead 
| work of the walls is increaſed, which therefore facilitates an at- — 
tack z and the embraſures are ſo conſtructed, that a gun cannot 


be brought to bear out of them upon any yok within the x 


23,” 


tent of the ditch, 


. 


| falle 
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ſuſpicion of diſſoyalty. On this vecz 


5 . ; : a 1 Pra 
/ 1 Fl 
* * — * f - . 
. 1 P "3 5 >; N 
: 9 . , © 
: 4 «@ 7* . 1 2 * N 15 N N. ; * , 
' - * ] - s 4 
EP i > 
#4 ** 
4 . 
eee But 


lion exiſt, but by the overt ally of individuals?” 


And how: can it be eredited that theſe are knoun | 


edjMihifters, and that the perpetrators of them re- 
main {purpoſely or deſignedly concealed's or ir lanes) 


tioned by inipunity ? EN b 
His Majeſty's ſpeech from the Throne at the 
meeting of the Parliament was a mere echo of 


his proclamation. In it he ſays, „ have care - 
« fully obſerved a ſtrict neutrality in the preſent 


d war on the continent, and have uniformly ab- 


« ſtained from any interference with reſpect to the 


& internal affairs of France.” The addreſs to his 


zjelty upon the ſpeech was moved in the Houſe! 


of Lords by Lord Hardwicke, and ſeconded by 
Lord Walſingham: in the Commons by Sir 

laces; In both Houſes. ic was debated nearly upon 

the ſame grounds. In the Houſe of Commons Mr. 


Fox, after a very long, eloquent and conſt irutional 
ſpeech, moved an amendment to the addreſs, which 


vas negatived by a majority oftwo hundred and forty.” 


upon the grounds of alarm vbich then agitired' 


_ meaſures then projected examine them without® | 


bias, and decide upon them without ee e | 


ved himſelf. aol ag 
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5 the ableſt ſenior, and che firmeſt patriot. I there 
exiſt in the breaſt of any man at this hour a 
him read over and calmly conſider Mr. Fox's | 
ſpeech upon that memorable occaſion, and | his 
mind- will be inſtantly decided upon the awful 
- criſis of the preſent moment. He declared that 


| the {ſpeech and proclamation were grounded in faiſe« 


bead, and that the Miniſters who had framed the 
ſpeech had made the aſſertions with a full con- 
viction of their falſehood: that they had calum- 
niated the peaple of England by accuſing them of 
inſurrections which had no exiſtence but in the 
brains of thoſe. who had ſiniſter views in publiſh. 
ing theſe fictions. He very pointedly enforced the 
danger of deſtroying, as the preſent policy was, 
to pure democracy as to deſpotiſm. A ſyſtem. of 
| fly for ſhelter to the crown. Thoſe who deſire 
reform and are calumniated are driven by deſpair 
to republicagiſm—the evil moſt to be dreaded. 
He was ready to ſtand in the gap between the wild 
. projets of new-fangled theories and the danger- 
ous revival of exploded: and condemned doctrines, 
though from theſe latter he feared the worſt con- 
ſequences. He connected the ſpirit of Govern- 
Oy with. the * of in avowed agents. He 

_ Conſidered | 


5 ty Y 
. natzon'6f My. Reavie's *.affociations 
and quoted the doctrines publiſhed and circulated⸗ 
by this learned chairman, that inculcated the jure: 
| dino tight of Kings, which would have been 
treaſonable in the years 1715 and 1745: and 
this in a maanei perfectly new and inſtruct ive 
i Have you not read the Bible? Do you' not know, 
z that it is there written, that the King is the Lord's 
© ancinted a "Republic ?”—He preſſed upon the 
 Miviſters the danger of ſporting with the feelings 
of the people; of raifing their alarms to draw 
from them the ſoothing expreſſions of agitated 
loyalty ; and warned them againſt ſtunning the 
public mind with repeated ſhocks of fiction into 
the inſenſibility of a real attack. He deprecated 
in the ſtrongeſt terms the idea of going to war 
with France becauſe we diſapproved of its form 
of Government. He inſiſted that reaſon required | 

ve ſhould firſt attempt 10 negociate before W 
plunged the nation into war. If the ends we 

propoſed to attain by arms could: be acquired 
by negociation, the Nation demanded negocia- 
tion as an act of juſtice. And the Miniſters 
who refuſed even the attempt were reſponſible 


ſure and the wanton and cruel 1 n 
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oftinacy NR RE abba uſachs: 
means iſe even upon them by their very tene 


mies to prevent and avert the evil. It was inſult - 
ing to the plain ſenſe of man and ſhocking to bus” 


manity, to ſport with the fate of empires, and ſa- 


_ crifice the hives and forunes of. their citizens to the 


frivolity of punctilio. Can they find a power to : 
war againſt, with whom tha treat? Can 


they ſettle cartels and armiſtices (as in war they 


muſt) with thoſe with whom they may not pro- 
long and perpetuate them? Can they enſure 
the infallible and perpetual ſuecets of their arms, 
and propheſy. to their country that this or a worſe, 
executive Government in France ſhall not hum+ 


ble and force them to ſue for the peace they now: 


ſo inſolently and haughtily deny the poſſibility of 
treating for? To judge from the firſt fruits of 
the cruſade againſt France, he trembled and bluſh» 
ed to look forward to the probable iſſue of our 


ſure his vote for the war. Negociation had lately 
prevented a rupture with Spain. And after his 


Majeſty had told us in his ſpeech that be has 


uniformly abſtained from any interference with 


reſpect to the internal affairs of France, ere 


_ reaſon can there 6 0 For n pen, 


A des in enen Pow a minor re- 
cently ſaved the pe e a war 1 1 - Ruſſia: 
Wess he- Abona: be would! Gil raiſe his: E 
voice nee — his country the ruin and de- 
Miniſters were bringing upon it. Whatever might 
be the intoxication of the moment, he ſaw the 
| hour! of reflection not far off, that would convince 
his countrymen. of the preference of an — 
ble antidote to an expenſive, painful and humiliat- \ 
ing cure. In his uſual manly manner he added, 
that he would not content himſelf. with deprecat» 
ing the acts of the Miniſters, but he would pledge 
himſelf for the ſyſtem of meaſures that he would 
propoſe and ſupport in hours of agiration like the 
preſent. If the Diſſenters ſhewed a tendency” to 
diſcontent on account of any partial opprefliony 
he would repeal the Corporation and the Teſt Acts. 
They complained of nothing elſe: and their af 
fectionate ſervices were of more conſequence 
the ſtate, than their excluſion from corporations 
vas of benefit to it. If any perſons were tinctur r 
ed with a republican ſpirit becauſe they thought | 
the repreſentative Government was moro perſect 4 
in a republic, he would endeavour to amend the 
"6 repreſentation 


"os eee eee, 


„and to prove thar 


mne te, robe themſelves repreſenta- 


tives all. If there were men diſſatisfled in Scot- 
land with the internal government of their Royal 
Burghs, he would examine their grievance and 
people ſtated,” what was the fact, that they were 


exchuded from and demanded to be admitted to a 
participation of the Conſtitution of their country, 


be would liberally admit their claim to right and 


He lamented ſorely that Government 


| — refuſed to grant what would 


P 


liberal-policyz but which on the eve.of .a public 
war muſt appear to be the forced effect of neceſ- 


| fity and fear. Were he in the preſent hour of 


alarm to iſſue a proclamation, it ſhould be to in» 


to the bar of the Houſe of Parliament, in full con- 
Hidence of having it fairly inveſtigated. Theſe 

were the ſubſidies he would offer to Government. 
What inſtead of this was done? Complaints were 
ſuppreſſed, the aggrieved calumniated as ſeditious, 
redreſs rendered deſperate, the freedom of thought, 
ſpeech, and the preſs ſubjected to the judgment of 
ipnorant, intereſted and ſpiteful informers, and the 
diſapprobation of an arbitrary, unjuſt and ruinous 
u AR meaſures converted into a treaſonable 
90 8 5 1 5 attempt 
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what cp goes mme in the hearts of all 


| ak to N pwn hen: 9 e 
poſſeſſion of the power of another. That thoſe 
who would only treat with powers de jure, and not 
with thoſe de facto, could not excuſe themſelves to 
their country for the treaſure that ſhould be la- 
. ——— eee the 
2 Their combiiiter and Pry is ——— 
and preſerve the rights and welfare of their own 
country, not to interfere with the forms A, 
of the internal governments of others. 

Mr. Burke, whoſe paſſions on W n 
ather occaſions: infrufed bis reaſon, ſpoke for a 
conſiderable length ery apo, =} 
ſtrain againſt. France; and concluded 
preſent queſtion was not whether av dh 
ſhould be preſented to the Throne, but whether 
as ill- founded as it was an :ill-natured alluſion to 
Catiline's deſigns upon Rome. The difference 
of the preſent from the then ſituation of this nation 
may have inverted Mr. Burke's doctrine, and 
taught men's nea/on t0-infirutt their paſſions.: When 
they ſhall-jmpartially-have-reviewed che refole'of 
Ne OO RIY onfederacy, 
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their paſſions formerly prevented then from aſ- 


fentings Let chem now faithfully caſt up nt 


current account of the year; let them labour 
o counterbalance in credit the black e 


debtor of eventy millions“, let them weigh the 


advantages gained over the enemy abroad againſt 
thoſe we have ourſelves loſt at home; let them? 
compare the then flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce 
with the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation ofe dur manu- 
; lat them contraſt the paſt diſcontents of 
with the Government, and their cla- 


mours againſt the neceſſary contributions to its 
| ſupport, with their prefent melioration of their 
condition, and their readineſs to ſubmit to the pay- 
ment of nearly an additional million of annual 


uuxes . Let them oppoſe the arrogant refuſal of 
our Miniſters to treat with the French about 
peace, to their vigour and exertions in ſupporting 


the war. Let them look back at our vaunting 
threats to cruſh by anticipation the power which 
the fatal experiment has increaſed and fortified. 
Let them compute the future by our paſt loſſes 
ene dene let hem. caſt 12 — 2 


calculate upon fair data, the improbabiliry of at 
taining eg of the war, which is the ſubzesdon 
ol France. Let them prove by unerring operations 
ile impoſſibility by any iffue of the war of com · 
penſating this country for the waſte of blood, 
treaſure and happineſs even already ſacrificed to 
the ruinous and deluſive object. And then let 
them learn to eſtimate public men by e 
their meaſures produce upon the country. | 
On the zd day of the Parliament Mr. 3 
2 motion in the Houſe, to addreſs his "Majeſty 
to ſend a perſon to treat with thoſe who-exertiſe 
| provfionlly the nn the Executive. Go 
= in France, touching ſuch points as 
a in Abenden Wiese Majeſty and his 
allies and the.French nation. He obſerved, chat 
the queſtion having been narrowed by the diſcuſs 
ſions of the two former days, he made this motion 
with the intention that it might be entered on the 
mn of the Houſe, for the purpoſe of ſhewing - 
to the country, that an attempt had on the firſt 
opportunity been made by the repreſentatives of 
the people to avert the calamities of war by nego- 
cCiation. He was as little as any man in that 
Houſe diſpoſed to commend the late proceedings 
of France, nor did he admit the preſent to be the 
moſt deſirable time for i 2 choſe pomers 
hut it was an unfon mate n 1 
hl. 


EW 


| < 1 BY „ 
1 formentini che nicaſure; and 
the ſooner it was adopted the leſs remarkable it 
and propriety of Mr. Fox's motion will only be 
ſeen and faitly judged in the painful moment of 
humiliation, which will faithfully diſcloſe the full 
waſte of the blood and nn that the en 
of it would have prevented. 5 
This ſyſtem of horror and 9 
tuaving been eſtabliſhed, although no formal de- 
claration of hoſtilities had been made, the Parlia- 
ment proceeded to paſs the Alien Bill, and the 
Bill to prohibit the circulation of promiffory and 
other notes, orders, undertakings or obligations, 
for the payment of any ſum or ſums of money, 
created and iffued under or in the name of any 
public authority in France. Oppoſition was given 
to each of theſe Bills in both Houſes chiefly upon 
N ame: grounds, viz. that they were direct 
ingements of the Treaty of Commerce; that 
ee eee whilſt we profeſſed 
neutrality. towards France; and that they were 
founded in the falſe e ve exiſting _ 
in our own countr7. 
In the courſe of the month, Mon. Len . 
French. Minifter for Foreign Affairs made ſevera 


attempts to open a negociation with our Miniſters, 
 tepreſerve a _ W prevent an 
2 e open 


— 


Miniſtry theſe three points: firſt, that the naviga- 


Vers given to M. de Chauvelin, and freſh agents 

| e ee ere ee eee 
ee e eee All proved ineffetual; for Tr 
about the cloſe of the month M. Le Brun made a 
oport to the Convention on the ſtate of affairs with 


back che reſult of the laſt ſtep taken by the Execu- 
given to M. Maret, to admit almoſt of indefinite 
terms to prevent the war, He ſpeaks flightingly * 
of the naval armaments of England, and complains a 
much of the Alien and Aſſignat Bills, as infractions = 
of the Treaty of Commerce - which they had 
hitherto ſcrupulouſly obſerved, but from which 
they ſhould in future hold themſelves releaſed; 
chat they had accordingly directed their Ambaſſa- 
dor to make this repreſentation to Lord Grenville. | 
It is confidently. reported that M. Maret had it in 
his inſtructions unequivocally to offer to our 


tion of the Scheld ſhould be given up, ſecondly, 
Dutch territories within a given diſtance ; and 
that A _ 19th. . eee 
— — — war are thus previouſly 
removed by the conceſſion of the enemy, then none 
e 5 a EA * xy but 
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| Viſtas ſatifice- the peace, aride wy welfare 


ef the country: to their ſoeret or 
_prear” part of the month was 
National Convention in the rial of the unfortunate 
;"laaphlainy: fate deeply” | 
ſlings of this whole nation. Several expedient 


of Parliament for averting the ſentence which 


ſeemed doomed to be paſſed upon him; but none 
ted, merely from the fear of irritaring 


 theiferodous Jacobins ro an eatller and ſeveret 


ence againſt him. It would have been difficult 


w provokethe Executive Council of France more 


' "than they at this time were at our conduct in 


* paſting the Alien and Affignat Bills, in increaſing | 


a armaments both by land and ſea, in refuſing to 
| with heirombalſdory and above all, 
which ae ee 
humbled chemſelvs in in making wk _— 
EP na Matet. 1 .. wht ; 
There cannot be a more melanc 
Abe eme time more incredible proof of the inks 
tuation of Miniſters, than that, with the fatal exams 
ple before their eyes of France having been 
brought into its preſent ſituation by the means of 
clubs, they ſhould countenance eee 


ee orf fettin e Tr PO ONT 
Found eceffiry toforbid thoſe ſelf-conftituted clubs, 
| allocations or conventions, be a difficult talk to reft 
he legality of their fneeting upon the purity of the 
motives of the aſſociates. Mr. Reeves's affociation 
ad ſet out upon the moſt falſe, wicked and dan- 
- gervus grounds that could be deviſed. ' They 

| toaſt! of cheir being formed into a club for the . 

expreſs purpoſe of preſerving themſelves againſt 

the horrid attempts of daring and ſeditious men, who 
undi the Jpecious pretence of reformation wiſh to ſub- 
vert the:Coyftitution and Government of their Country. 
What can be more falſe, than that all thoſe who 
- wiſh to bring about a Reform in Parliament with 
to ſubvert the Conftitution of their Country: What 
mote wicked than thus to calumniate and crimi- 
nate their fellow ſubjects, who are peaceful and 
loyal: What more dangerous to the State than to FR 
eſtabliſh ſoch à ſyſtem of enmity amongſt citizens, 

and fomenting it by means obvioufly open to reta- 

lation, and immediately tending to the horrid 
effs&s of irritation; revenge and deſpair? It was 
but on the 18th of the month that Mr. Paines 
trial came on, in which he was found guilty by a 
| ſpecial jury of having libelled the Conſtitution. 
He had openly and unequivocally avowed himſelf 
its enemy, and exerted the full power of his talents 
to make what proſelytes he could to his ſeditious 
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of in te EPR. Fe exiſtence, they | 

owed it undoubtedly to the tardy and inefficient 
puniſhment of the author and propagator. of the 
doctrines that produced them. Henceforth there 


vpbesred leſs zeal in puniſhing real delinquents, 
than in affixing the imputation of ſedition and 
-treaſon to thoſe who diſapproved of the mea- 
ſures of Government, or incurred their diſpleaſure 
by wiſhing for a Parliamentary Reform. Accord- 
ing to the new doctrine of Mr. Reeves's aſſociatio 
it was holden out to the nation as illegal and uncon- 


Fitutional to meet for che purpoſe of conſidering 


and diſcuſſing the ſtate of the popular repreſenta 


tion in Parliament, in which every voter and every 
individual is in fact deeply intereſted. It was 
therefore judged to be the prudent, the effeQual, 
the legal, the conſtitutional mode of checking and 
correcting the. evil, to eſtabliſh theſe. counter 
meetings and ſocieties throughout the kingdom, 
founded upon no. other. authority, ſanction or 


power, than the momentary (perhaps ill · grounded) 


conviction of individuals, that the preſent ſyſtem | | 
of popular repreſentation ſhould be kept on foot 


| for the improvement or preſeryation of the Confti- 
tution, and that the contrary opinion was a proof 


of an actual. deſire or attempt to ſubvert. the _ | 
government and conſtitution of the country. 


So ſeriouſly were the moſt illiberal, e 


| aol unconſtitutional ire for Og theſe 


IN © 
1 5nd böte of and propagated, that Mr. 


Fox and Mr. Grey thought it neceſſary to notice 


them i in the Hole; ; and now perhaps, if our Paiont 5 


bave ceaſed to mftruft our reaſon, the real import and 


tetidency of them may be conſidered without bias 
or e mare One of the firſt publications made : 


was, ſaid Mr. Grey (on the 17th) not only calcu- 


lated to excite ſedirion, but abſolutely pointed out 
| the claſs of perſons againſt whom the loyal fury of 
che mob ſhould' be directed. The extermination 


of the Diſſenters was their aim, and the publi- 


cation alluded to aſſerted,· That the Prefbyterians | 
tc bad been the cauſe of the diſturbances in America 1 


« that by them the expences of the American war bad 
&« been incurred, and that the Birmingham Doctor 


W (Prieftley) was more infamous even than Paine.” 


Mr. Fox on the ſame day produced to the ſame 


Houſe a circular invitation to one of theſe loyal 


meetings at Staines, which ended with theſe words, 
 deftirution to Mr. Fox and his Jacobin committee. 
On the 24th Mr. Fox in giving his aſſent to the 
augmentation of the army, as he had before done 


to that of the navy, ſaid that he did it upon this 


only principle, that we ought to be prepared either 


to engage in war, or to negeciate with effect for 


peace. He then took occaũion of mentioning to 
the Houſe the diſmiſſal from the army of two 
| officers of rank and merit, Lord Edward Firz- 
05 8 gerald 
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France when we were * ſtate of neutrality w i with 
her, and of Captain Gawler; for hayi ng 


tional Information, to which ſome of the firſt 
Characters of the nation belonged... T heſe different 
- circumſtances beſpeak their own. tendency, and 
| ſhew the extent of the ſpirit which produced them. 
He queſtioned not the prerogative of the Crown 
ro diſmiſs any officer from the army; but thou 
hat the exerciſe of it wah 1 to, ſuch. pu 
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1 EW Share —— 1 | 
of any particular importance to the general purport | 
on _ Hiſtory. The Parliament proceeded in 

. 


bg. | 15 8 i 
ä * the Alien and the Aſſignat Bills. M. Maret, | 
vho had returned again from France with enlarged 
powers of negociating for peace, had ſeveral con- 
ferences with our Miniſters, who ſtill roſe in their 
tone of diſdainful rejection. The example of 
Spain, which had in the preceding month entered 
into a treaty of neutrality with the Executive Power 
of France, was ſtrongly urged as a precedent for 
our negociating without humbling ourſelves in the 
eyes of Europe. The Spaniſh negociation was ſo 
| emphatically the immediate act of the Crown, that 
it was actually commenced under the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Count d' Aranda, and completed under 
that of the Duke d' Alcudia. All however was in 
vain : it was our inevitable fate to be plunged i into 
the miſeries and diſgrace of this myſterious and | 
ruinous confederacy, Maret returned to France 


under the mortification of having failed alſo in this 


ſecond miſſion to the Britiſh Cabinet. Lord 
Loughborough, who in all the late debates upon 
the relative ſituations of Great Britain and France, 
had been prominently zealous in ſupporting the 
meaſures propoſed by Minifters, was honoured 
with the Great Seals of England, and called to 
ſucceed Lord Thurlow on the woolſack. 
As the Miniſter had been either unable or on- 
willing to make an example of any perſon who 
had been, guilty of thoſe acts of riot and infurree- 
tion which had induced the neceſſity of drawing 


4 


0 199 
the militia, they found that the preſent a 
tion of the public mind could not be kept up 


Vuithour the moſt exemplary and rigorous puniſn- E 


ment of future delinquents. The firſt unfortunate 
victim of this regenerated ſeverity, which had dif- 
2 appeared with the. memorable Jeffries in the laſt | 
century, was one Carter, who was indicted and 
found guilty of having unlawfully publiſhed a. 
ſcandalous and ſeditious libel, intituled . An 
« Addreſs from the London Correſponding So- 
t ciety to the other Societies in Great Britain, 
« united for the Purpoſe of obtaining a Reform in 
c Parliament.“ The addreſs was an anſwer to that 
of Mr. Reeves's Aſſociation: and this wretched 
Bill. ſticter was ſentenced to fix months impriſon- 
ment for having paſted up the addreſs at the cor- 
ner of St. Giles. The next example was Daniel 
Crichton for uttering treaſonable words againſt the 
King: he was proved to have ſaid; that be would 
have no King bere, they had no King in Scotland « and 
the ſame two witneſſes who proved the/uttering of 
the words, proved alſo the intoxication of the man 
who uttered them: he had come up the night be- 
fore from Scotland to be bounden apprentice 
to a tallow chandler : honourable teſtimony was 
made in court by a reſpectable clergyman of his 
general good character, and he himſelf exprefled” 
the moſt ſincere compunction for having in an un- 
| 2 moment of intoxication uttered worde, 
1 | 


have dan been ſenenced homer een 
ſupport the ſyſtem of criminating every wiſh for 
withdrawn from men of brilliant talents and tried 
patriotiſm, whoſe zeal for the perſection of the 
Conſtitution prevented them from abandoning - 
even the hopes of correcting its few defe&s. Mr. 
Erſk ine and Mr. Pigott were removed from the 
- honourable appointments of Attorney and Solici- 
tor General to his Royal Highneſs the Prince f 
Wales: and Meſſrs. Graham e e ee e 
„ ee W i . 
The confined plan of this Hiſtory will 3 F 
me to enter into a minute detail of the melan- 
choly execution of the unfortunate King of France. 
The queſtion for his execution was carried in the 


Convention only by a majority of five votes. In 


his death, which happened on the 21ſt of the 
month, he ſhewed an example of the moſt heroĩe 
fortitude. and chriſtian ſubmiſſion to his unjuſt 
ntence. Blood. thirſty and cruel as was the con- | 
dag; of the. regicide party to this amiable and vi- 
oops monarch, it is much doubted whether they 
would have had the boldneſs to attempt or the 


power ta carry ſo unjuſt and bloody a deſign into 


Aucution, if they bad not been enabled to pae. 
* 


„ 


—— — a - 
country from-the improdent and inbuman menaces 
of the Duke of Bronfwick. Some hopes were en- 
tattained that Dumburier, "who! was ar this time ar 
Paris, would have profited of his influence w 

thei people to haue attempted a' reſcue of the in- 
jured monarch. No ſhew- appeared of ſuck an 
attempt. Twenty thouſand men were under arms: 


and the ſhocking fcene was clofed in the moſt a 


ful fear and filence. Upow the niclagcholy-repwe? 
ordered imo mourning; for his late moſt Chriſtian” 
King in Council directed to depart this realm on 
or before the iſt of February: and a meſſage wan 
ſent by his Majeſty to both Houſes: e ine 5 
ment, directing the corre 9 0 

Chauvelin and the Secretary of State for 
Affairs, together with the order of Council is oa. 
Paris, to be laid before them; and intimating* 
that his Majeſty in the preſent ſituation of affairs: 
thought it indiſpenſably neceſſary to make a fur- 
ther augmentation to his forces by ſea and land, 
own dominions, for ſupporting his allies, and* 


ambition on the part of France, which would be 


2 to the general intereſts of. 


e 
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8 reed 
wh „ eee ERIE eee rent 
ſociety. Vis ene r 


baer may be he deer ah 
s of men in the awful moment of 
great, w ul and terrific events; they are in 


their nature tranſient and momentary, as were the 
cauſes which produced them. They may indicate 


the diſpoſitions of the perſons affected: but they 


can afford no ground for engrafting upon them 
any meaſures intended to be general and perma- 


nent. Truth and reaſon, — are ever conũiſt- 


either the oa | 3 laws which 


were founded in their baſis. True it is, that tbe 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland are ſepa- 
rate and independent of each other: they have 


ſeparate legiſlatures and ſeparate laws: but they 
have an union of intereſts, an union of affection, 


an union of allegiance to the fame Sovereign: they 


know but one ſpirit, one principle, one form of 5 
Conſtitution. Great Britain and Ireland are con- 


vertible terms. Diſloyalty, ſedition and treaſon 


are inapplicable to one if they be not applicable | 
to both: the natufe of the crime is common to 
both: the plus or the minus in the offence to the 
L nge may be determined by p 


culiarity of 


e 5 E 


* een to ne application for a 

reform-of Parliament; let us view the Gevern- 
ment of Great Britain proſecuting for ſedition 
© own or others thoughts in favour of ſuch refottns _ 
let us view: the multifarious Clubs and Aſſocia- 
tions regularly eſtabliſhed through the kingdom of 
Great Britain, under the ſanction of Government, 
to preſerve us againſt the horrid attempts of daring 
and ſeditious men, bo, under the ſpecious' pretence' 
of reformation, wiſh to ſubvert the. Conſtitution and 
Government Wy ee PRION 1 
eyes to Ireland, 5 
Here we ſee a alas Ps deputed from 
| three fourths of a people aggrieved by being des. 
prived (amongſt other rights) of that of voting 
for members of parliament (though diſcountenan- 
ced and oppoſed by moſt of the men in power of 
that kingdom) laying before their Sovereign. i in re- 
ſpectful confidence the ſum of their grievances, 
and graciouſly. received by the common father of 
his Porte, "Here we admire the renderer | 


e 
Body of Ireland were introduced by Mr. Dundas at St. James's, 
and they preſented their addreſs, whicly was graciouſly received? 
— Byrne, n 
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dien len kad de year ——— 
Here we behold a virtuous affociation of true pa 


 triats headed by the firſt noblomen of the king». 


dom, combining, their joint efforts to briog about 
in the popular repreſentation in parlin« 


mens, entering i into this amongſt other reſolutions: 
that the reprefentative. part of our legiſlature is not 


« derived from the peeple by the free and general 
4 eleBion. which the fundamental principles of. aur 


* Confitution require, and the ftate and condition of | 
* this nation would warrant.” * Here we bebold 


the Houſe of Commons reſolving ieſelf into a 
5 meeting, at which the Duke of Leinſter 


prefided, was called the Aﬀfociation of the Friends of the Con - 
- Niqution, Liberty and Peace, The laft of their reſolutions was, 


that every perſon becoming a member ſhould ſubſcribe the fol- 
lowing Declaration: * I ſolemnly promiſe and declare, that I | 


* will, by all lawful means, promote a. radical and eſfectual ro- 


« form in the repreſentation of the people in Parliament, includ- 


ing perſons of all religious perſuaſions : And that I will un- 
t ecaſingly purſue that object, until it ſhal have been unequivo- | 


Ne Aud, ſeriouſly apprehending the dangerous 


* conſequences of certain levelling tencts and ſeditious princi- 
6; ples, which have lately been diſſeminated, I do further declare, 
4 that I will -refift all attompts to introduce any new ſorm of 

#/Goverament into this Country, or in any manner to invert'os | 


| committee 


tation: ff rhe people in parliament, Are we hence 
then to conclude that the wiſhes, efforts and at- 
tempts of Britons to improve by a temperate tes" 
13 eee 4 n in pays 


tween: the recent execution of the French mo- 
natch and that of our firſt Charles, whoſe mar- 
on the zoch day of Ja | 
nuary, ſeemed naturally to excite the public ex 
pedctation of ſome more than ordinary exertion 
fromm tue pulpit on this ſolemnity, revived as it 
was by the freſh application of ſuch appropriate 
— Doctor Horſley the Biſhop of St. Davids 
was choſen to preach this annual ſermon: and 
upon the motion of the RT of Canter«, 
bury he was thanked for it by the Houſe of 
Lords, and defired to print it ſor the inſtruction 
of the public. But in the Houſe 
0 Commons Mr. Sberidan, in his ſpeech upon 
the reported ſedition of the country, took an oc 
 eaſion” of [expreſing a very different opinion of 
this diſcourſe. of the learned prelate : . It open 
gal, he faid, . with comments upon the vanit 
«of political diſguiſitions altogether, and con · 


— 


9 be #06 * „„ 
0 cluded with au anathema or thoſe who did noe 
agree with him in political 'opi won, reviving 
null the Navery of paſſive obedience-and non-re- = 
_ <-fiſtance.” At a time when Government was by 
proelamations and every other exertion of power 
forcing upon the nation the belief that the Con- 
ſtitution was in danger, the charge of reviving the 
dangerous and unconſtitutional doctrines of p. 
Ave obedience and „ebene became really ſeri- 
ous. At the beginning of the preſent century the 
maintenance of theſe: dee from the pulpit 
had brought on the trial of Dr. Sacheverell: 
whoſe impeachment, as Mr. Burke ſays, 4 was: 
e undertaken and carried on for the expreſs pur - 
i poſe: of ſtating, the true grounds and principles 
ag of the Revolution, which the Commons empha- 
<« tically called their foundation. It is well known 
chat he was found guilty upon the articles of im- 
peachment by what Mr. Burke calls a ſteady and 
prevalent majority of Whig Peers, . The ſolemn 
judgment of the Houſe of Peers againſt Dr. 
t Sacheverell muſt in my opinion make it abſo- 
A lutely unlawful for any Britiſn ſubject in future 
| < openly to deny or diſapprove of the Revolution 
66 principles, or publicly to maintain thoſe, which? 
are commonly called the try principles.” As 
theſe articles exhibited againſt Dr. Sacheverell are 
become the legal teſt of tory principles, 1 Rel 


a © Agpid „ lee 18g, 
33 88 e 5 


LUNG | LIE 7 — BE FEY 3 
: 230 4 + _—_ PE 2 Nen 1 . 
* n x 4 8 . 3 
* : IDS, 5 115 BEE IH 53 5 p 
. 


r Wario: 
An theibvimn . ; 


e eee Dea a £2 
— ——— 
made 6f bim in the appendix to this ſermon. The merit of i- 
-tention in writing his Fare nglorum, and the aim at catidour in 
treating every ſubject which concerns the church eſtabliſhment, 
"which his [Lor@ſhip has ſo kindly allowed him, he particularly | 
wiſhes to avail himſelf of on this and on every future occafion 
that may call him before the public. It would be an abandon. | 
ment of both, not to waru the public of the dangers to which | 
- he ſees the nation expoſed' from the revival of Toryiſm, and not | 
do remark, that the/zeal of the reverend prelate for that part of 
ide Conſtitution which had been openly and rudely aſſailed, bad 
led him into a dangerous enceſs of unconſtitutional doctrines in 
ſupport af it. The learned prelate will allow, that ſince the au- 
thor has, in the work which his Lordſhip has condeſcended to 
commend, faid, (p. 472.) * that peſbve obedience aud 'non-re- 
| © ance could never by poſſibility have been applicable to or prac- 

_ '*-ticable-in the Engliſh Government #7 bis apprehenfions and | 
: alarms of an intended change in that Government were not 
groundleſs,: when he found theſe very doctrines enforced from 
ht outta eee ol * 
and veneratioa of the Nation. unions. x 
ons The immediate reaſon ered) havkvg dees no- 
tioed by this learned prelate, was the inſertion of à quotation 
from Calvin, / cited from Philanax” Aiglicur. The quotation 
: - from Calvin appears to the Reverend Prelate to have been miſre- 
preſented by mutilation: and he enters into a full and elaborate 
 ſcholium upon the words of Calrin, to ſhew that they import tio | 
| doArine, principles nor ſentiments againft royalty: and he ſays 
very juſtly, that the author will not be diſpleaſed, that the" memory 
of 6 grow nas fied be SORT ION: an WOE 
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Aivine right, g obedionce and nowryſtance, had been the 


by an overbeated republican, with the expreſs view of inſtilling 


4 #3 


| dees ales hy the learged prchee in this flit 


2 This ee be ee than by 


TI | comparing 


* 3 
A hntad to hin. The author holds himſelf equally veſponſible 


forthe quotations which he adapts from others, as for ibe Aller- 
ons he makes himſelf. But cireumſtanced as he way, he felt, jt 
to bea more delicate mode of conveying certain truths to the 
public by the mouths of others than by his own. He thought 
that he could more delicately tell the public that the doctrines of 


xeceived proteſtant doctrine of the Church of England in the 
wonds of the Biſhop of Worceſter, than in thoſe of a private ia · 
dividual who was not a member af that church: und that 1e 


* putherity. of thaſe venerable men from hom it was derived, 


gave it n firm and laſting hold in the minds 6f the clergy: and 
** being thought to reteive a countenance from the genrral 
4 terma in which obedienoe to the civil magiſtrate is ordained in 
* ſoriptutcy it has countenanerd in our days, and it may be feared 
« ſtill continue to perplea and miſlead the judgment of tov matiy 
* amongit us.” (p. 134.) For theſe redſoris the author delt 
more largely in quotations throughout that work than be could 
otherwiſe have reconciled either to his inclinatiou or judgment, 
The words of Calvin which were quoted, as applied by Phila- 
nax Anglicus, are, Abdicant enim ſe poteflate terreni principes dam 
inſurgunt contra Drum: immò indigni ſunt qui cenſeantur in honinum = 
aumero 2, fotius ergd e wehe in illorum ante cen . 
farere ubi fic pruterviunt, ut velint ſpoliare Drum ſuo jure."" The 


learned prelate undertakes to prove that Calvin meant no more 


by theſe words, than that God was to be obeyed before map. 
They ever did convey to the underſtanding of the author, as they 
mill do, an indecent and irreverend idea of Royal Power; uttered 


RA . Power. 
3 They 


— 


* 259 3 


"om paring them with thoſe of Dr. Sachen, 
ſermon in the year 179. E 


They appeared to him falſe 8 Fe! 8 4 
made the Sovereign's offence to God, tlie immediate act of abdi- 
cation of his own authority over his ſobjects; thus converting 
ſiſbjeets into Judges of their King's conſcience, and arbiters of 
their own obligation to obey him. The author emphatically re- 
| probated theſe principles as inapplicable to the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion; - however congenial they might be found with thoſe of the 
Republic of Geneva or of modern France, The authar abe 
| apply the doQrine to the poſſible repetition of the circ 
af this day in this country. If he may without offence or in- 
delicacy bypothetically ſtate an order from a King, of Great. 
Britain to an individual to worſhip an idol, which was the caſe 
of Daniel, che concluſion of the author would be, that he affected 
a power "he could not poſſeſs, in c6mmanding : a ſinful act: but 
not tat in ſo doing he abdicated any power he before enjoyed. 
He could” by no means juſtify the perſonal inſult to the Sove- 
reign, on account of the moral obligation of the ſubjeQ.in ſuch | 
 caſeto reſiſt the ſinful order. Abdicare fe poteftate, according to 
72 tlie author”! 8 conception, is the act of abdicating a power which 
is palſeffed by the abdicating perſon : now no Sovereign could 
have had a power to command an offence to God: and what he 
neter had he could not abdicate, as is evident. The author can» 
not therefore underſtand by theſe words of Calvin, a mere ſpiri- 
_ tral exhortation to his diſciples to prefer their duty to God bes, 
fore the unlawful commands of man. The abdication and none - 
eajoytitent of a power are widely diffetent. ' The author allows & 
to every defcription of perſons, who ſyſtematically follow the 
doctrines of any man, the ſuperior advantage of rightly under 


| ſtanding their genuine ſpirit : : he defends not his i interpretation 3 


of Calvin's words, but merely declares, that the manner in which 
be underſtood them,” was the reaſon why | he introghced them * 
. WIRE "_—_ he wal then venting, * b 
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| The fir Article of the 


Inpeachment againſt 


; Dr. Sachevrrell ues, | 


WL That be the. faid 75 
% Henry Sacheverell « cret purpoſe directs the 


6 in his ſaid F 

epreached at St. 
4e Paul's A Nec 
10 and maintain, that 


ce the neceſſary means 
« uſed to bring about 
5 the ſaid happy Re- 


4 volution were odi- 
6 ous and unjuſtifia- 
ce ble: that his late 
s Majeſty in his de- 
& claration diſclaimed 


the leaſt Coputaion 
4 N of reſiſtance: | and 
5 that to impute t.. 


cc ance to the ſaid Re- 


45 ©-yolution, is to caſt 


et black and odious co- 


ours upon the ſaid 
oak Revolution. The 


fourth and laſt article 
thus: « And that 
£6 his 
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worſt actions of tyrants 


no leſs than the beſt of 
godly princes. Man's 
abuſe therefore of his 
delegated authority is to 


be borne by reſignation, 


like any other of God's 
judgments. The oppo-, 
ſition of the individual 
to the Sovereign Power 
is an oppoſition to God's 


providential arrange - 


ments. In Govern- 
ments which are the 
worſt adminiſtered, the 


Sovereign Power, for. 


the moſt part, is a terror 
not to good works, but 
to the evil, and upon 
the whole far more nr. 5 


neficial than detrimen-. 


tal to the — But 
chis 
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& his ſaid malicious and 


. © ſeditious ſuggeſtions 
e may make the ſtrong- 
_ « ep impreſſion upon 


the minds of his 
6“ Majeſty's ſubjects, he 


© the ſaid Henry Sa- 
ce cheverell doth wick- 
« edly wreſt and per- 
« vert divers texts and 

* paſſages of Holy 
Scriptures.” of 


ence from the ſubject. 


this general good of 
Government cannot be 
ſecured upon any other 


terms than the ſubmiſſion 
of the indfvidual to what 
may be called its extra- - 
ordinary evils (p. 17). 
St, Paul repreſents the 

earthly Sovereign as 

the vice-gerent of God, 

accountable for miſconduf# 
to bis heavenly maſter, © 
but entitled to obedi- 
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. FEBRUARY, 1792. 


CONTENTS. 


France declares war againſt England and Holland 


Our wiews in going to war not avowed—The Na- 
tional Convention announces their reaſons for declar- 


in war—King's meſſage to both Houſes —Debates 
en the addreſſes moved thereupon—Mr. Fox's. mo- 


tion upon the grounds of the war Dumourier enters 
Holland — Breda and other towns befieged—Two 
thouſand Engliſh Guards ſail for Holland: and 
twelve thouſand Hanoverian troops ſent thither to 


be under the command of the Duke of York—War- 
Inte preparations general throughout the empire 


Four Fencible regiments in Scotland reſolved upon in- 
fead of a militia—A militia propoſed and adopted 
in Ireland of ſixteen thouſand men—Five thouſand 
men voted to augment the forces of that Ringdem 
Mr. Grattan's caution to Miniſters _ this r 
mentation of cas = | 


/ 


= 


Ir is hs uſual reply to all 1 againſt 
the ruinous war, in which we are fatally involved, 


% - 


: 1 213 7 55 
um it is 8 and therefore ohavoidablo'a on 
. the part af Great Britain. True it is, that the 
firſt actual and expreſs declaration of hoſtilities 


proceeded from the French Republic, when on 


the ſecond of the month the Convention decreed, - 
that on account of the multiplied acts of hoſtility 

and aggreſſion (which were detailed in the Con- 
vention) the French Republic was from that time 
at war with the King of England and the Stadt- 
holder of the United Provinces. This open and 
manly conduct of the republic was certainly more 
honourable and juſt than the ſyſtem of intended 
inſults and unavowed aggreſſions with which this 
country provoked France to the neceſſity of de- 
claring hoſtilities. It is a humiliating circum- 
ftance for Great Britain to be outdone in candour 
by any nation: peculiarly ſo by the French in 
their preſent ſituation, It is beneath the ſpirit 


and principle of a Briton firſt to provoke and 


then to afſume the merit- of being forced to the 
combat by acceptance of the challenge. The 
mean attempt could never have been made, but to 
diſſemble truth or cover infamy. If the principles 


and views of the cenfederated powers, whick 


we have coaleſced to forward, will ſtand the teſt 

of honeſt inveſtigation, why not diſcloſe them too 

the nation that riſks its welfare in their ſupport? 

Government to this hour either knows them not, 

or ane not avow them. The late e 
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of his Majeſty publiſhed at Toulon, which ex- 
preſſes a hope that the other powers have the 
ſame moderate views in their exertions againſt 
France, which he has, beſpeaks the ignorance of 
them on one hand; and on the other, the actual 


confederacy in a war of ſuch magnitude forbids the 


ſurmiſe of its being hazarded upon unknawn prin- 
ciples and with uncertain views. It is notorious _ 


that Auſtria: and Pruſſia in making war againſt 


France whilſt it had a Conſtitution muſt have 


had different views, than when they declared that 
their intention was to re-eſtabliſh royalty upon the 
principles of that very Conſtitution, This policy 


of forcing France into the declaration of hoſtili- 
ties was only for the inſidious purpoſe of avoid 
ing a declaration of the principles upon which we 
entered into the war: a purpoſe as diſhonour- 


able to our enemy as 'diſhonelt to ourſelyes. But 


it has been the late fatality of our countrymen 
to be ſeduced by doctrines, and opinions which 
they cannot defend, and which they bluſh . to 
avow. Mr. Burke has been explicit in detailing 
the principles, views and . motives of this war. 
He complained indeed in the debate of the 12th 
ipſtant upon the war, that the progreſs of his opi- 
nions had been too flow upon the Nation; though 
now the full blown miſchief had effectually alarm- 
ed them into their full adoption,  * © Theſe 
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| eee muſt firſt like othet mad- 
men be ſubdued. Never ſhall I think any 
% country in Europe to be ſecure, whilſt there is 
etc eſtabliſhed in the very centre of it, a ſtate (if 
< ſo it may be called) founded upon principles 
of anarchy, and which is in reality a college 
of armed fanatics, for the propagation. of the 
4 principles of aſſaſſination, robbery, tebellion, 
fraud, faction, oppreſſion and impiety.” If 
- however the ſword be drawn to ſubdue theſe 
madmen, to correct their morals and to prevent 
the infection of their principles, the nation had 
ſurely. a right to know the end to be attained by 
this vaſt expenſe of their blood and treaſufe : 
they were entitled to examine the grounds of 
this extraordinary . miſſion, to cure diſeaſes, gor- 
rect vice and ſtem immorality by the dinz of the 
ford. | This is a ſpirit of chivalry very coſtly and 
very precarious; a cruſade to be warily preached 
up and encouraged. Are then the madneſs, the 
anarchy, the vices of the French, a reaſon why 
Great Britain is to ſacrifice her peace, treaſure, 
blood and proſperity ? Is their cure or correction 
to terminate the war? I bluſh however to con- 
traſt the manly and ſyſtematic conduct of theſe 
Joy: madmen with our own. _ 
They publiſhed a declaration, that the thing 
| af England had withdrawn his ambaſſador from 
| France, and refuſed to acknowledge the ambal- 


ſador oſ their Republic ; that the Britiſh Govern- 
WE 3 | ment 


. 1 216) „„ 
ment bad obſtructed the purchaſe als corn, arms and 
merchandize made by French citizens and agents 
of the Republic, and laid an embargo on veſſels 
bound for France, prohibited the circulation of 
aſſignats, ſubjected French citizens to inquiſitional 
yexations, and refuſed them reſidence in England 

in violation of the treaty of commerce: that Eng- 
land had greatly increaſed its forces by land and ſea 

. whilft at peace with every power in Europe, and 
boaſted in parliament that France was the hoſtile - 
object of its armaments : that the Britiſh Mini- 

ſters had uniformly returned their propoſals and 
offers of peace with haughtineſs diſdain and arro- - 
gance: that they had ſent a ſquadron into the 
Scheld to interrupt their warlike operations in the 
Netherlands: that the King of England had con- 
cluded à treaty with Auſtria and Pruſſia their ene- * 
mies, ſo recently as in the laſt month of January, 

and had drawn into the league againſt their R- 
public the Stadtholder of the United States, who 
had ſince taken ſimilar preparatory ſteps for hoſ- 
tilities againſt them: that they are neceſſitated to 

look upon theſe acts of the Britiſh Court and of 
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Holland, as acts of hoſtility and equivalent to a 
declaration of war. It is to be lamented, that 
England has not been equally explicit in avowing - 
and declaring the reaſons and motives for the acts 
of aggreſſion with which the French d er ſo 
"ET ba e ber. e * 5. 
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The whole ſyſtem of aggreſſion and 3 

1 the detail of the reaſons, principles, views, 
motives and ends of the war were fully entered 
into by both Houſes of Parliament, in the debate 
upon the ſame day on which his Majeſty's meſſage 
concerning the war was delivered by Lord Gren- 
ville to the Lords, and by Mr. Pitt to the Com 
mons. Similar amendments were propoſed in both 
Houſes, to the addreſſes moved for to the Crown 
upon the meſſage. Theſe amendments went to 
expreſs a cordial co- operation of the teſpective 
HFouſes in proſecuting a juſt and neceſſary war, in 
order to procure a ſafe and honourable peace; but 
which ſhould import no approbation nor ſanction 
to miniſters for having through their imprudence 
or obſtinacy involved the country in a warg from 
which it might be now too late to extricate it, 
otherwiſe than by the ſucaeſs of their arms or the 
baſeſt of conceſſions. The chief ſupporters of 
theſe amendments in the Lords were the Marquis 
of Lanſdowne and the Earls of Lauderdale and 
Stanhope; in the Commons Meſſts. Fox, Sheri- 
dan and ſome few others, whom Mr. Burke taunt- 
ingly on- this occaſion termed the dwindled pha- 
lanx * of Oppoſition. Here was again an ACCu- 


Mr. Sheridan, in his reply to Mr. Burke, obſerved that it - went 
was but lately that the Right Honourable Gentleman had be- | 
llowed this appellation upon the Oppoſition : he however glo- 
ried in it, for the term implied a body of men compact i in its for- 
mation and acting with union and vigour. | 
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mulation of triumph to Mr. Burke i in the aut und 
general (though according to him biit too Now?) 
operation of his * grent leſſons: becauſe, in run 


Ake theſe cur paſſions trust our reaſon. The Ser- 


vants of the Crown very ſueeeſsfully excited the 
feelings of the members againſt the French 4s a 


de of aſſaſſins, thieves and regieides then eafily 


Aileblburedd evety meaſure that had been adopted 


by them. OF all the reaſons reported to their Con- 
vention for their declaration of hoftilities,*one only 


was poſitively denied, which was the conclufion of 
a treaty with the Emperor in the month of Ja- 


nuary. The production however of the papers 


concerning it, when called for by Lord Lauder- 


dale, was refuſed. The Miniſters admitted a ne. 
gotiafion for a general armed combination againſt 


France, but diſavowed any view or intention of 
| interfering with her int#fnal affairs, or of. impoſing 


upon her. any patticular form of Government. 
They reprefented feveral acts of the French Go- 
verament as aggreſſions on their part; and in- 
ſifted particularly, that their decree of fraternixa- 
tion, their entry of the Scheld, and conqueſts in 
Brabant, Savoy and Germany were each a ſuff- 


cient ground for declating war againſt them. 
They admitted that even after Chauvelin had 
been ordered away, Maret had returned with freſh 
| 2 for enſurinę peace ; but that he had not | 
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been 
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been n nor his propoſals received : yet 
they aſſumed the merit of more patience; indul. 


gence and experiment in their efforts to avert the 
war, than the juſtice of the caſe or the i importance 


of the criſis would perhaps juſtify.” Refuſing to 
accredit any Envoy from the exiſting Govern 


ment of France, with whom they poſſibly could 


treat, they . boaſted of a ſpecial commiſſion ſent 
over to Lord Auckland to negociate for peace with 
Dumourier, who had received his command of 


the French armies from that very Proviſi onal Ex- 


ecutive Council to which they denied the power 


of deputing an accredited Envoy. Appeal was 
on the other fide made to the notoriety of facts 


and the undeniable concluſions from avowed prin- 


ciples. The recall of our Ambaſſador from Paris 
was ſtated as. a declaration of hoſtilities within the 
expreſs meaning of the ſecond article of the treaty 


of commerce: that the prohibiting the exporta- 
tion of corn to France, when other foreign, mar- 


kets were open, and the Alien Bill, were ſpecific 
violations of the ſame treaty : the diſgraceful ex- 


pulſion of the French Ambaſſador was an open 


declaration of hoſtilities. The queſtion was forci- 


bly put by Lord Lanſdowne, © Who are the ag- 


* oreffors ?—They who kept a Miniſter, or they 
se who diſmiſſed him; they who offered to ex- 


« plain, or they who refuſed. to hear; they who 


8 offered. ou" go on ad trade in amity, or they 


| cc who F 
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17 who prohibited "Ry exportation of grain to _ 
ec whilſt open to all the reſt of the world ” By 
this 'war we were making a common cauſe with 
Auſtria and Pruſſia, who had never hitherto avow- 
ed their views and principles, and we might per- 
haps be drawn in to join with them againſt the 
will of the Nation, to impoſe a Government upon 
France, a purpoſe which we had ſtill the grace for- 
mally to diſavow. Miniſters had cauſed or per- 
mitted the alarms and paſſions of the Nation to be 
' raiſed and inflamed. They have committed us in 
à war, and they dare not avow the cauſes of it, nor 
tell us on what terms peace might have been pre- 
ſerved, or may hereafter be procured. - The event 
of the laſt campaign and the example of the 5 
American war were ſerious memento's to Mini- 
ſters, that we may be compelled to make peace on 
terms leſs ad vantageous than could have been ob- 
tained without unſheathing the ſword. All thoſe 
who ſpoke for the amendment to the addreſs, uni- 
formly expreſſed their earneſtneſs in carrying on 
the war vigorouſly, whilſt we were unfortunately 
involved in it; but perſiſted that they could not 
in truth and juſtice join in an addreſs which af- 
ſerted it to be an N N aggreſſion on the a 
; port of France. | 
Mr. Fox and his friends were fd to make | 
one more effort to afford their country an unequi- 
FORT Proof of their patriotiſm, in diſcountenan- 


; cin 
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eing the neceſſity of the war: he accordingly pro- 
poſed a ſtring of reſolutions, that tended fairly to 
diſcriminate the grounds of the war, which the 

Miniſters avowed, from thoſe which they diſavow- 
ed; in order that the nation might at all times 
know how near they approached to the end, which 


was propoſed by the war, and when the propriety 


or exigency might ariſe of making either a ſepa 
rate or a general peace. Mr. Fox candidly alled- 
ged that his object for making theſe motions was 


to procure a declaration of the preciſe grounds 


upon which Gentlemen had voted for the war; for 


from many circumſtances he was induced to be- 


lieve, that the real objects of our Miniſters in go» 


ing to war were thoſe which they diſclaimed; 


and that the which they avowed were only pre- 


texts. Since however none of the reſolutions 


went to the merits, but only to a manifeſtation 
of the reaſons and grounds of the war, the ſame 


objections did not ſeem to lie againſt them, as 


might be raiſed againſt a motion of cenſure. or 


diſapprobation of the meaſure. The motion how- 
ever produced a very heated debate, leſs intereſt · 


ing than any of the former debates upon the ſub- 


ject, by the repetition of old arguments; but ſuper- 


abounding with invective and malevolent infinua- 


tion. The Houſe divided upon the motion forty- 
four for, and two hundred and twenty-ſix againſt 


it. The war being e 5 


and 


negociate for peace, entered Holland with his vic, 


torious troops, and ſoon reduced Breda to a capi- 
tulatioh : Klundert, William ſtadtand Maeſtricht 
were beſieged: and Bergen-op-Zoom, Tholem 

Steenberg were blockaded at the ſame time. 
Two thouſand Britiſh guards were ſent over to 
Holland under the command of the Duke of 
Tork: and a body of twelve thouſand Hanoveri- 


ans were ordered to march immediately towards 


An to be under bis _ ae s com- 
mand. 8 

Warlike preparations were forward ed a 
out every part of the empire. In Scotland Mr. 
Dundas had propoſed to eftabliſh a militia : but 
the plan was abandoned, and four regiments of. 
fencibles were reſolved upon in lieu of it. Lord 
Hillfborough moved in the Houſe of Commons 
in Ireland for leave to bring in a Bill to eſtabliſh a 
militia of ſixteen thouſand men: and on the ſame 
day the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved o 


raiſe an additional force of five thouſand men: 
both motions were agreed to. But upon the latter 


Mr. Grattan wiſhed to know preciſely the purpoſe 
of this augmentation: whether to aſſiſt Great Bri- 


tain in the French war, or to guard againſt the 
danger of domeſtic inſurrection: he obſerved that 


with this augmentation of the army and the eſ- 
g of the __— ine * forces would 
amount 


— 


Eng) 


amount to thirty- three Adee ange Weng e | 
precedented in that kingdom. He added that it 
was in reliance upon the candour of that Houſe 4 


that they! would give every neceſſary redreſs to 


the complaints of the people; that he agreed to 
the augmentation. He warned them againſt the 


fallacious hope, that the force which they now re- 


ceived would enable them to deſpiſe or reject 


the wiſhes and voice of the people. Ireland would 
never be more coerced by force. 


Of all the powers that coaleſced againſt meren | 
Ruſſia ſeems to have been the moſt politic and 
refined. She engaged to ſupply large ſubſidies, 
ten ſail of the line, and whatever troops ſhould be 
wanted to ſupport the cauſe. It is believed that 


ſhe ſent ſome pecuniary relief to the French Princes. 
She certainly paid marked honours to the Count 
of Artois whilſt in Ruſſia, and ſent him in a fri- 


gate to join his brother and the other emigrants in 


Germany, The ſhips have not as yet appeared 


in our ſeas, and her men have been lately known. 


to march to no other country, than to ſubdue and 
to enſlaye the unfortunate Poles. And yet with- 
in her territories, ſhe has been more rigorouſly 
ſevere in guarding againſt the ' propagation of 
the French principles than any ſovereign in Eu- 

rope. On the 8th of this month ſhe ſent off 


the French a baniſhed every _— 1 
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foſtered by Mr. Reeves's affociation, and certainly 
not diſcountenanced by Government, had now 
grown into fuch ſtrength as to produce conſequen- 


ces of the moſt alarming nature. The agitated 
minds of the public were daily more and more 


inflamed by the moſt terrifying accounts of do- 


meſtic inſurrections and deep- laid plans to deſtroy 


the Conſtitution. The dwindied Phalanx of Oppo- 


ſition was ſo openly, ſo groſsly and ſo confident- 
ly abuſed and calumniated, that to many their 
very names were ſynonymous with the term of 


traitor and enemy : even in the very houſes of 
parliament, prejudices alarms and fears had ope- 


rated upon many a conviction, that to diſapprove 
of the war againſt France was treaſon to England, 
that to examine or enquire into the grounds of 
public meaſures had almoſt ceaſed to be the conſti- 
rational duty of a Senator, and to divide with Op- 
poſition was but little ſhort of rallying under the 
ſtandard of ſedition and rebellion. Any ſcheme 
againſt the Stare, in which ſuch able men as thoſe 
who. compoſed the Oppoſition had concurred, 
would have been truly alarming. The rank ta- 
leuts and reſpeQability of the conſpirators, had 


ſuch been the caſe, were indiſſoluble ties upon 


"Miniſters to drag them forth to the juſtice of their 


offended country. Now that the fever of alarm 


has abated, and men are allowed to refle& upon 


the neat of public en without incur- 
0 | ring 


i 


7 ad 


ting the ſuſpicion or guilt of ſedition, it will, not 
ſhock che loyalty even of Mr. Burke to aſſert, that 
known acts of riot and inſurrectian mult make 
known ſome criminal perpetrators of them, that 
conſpiracies and treaſons cannot be diſcovered 


without the knowledge of the conſpirator or trai- 
tor. Will he not allow, that the ſeverity of the 
law loſes its energy in ceaſing to be exemplary? 


In juſtice therefore to the calumniated people af 


Great Britain, to reſcue the public mind from the 
agitation of imaginary dangers, and to re · eſta- 
dliſh the confidence of a deluded people in the 
executive powers of Government, Mr. Sheridan 


moved in the Houſe, that an humble addreſs be 


preſented to his Majeſty, praying that his Majeſ. 


Ty may be pleaſed to give directions © that there 


ec de laid before the Houſe of Commons all the 


© information which may have come before his 


«Majeſty on the ſubject of ſedition, in order that 


tit may be referred to a committee of this Houſe, | 


« &c.” With reſpect to the late ſuppoſed ſedition 


and diſpoſition to inſurreQtion, and the lurking. 


— of which ſo much was ſaid, and ſo much 


more ſeemed conjectured and ſuſpected, there 


were three circumſtances, to be conſidered, and 
three points of view in which the ſubject ought to 
de placed. The firſt was, that the danger had 
been real. The ſecond was, that the whole was 
4 4 alarm, n entertained by nee 3 
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zu which caſe; the propagation although uinfortis 
nate Was yet honeſt, The third/avas, chat tlie 
whole was founded on a ſyſtematie plan laid by 
Government, for deluding the ſenſe and finally 
ſubduing the ſpirit of the people. In any of theſe 
ſuppoſitions the only mode of ſatisfy ing the juſ- 
tice of the people, quieting the public alarms, ur 
Juſtifying the Miniſters to the Nation, was to in- 
ſtitute a committee of enquiry. In a very long 
and animated ſpeech, he entered largely and 
clearly into each of theſe diſtin points. Mr. 
Lambton ſeconded the motion: a very violent de- 
hate enſued, in which Mr. Fox, Mr. Wynd- 
Jam and Mr. Burke took the chief part. The 
motion however was negatived without a diviſion. 
„That Miniſters had purpoſely raiſed theſe 
erer in order to ſeduce the Nation into a war, 
which in cool reaſon it would have reprobated, is 
n fact perbaps at all times out of proof; in vain is 
it argued againſt the feelings of intereſted parties 
at the time, and will only gain impartial credit 
from a future unbiaſſed review of the facts, which 
Soth parties now admit and variouſty repreſent. 
Lertain it is, that no individual from that ltime to 
this has been proſecuted for any act of rid or is · 
farreBiom, or ſor any rebellion or treaſon that 
could have given riſe to any danget, or that onght 
to have cauſed: any alarm in- the country The 
{Minifterial party admits the fact, but atm it 
8 0 not 
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: ——— guilt, but to the impropriefy or 

danger of puniſhliing the criminal. The Oppo- 
ſition reſt the innocence of the country upon this 
very pretended forbearance of Government to 

puniſii the culprit. This ſpirit: of forbearancey 
whether grounded on mildneſs prudence or po- 
liey, has not fince continued very general; for 
there is ſcarcely a bookſeller connected with Op- 
poſition, that has not ſince that time been profes 
cuted for having ſold the works of Thomas Paine 
at ſome time within the two years, during which 
they were ſo generally circulated with impunity; "7 
Few circumſtances mark more ſtrongly the in- 
veteracy of the political prejudice with which Mr, 
Fox was at this time viewed by the public, than 
the ſeceſſion of forty-five members from the Whig 


5 


wo e 
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Ctad x amongſt whom were Meſſrs. Burke and : 
Wyndham. Their pretence for ſeceding was on þ 
account of the following refolotion which had : 
been entered into on the 20th of the preceding ; 
month, viz. ' That the Club think it their duty, : 
FT at this extraordinary juncture, to aſſure the I g 
ä % Right Honourable Charles James Fox, that 5 a 
£ all the acts of miſrepreſentation ' which have \ f 
| © been'ſo induftrionſly uſed of late, for the pur- | 
© | <©'poſe'of calumniating him, have had no other | 
* weffect upon them, than that of eonfirmitigy : 
5 « ftrengthening” and increaſing their attachment f 


n * pon this reſolution, no difficalty nor 
t | es | . Q3 Pn 
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ebjeftior could ariſe againſt Mr. Fox but ws 
— thoſe; who gave credit to the calun- 
; and if they really believed or knew him to 
bo 1 of what he was accuſed, it was their 
duty to do ſomething more than to withdraw 
themſelves from a club of which he was a mem - 
ber. In matters of ſedition and treaſon, conniv- 
ance, ſuppreſſion and permiſſion are not wholly. 
innocuous in this country: our laws make a mt 
crime of miſpriſion of treſon. 

The Miniſter having ſucceeded in . the | 
| Nation into a war with France, by concealing 
from their fight both the principle and the end 
propoſed to be attained by it; his next concern 
was to ſuppreſs from their view the neceflary 
hardſhips that muſt attend it. Accordingly in 
opening his budget for the current year, he took 
the average of the laſt four years ſucceſsful peace; 
as the foundation for his preſent eſtimate; pre- 
fumptuouſly ſlattering the nation with the de- 
luũ ve proſpect of an increaſing revenue not- 
wirhſtanding a ruinous war. The unprecedented 
number of bankruptcies, which have marked the 
preſent as the moſt inauſpicious year to the 
trading intereſt of this kingdom, has but too fatally 
detected the fallacy of this ſpeculation. And the 
ſequel of the events of this hiſtory will prove 
the melancholy futility of his boaſt of the proſ- 
phect of our ſuceeſs in the proſecution of the war. 

6 | _ "Bl 
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Mr. - Sheridan obſerved. on the Miniſter's ſpeech 
of this day, that it had little novelty except the 
novelty of introducing in a day devoted to figures 


all the arts of declamation. He had ſuddenly 
laid down his pencil and flate, and graſping his 


truncheon had finiſhed with an harangue more 


calculated for a General of a heated army going 


to ſtorm. a French redoubt, than a Miniſter of 
finance diſcuſſing accounts in the ſober hour of cal- 


ulation with the Bvards and attorneys of a bur. 


thened and patient people. Wherever he ſaw 


_ exertion and eloquence ſo. miſplaced, he always 


ſuſpected there was ſome weakneſs to cover in 


the ſubje& itſelf. He was the more led into the 


apprehenſion by ſome. very alarming hints the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had dropped concern» 
ing new connections ſtill to be formed. It ſeemed 


the expenſive corps of 12,000 Hanoverians were 


not the only foreign troops we were to pay. New 


| ſubſidies, and foreign mercenaries were announced, 
and in a manner that ſeemed to avow that Go» 
vernment were adopting the general principles of - 


the Auſtrian and Pruſſian confederacy. 9 
It requires an extraordinary degree of ſagacity 
to find out 1 be neceſſity of a more extended alliance, 
and more numerous forces to protect our Dutch 
allies from the invaſion of the French, to ſecure 
to them their right by treaty to the excluſive ; 
navigation of the Scheld, and to preſerye c outſelves 
- 7 Ss from 
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Ren the Mestäng effects of the fraternizing de- 
cree of the 19th of Nobathivr)t "Yet are theſe 
the avowed grounds for undertaking the war. The 
irritation of the public mind' was ſyſtematically to 
be ſtill kept up, and the ſtrongeſt meaſures at 
home were tlie inſtruments of this fatal deluſion. 
The plain ſimple law of treaſon, ſettled i in the 25th 
year of our third Edward, which for 500 years 
had been unexceptionably found effectual againſt 
all attacks and attempts upòh the Conſtitution, 
was to be opened after the ſanction of ſo many 
denturies had put its venerable ſeal upon it, to the 
#dniiffion of a variety of new ctimes and offences, 
| fas was obſerved by Mr. Fox in the Houſe) framed 
merely for the purpoſe of lending ſupport to 
the falſe alarm of ſedition and treaſon which Mini- 
ſters had found neceſſary to excite in the-country. 
The Attorney General moved for leave to bring 
in the Traitorous Correſpondence Bill; the out- 
Une of which he opened to the Houſe to the follow- 
ing effect: That it was in future to be made high 
treaſon, iſt, To ſupply the exiſting government of 
France, or any perſons in alliance with them, with 
arms or military ſtores, or to purchaſe any thing for 
them or any of them. 2dly, To purchaſe lands 
bol inheritance in France, to inveſt money in any of 
the French funds, or to lend money on any ſecurity 
in France, 3dly, To go from this country into 
France without licence 4 bis Majeſty and the 

Privy 


Ts 3 
al. Athly, For a Britiſh ſukject to land in 


Privy, Se 


Great Britain without a paſſport or leave, or elſe to | 


deliver himſelf to the next magiſtrate,;to-underge 
an inquiſitorial examination, and faithfully. to diſ- 
cloſe where he had been, whither he was going, 


the reaſon of his journey out and home, and give 


ſurety to any amount required for his good beha- 
viour. 5thly, To underwrite inſurances upon (hips 
and goods bounden.-from France to any part of the 
world. Meſſrs. Fox and Erſkine very pointedly re- 


probated the Bill as utterly repugnant to the prin - 


eiples of freedom, juſtice; and policy; millitating 
againſt the intereſts of this country, and againſt 


the ſpirit: of its fixed laws and conſtitution-. Leave 


ſuperſeding principle of State neceſſity : ſane- 


ioned chis and every other public or private mea- 
ſure that could be forced into the fatal chain of 


French concerns. The ſacred and hitherto unvia- 


lated depoſit of property in the Bank of England 


was no longer a ſecurity to the individual, and 


the ſum of — depoſited there by. the re- 
ſpectable houſe of Bourdieu and Cholett was 
ee ene Attorney General upon a+ ſup» 
poſition of its being property belonging to the 
perſons exerciſing the powers of government in 
France. Mr. Burke had long taught the neceſſity 


of 0 iger meaſures: There is n 


auer te u Mimbr, p. 8. 
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« « for honeſt men but by believing all pofible evil 
« of evil men, and _ acting with promptitude, 
© deciſion and ſleadineſs on that belief. Calm 
reaſon and reflection will inform us that the hard- 


ſhip, cruelty or injuſtice of violent meaſures ever 


reſt” with thoſe who brought on the neceſſity of 
adopting them. The Traitorous Correſpondence 
Bill was hardly combated by the gentlemen of the 


Oppoſition in every ſtage, upon the grounds of its 


obſcurity, inconſiſtency and manifeſt injuftice ; it 
was carried through the Houſe though no two 
of the Law Members agreed in their interpretation 
of the operation and effects of the different clauſes ; 

but the advocates for the war found it a neceſſary 


previous ſtep to reconcile the minds of the public 
to the war, and it had all the appearancc of an 
attempt to engraft a general belief of paſt guilt upon 
this ſpecious neteſſity of preventing it in future. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer has ever claimed 
a peculiar confidence from the public for his mi- 
nute and truſty attention to every object of finance. 


But Mr. Fox proved in the Houſe fo forcibly that 


Mr. Pitt admitted, that in negociating the loan of 
43500,0001, he had ſuffered, by the terms he had 


made, au evident loſs to the public, and of courſe - 


a gain to ſome individuals of 200, oool. Although 
in this inftance, @ great miniſter of finance were 


ex tonfeſſo taken in or over-reached in his bargain, 
5 es: it is ardently to be wiſhed that future loans may 


* EE neither 


( 235 ) 


| 2 patronage, nor aper u Mi- 
niſter with the lubricous means of purchaſing ſup». 


port in thoſe fatal meaſures which induce CE 
eeſſity of taxation. *> 
MWMben on the . inſt. in __ committee wii 
the extraordinaries of the armies, the Miniſter, 
| aer forward the firſt reſolution for ſubſidiaing 
12,000 Hanoverian troops deſtined for the affiſt- 
ance of Holland, Lord Fielding charged him 
wich the moſt criminal neglect in delaying to give 
aſſiſtance to Holland. He was ſupported by 
Major. Maitland, who preſſed upon the Miniſter 
fats and dates, which are more ſtubborn argu» 
mgnts than thoſe. of reaſon and cenſure be they 
ever ſo pointed and juſt. Miniſters had ex- 
preſsly acknowledged that on the 17th of Decem- 
ber they conſidered the French as an enemy in the. 
Rate. of hoſtile preparation. They knew the de- 
ſenceleſs ſtate of Holland and the danger: that 
' threatened it. Yet they only entered into the 
negociation for ſubſidizing the Hanoverian troops 
on the 22d of February, and 1956 guards failed 
from, Greenwich on the 23d of February, Was 
this, ſaid he, © an exertion becoming a great and 
5. powerful nation at ſo critical and important a 


E criſis?” By the delay in ſending the guards they 


| were nearly loſt ina ſtorm. They were ſent out to 
a a. poſt where there was at that time no proſpect of 
victory; and had not the progreſs of the French 
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arms — cheoked 1 bythe Auftritize 


an” Proflians, who had raiſed the fiege of Mares 
ſtricht, they muſt in all likelihood have fallen into 


che hands of Dumourier, as did the garriſons of 


Ktunderc and Breda. Miniſters however codld 
claim no credit for this turn of fortune, for at this 
time they were ignorant of it. The Chancellor 


of the Exchequer endeavoured to repel theſe 


charges of negligence by ſtating, that the neceſſary 
preparations for ſuch enterpriſes had taken up the 
intermediate ſpace of time from December to 
February. The public however have ſtill to learn 


ho the ſpace of eight weeks can be found neceffary 


rb tranſport ſo ſmall an handful of men ready 


armed and formed, nec mr aromas pgs and 


motion this Hanoverian body of troops, thas the 


mere ceremony of ſubſidizing them; which in plain 


Engliſn imports nothipg more than a change of pay. 
maſter.” The King of Great Britain in future pays rde 


troops which the Elector of Hanover before main- 


rained, The Britiſh treaſury ſaving during the ſub - 


ſidy, to that of Hanover, the charges of all ' thoſe 


ſtandipg troops of the electorate which Great Britain 


rakes into pay; there muſt ſomewhere have exiſted 


an unaccountable rage for negociating, that could ſo 
ingeniouſly have ſpun out for two months a treaty 
between the King of Great Britain and the Elector 


of Hanover, by fiſcal AIM! diplomatic ob. 
dey) | jections, 


(#57 


Big fun from. my intent to derogate from the merit 
al our brave ſoldiers who went over to Holland. that 


| or. any ther dilatory W 


1 do not, as is generally done, attribute the favour | 


able turn of fortune to their artival; they have and 


ever will execute with diſtinguiſhed, bravery and. 


reſolution every order given to them; and I glory 

in ſaying, that they have upiformly through the 
Whole cam paign-moſt deſervedly acquired the love 
and admiration, of their allies; and the dread and 


equal admiration of their enemies. On the gth of 


this month the Court publiſhed. at the Hague à de- 
tail of events, that ſtates the fair and real cauſe, f 
this change in the affairs of the armies. After 
e the check which the F rench invaſion into our 
d republic, met with, the ſucceſs of the allies 


« + againſt them ſince the firſt of this month has 


* 


been fo rapid, that it ſurpaſſes even the general 


e expectation. The French armies twice beaten 


by che Imperial troops and once by the Pruſſians, 
have abandoned the bombardment of Venlo, 
« raiſed, the ſiege of Maeſtricht, have evacuated 
* Ruremond and. its intrenchments, Aix-la-Cha- 


cc pelle and Liege. All the F rench troops have : 


e retreated: into Brabant; and in quitting che de- 
« pendencies of Bois- le- due, which they inveſted, 
they laſt a, great part of their artillery cen 
e cheir ſiege artillery, is in che bands oft 26, Con- 
+5-quotors. Aber ene by a great. 
„Ai e to Aer ods ris siοννj= A e 
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der of Killea; odd; and pti 


4 This has happened within 4 week's" time, | 


* and according to all probability muſt change 


e the face of affairs in ſuch a manner as to make 
e thoſe act upon the defenſive, whb not long be- 


* fore imagined they could carry every thing 
ec before them by offenſive means. The road 


en that led to thoſe advantages acquired by the 


« allied powers, was the victory gained by General 


* Clairfait on the iſt of March near Aldenhoven.“ 
Soon after the publication of this paper by the 
authority of the Court, Lord Auckland our Am- 
baſſador at the Hague, who had been to wait upon 


the Duke of York on his landing at Dort, preſented 


a Memorial to their High Mightinefles to congra- 


tulate with them upon this ſucceſsful turn of for- 


tune. It is curious to obſerve with what dexterity 


Lord Auckland retorts upon the French the ob- 


of Brunſwick's thundering and inefficient mani- 


feſtos againſt cheir nation. His Lordſhip excels ih 
profiting of the whimſical turns of fortune. He 


_ fays, * Thar the ſundry manifeſtos by which they 
* (the French) anticipated the conqueſt of the re- 


* public, being cruel and menacing in their princĩ- 


ve ples, would at preſent produce nothing but con- 
s tempt, if their ſhort appearance had not been ax- 


a tended with violence and cruelty, evidences ofthe 
60 ruin and univerſal deſtruction which would have 


* deen * 3 the reſult of tkeir ſucceſs.” . 


In 


— 
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8 the n 2 the month Duthborly! was 
2 to abandon his conqueſts in Holland in 
order to rally his forces in Brabant. It was the laſt 
effort which he had to make to retain the poſſeſ. 
nion of the Netherlands. Three very bloody and 
| obſtinate engagements took place between Du- 
mourier and the Prince of Saxe Cobourg. The 
French were forced to retreat to Bruxelles, and on 
the 24th they evacuated that city and the reſt, of 
the Auſtrian territories. About the ſame time alſo 
they retired from Breda and Gertruydenberg, and 
wholly evacuated the republic of Holland. The 
month of March was an unprecedented ſcene of 
carnage. Above 39,000 men were flain in the 
different engagements that took place in the courſe 
of it. The re-conqueſt of Belgium was entirely 
effected without any affiſtance of the Briciſh troops. 
The Arch-Duke Charles, the brother of the Empe- 
ror, who had been lately created Lieutenant Go- 
vernor and Captain General of the Low Countries, 
entered Bruxelles, and was received amidſt the joy- 
ful acclamations of the people. It is to be obſerv- 
ed that the Commiſſioners ſent by the Convention 
bad, as Dumourier complains in a letter to it,! op- 
“C preſſed the Belgians by every ſpecies of ve xation, 
« violated the ſacred rights of their liberty, impu- 
«dently inſulted their religious opinions, and rob: 
© bed and plundered. their churches for the ſake 
1 of the 0 luere of the ſacred veſſels. They 
ä therefore 


1 


1 


therefore lad more in Tak retreat, on PD | 
had rejaiced at their firſt. entry into Brabant. 
The ſpirit and feelings of the people at this time 
feen announced ſerious grounds for alarm; 
the Difſenters and Independent party became daily 


more firm and reſolute; in their efforts to bring 
about a fair repreſentation of the people in Parlia- 
ment, and reſted upon the emancipation of the 


Roman Catholics as the corner ſtone of this great 


national object. The Roman Catholics bad come 


before Parliament with the ſtrongeſt recommenda- 
tion fr om the Crown, and were confidently and 


firmly awaiting the reſult of their deliberations. 


The doctripes of Thomas Paine, which had been ſo 
generally propagated with impunity through. the 
Joweſt claſſes of the people, were operating their 
deſtructive eſſects. i in the rapaciouſneſs and cruelties 
of their wretched and infatuated proſelytes“. Theſe 
unfortunate wretches, who called themſelves De- 


In tlie ſummer of the year 179 . Ilearnt with ſortow that 
Ar. Paine's Rights of Man were ſo generally diſtributed about 


| Irelaod, that perſons were hired to read them to ſuch as could 
not read themſelves, and that their adoption, had become yery 
general. T then faid,” Cafe lated, p. 19. The lower claſb of 


« the Iriſh I underſiand to be a race robuſt and hardy; and of a 

« very irritable diſpoſition and nature; they are; now ĩindolent 
0 ; in extreme poverty, from being. debarred the common e- 
« « ſources. of induſtry ; and are, averſe to all laws from having 
6 felt the conſtant preſſure of ſuch: only as are galling and ſeere. | 
«Tt is ſcarcely poſſible for theſe infatuated zealots for fedition ö 
and anarchy to kave found more ready materials to oper ate 


4* upon; than perſons of this NO ſo circumtanced. 2 


* . 


p-: 
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art, were by thoſe who dreaded: the Laceely | 
either of the Roman Catholic petition or the 
| reſolution to examine into the abuſes of the popular, 
repreſentation, which were both before Parliament, 
moſt malicioufly miſrepreſented, and were even 
openly ſpoken of in Parliament as the hired inſtru». 
ments for intimidating tbe legiſlature into conceſ- 
ſion. The Dungannon. Aſſociation thought proper. 
to make an unequivocal declaration of their princi- 
ples to repel the ill-founded ſuſpicions, They, 
publiſhed a ſeries of the moſt conſtitutional reſo- 
lutions of their attachment to the King, Lords and 
Commons; and particularly that they highly diſ- 
approved of Republican forms of Government, as 
te applied to this Kingdom, and they rejected with, 
« abhorrency thoſe principles which have a ten- 
* dency to diſſolye all government, and to 
« deſtroy every wiſe and ſalutary diſtinction in 
« ſociety.” They expreſſed the ſatisfaction with 
which they beheld Parliament engaged and 
pledged to look into the ſtate of the popular repre- 
ſentation ; that a complete reform of it was eſſen- 
tial to the peace, liberty and, happineſs of the 
people ; and they ſolemnly pledged to their coun- 
try and to each other, the firmeſt perſeverance in 
all conſtitutional meaſures till that great end ſhould _ 
have been unequivocally obtained. The Roman 
Catholic biſhops. and ſeveral gentlemen: of landed 
property not "OY N declarations againſt 
N theſe 


held 


' theſe Defenders, but esd td, / 
apprehending and proſecuting them. Vet cal 


they not do away the ſuſpicion thrown upon them 


by ſome perſons intereſted in keeping up'the'delu-' 
fion who had, as Mr. Burke ſays, *** @ diſpofition' 


&* fo carry the imputation of crimes from perſons to 
te deſeriptions, and wholly to alter the charatter and 


&* quality of the offences themſelves.” 

A Committee of the Lords had been NES to 
enqu:re into the cauſes of the diſorders and diſturb - 
ances which prevailed in ſeveral parts of the king - 
dom, and the Lord Chancellor was appointed by 


the Lords Committees to make the report on 


the 7th of the month; the firſt part of which 
conſiſted of an apology for bringing it forward 
ſo early; although they had not had time to make 
full enquiries (the Roman Catholic Bill was now 
pending in the Houſe of Lords). They proceeded 


to ſtate, that from what the Committee could diſ- 


cover, theſe Defenders were 4 of the Roman Ca- 


tholic perſuaſion, poor and ignorant and ſworn to 
ſecrecy; not appearing to have any diſtinct objets 
in view, and yet that their meaſures appeared to 


have been concerted and conducted with the utmoſt | 


ſecrecy, and @ degree of regularity and Hiſtem not 


uſual in people in ſuch mean condition, as if di- 
refed by men of ſuperior, rank. That ſums of ; 


money had been and continued to be levied upon. the 
N Letter to Sir Hereules Langriſte, p. 19 
| Roman 


4 ; 
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Aids Catholics at their chapels and elſewhere 
throughout the kingdom; and à circular letter | 
was annexed to the report, which enclofed a plan 
for a general ſubſcription, which had for its object 
the raifing a fund for defraying the heavy and grows 
ing expences incurred by the General Committee in 
conducting the affairs of the Catholics of Ireland. 
They annexed alſo another letter from a Mr, 
Sweetman to a perſon at Dundalk, concerning a 
relation of Mr. Nugent's confined there under an 
indictment; and that it appeared that this perſon 
to whom the letter was written had employed an 
agent and counſel to act for perſons accuſed of 
being Defenders. Vet after all this inſinuation of 
Roman Catholic guilt, levying money, and giving 
aſſiſtance to the accuſed, the Committee thought it - 
their duty to ſtate, That nothing appeared before 
them which could lead them to believe that the 
Body of the Roman Catholics were concerned in 
promoting or countenancing theſe diſturbances. 
They further ſtated ſeveral facts of meetings both 
armed and unarmed at Belfaſt and Newry ; that 
| ſeditious pamphlets were conſtantly publiſhed, 
extolling the example of France; that prayers 
were made from pulpits for the ſucceſs of the 
French arms; that armed bodies had uniforms in 
1mitation of the French, with harps on the buttons 
under a cap of liberty inftead of a crown; that 
more W e had been ſent to theſe places than 
AN ö could 
| 1 | 
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could be wanted for ordinary purpoſes; all which 
circumſtances were intended to overawe the legiſ- 
lature and procure a parliamentary reform. The 


Committee forbore mentioning the names of ſeve- 


ral perſons, Ie it ſbould in any mamer affect a crimi- 


nal proſecution. The Parliament proceeded in the 
Roman Catholic Bill, though nothing more was 
hitherto done upon the reſolution to examine into 


the ſtate of the popular repreſentation in parliament. 
This ſyſtem of alarming by inſinuation and miſre- 
preſentation, and calumniating a whole people by 
criminatipg no individual, ſeems not to have been 


confined to one fide of the channel. 


p- 
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CONTENTS. 


ocetdings on the Traitorous Correſpondence Bill— 
Power in the Crown to probibit Britiſh ſubjects from 


. returning into their country — Mr. Sheridan's motion 


to addreſs his Majeſty to diſavow Lord Auckland's 


Memorial to the States General Five Millions 15 


Exchequer Bills iſſued to ſupport Commercial Credit | 
| —General Fg. Vote of Credit for 1,500,000. 
Dumourier ſends the Commiſſioners priſoners to 


 Clairfait—His Addreſs to bis Army—Cobourg's 


Proclamation in favour of the Conſtitution of 1 789 
Dunourier narrowly eſcapes and goes over to the 
Auſtrians —Congreſs of Antwery - —C obourg's fu | 
Proclamation revoked by a fecond—T, be war re- 
ſjumed.—Ibe Roman Catholic Bill paſſes in Treland 


Te fate of that Body, and their method of procuring 
R 3 1 reli ef — 


1 us 

relief —Mr. Keogh's Speech to the Catholic Conven- 
tion The Bill with its exception. Ibe Chancellor 
| againſt it —Owns that be yields to adi in con- 


Lenting. Fulle rejoicings for'its s paſſing. 


Tas domeſtic occurrences of this month were 
chiefly conſequences of thoſe meaſures which had 
been adopted in the preceding. Strong oppo- 
ſition was made in the Commons to the Traitor- 
ous Correſpondence Bill, and to moſt of the new 
clauſes and amendments which were introduced 
into it; for ſince its firſt introduction by the 
Attorney General, it had nearly changed both its 
form and ſubſtance before it even paſſed that 
Houſe. On the third reading Mr, Fox was very | 
| emphatic i in his condemnation of it : he ſaid, «* It 
ie was a Bill which without one exception was the 
rt moſt unjuſt in its principles, inadequate in its 
te proviſic ion, and tyrannical in its effects, that ever 
7. paſſed that Houſe—one for which there was 
. nothing like a precedent either i in policy, Juſ- 
« tice or humanity,” In the courſe of the debates 
upon this Bill, a queſtion. was put to the Solicitor 
General by Mr. Grey, Whether the Crown" was 
empowered by law to iſſue: any proclamation forbidding 
the entry into this country, of a Britiſh ſubjess not 
convitted a crime? To which the Solicitor Ge- 
neral anſwered affirmatively—for regulating the 
general policy of the count, At this, anſwer 
Wir. 


6 33 8 
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4 Mr. For t ook fire, and in a ſtrain. of uncommon 
animation proved its falſity and danger. I am 
« ſure,” ſaid he, 4“ the King has no ſuch power 
and never ought. to have, and neyer will have, 
de, anleſs this Houſe ſhall ſcandalouſly neglect its 
duty.“ Upon Mr. Pitt's juſtifying, the anſwer 
of ahe Solicitor General, which he alſo did with 
great warmth, Mr. Fox in reply ſaid, I am 
« juſtly alarmed when I hear ſuch ſentiments from 
e ſuch a quarter; for it is not his own opinion 
* merely that the Honourable Gentleman is 
« ſpeaking; I ſay, I am juſtly alarmed for the 
< liberties of my country, when ſuch exploded 
« doctrines upon the King's prerogative are at- 
et tempted to be revived z doctrines, to explode 
 $*-which the beſt treaſure of this country was ex- 
t pended and the pureſt blood ſhed,” “. 
Well may theſe doctrines appear ſtrange and 
8 to thoſe who have not ſubſcribed to Mr. 
Burke's leſſons upon the powers of the Britiſh 
Crown: they cannot ſhock thoſe Who with him 
ſee à more real, ſolid and extenſive power in the King 
| of Great Britain than the King of France was poſſeſſed 
of before this mi iſerable Revolution. It is well known 


7 ; that a King of France could by bis edict ſend any | 


of his ſubjects into baniſhment; he might there- 
fore keep them in baniſhment, by preventing 
their return into his kingdom. But it is equally 


. nn. that the King of England cannot 
6 e force 


e * 


: . * 1% | 
relief—Mr. Keogh's Speech to TP Catholic Conven- 
tien be Bill with its exception. be Chancellor 
againſt it —Orwns that be yields to neceſſity in con- 


4.1014 rg rejoicing for'i its paſſing. 


es denelle occurrences of is month were 
chiefly conſequences of thoſe meaſures which had 
been adopted in the preceding. Strong oppo- 
- fition was made in the Commons to the Traitor- 
ous Correſpondence Bill, and to moſt of the new 
_ claufes and amendments which were introduced 
into it: for ſince its firſt introduction by the 
Attorney General, it had nearly changed both its 
form and ſubſtance before it even paſſed that 
Houſe. On the third reading Mr. Fox was very 
emphatic i in his condemnation of it: he "aid; de Te 
&« was a Bill which without 'one exception was the 
t moſt unjuſt. in its principles, inadequate in its 
tc proviſion, and tyrannical in its effects, that ever 
| a paſſed that Houſe—one for which there was 
"208 nothing like a precedent either, in policy, juſ- 
ic tice or humanity. 1 the courſe of the debates 
upon this Bill, a queſtion. was put to the. Solicitor 
General by Mr. Grey, Whether the Crown was 
| empowered by law to iſſue: any ; proclamation forbidding 
the entry into this country, of a Britiſh ſubjels not 
convicted of a crime? To which the Solicitor Ge- 
neral anſwered affitmatively—for regulating the 
general er of the coungry. At this. anſwer. 
Mr. 


3 * 


e 
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Mi, For took fire, and in a ſtrain. of uncommon 
animation proved its falſity and danger. I am 
* fure,” ſaid he, „ the King has no ſuch power 
and never ought to have, and never will have, 
ars this Houſe ſhall ſcandalouſly neglect its 
duty.) Upon Mr. Pitt's Jultifying the anſwer 
of abe Solicitor. General, which he alſo did with 
great warmth, Mr. Fox in reply ſaid, «I am 
_ « juſtly alarmed when 1 hear ſuch ſentiments from 
« fuch a quarter; for it is not his own opinion 
* merely that the Honourable Gentleman is 
« 2 I fay, I am juſtly alarmed for the 
< liberties of my country, when ſuch exploded 
t doctrines upon the King's prerogative are at- 
E tempted to be revived; doctrines, to explode 
5 which the. beſt treaſure of this country was ex- 
e pended and the pureſt blood ſhed.” . 
Well may theſe doctrines appear ſtrange and 
a alarming to thoſe who have not ſubſcribed to Mr. 
| Burke's. leſſons upon the powers of the Britiſh 
Crown: they cannot ſhock thoſe who with him 
ſee à more real, ſolid and extenſive power in the King 
of Great Britain than the King of France was poſſeſſed 
of before this miſerable Revolution, It is well known 
that a King of France could by bis edict ſend any 
of his ſubjects. into baniſnment; he might there- 
fore keep them in baniſhment, by preventing 
their return into his kingdom. But it is equally 
ww 1 n., that the King of England. cannot 
R 4 force | 
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not even compel them to accept of a foreign" 
baſſy, leſt the power of ſending them upon doch 
dignified miſſions might be perverted to the pur- 
poſe of keeping them in honourable exile. It is 
indeed known to Engliſh Lawyers, that the Crown 
may grant a writ of ne exeat regno to keep a Cubs 
ject within the juriſdiction of the courts of law 


but they know not the form of a writ of ne ingre- 
diatur regnum. There may be caſes in Which a 
Britiſh ſubject ought not to be permitted to evade 
the rigour of the law, none in which he ſhould be 
_ precluded from coming within its juſtice.” Several 
Briciſh ſubje&s- were actually detained on board 
veſſels at this time off Dover by the actual ex- 
erciſe of this hitherto unknown power in the 
Crown, till they ſhould receive paſſports or licenſts 
to land on their native ſhore. How cruel, how 
unjuſt, how unconſtitutional would it not be to 
detain a Britiſh ſenator or officer (for there is no 
exception) who had been upon foreign - ſervice, 
from landing in his. own country where his pre- 
ſence was immediately eee eicher for __— | 
or his own private buſineſs ! y | 
An object ion was taken by Mr. Adam to that 
Sus of the Bill, which provided that any offence 
committed againſt the act might be laid and tried 
in any county, and that the party accuſed or im: 


* be indicted, Fr tried, com» : 
23 victed 


fo — Hae of * — 


He itraimilitied: —— | 


the analogies of the Engliſh law, and all principles 


of juſtice; In all crimes of bigh trealon for ſupports = 


ing or abetting the King's enemies, which was the 


—aſe: of the Bill, the accuſed was allowed a copy ef 
His in ent ten days before trial; a liſt of the 


, and a lift of the witneſſes to appear againſt 
bias, and who could not be leſs than two in num» 
ber; he was alſo allowed counſel in his behalf: 
but in the caſe of counterfeiting the King's coin, 
the whole was conſidered as ſimple felony, of 
which the evidence of one witneſs was ſufficient to 
convict: no counſel to addreſs the jury, no liſt of 
jurors nor of witnefſes. There was much hard- 
hip in multiplying treaſons, infinitely more in 
thus facilitating the means of conviction. He 
therefore moved an amendment, the ſubſtance of 
which was, that perſons accuſed under this ac 
ſhould be tried according to the 5th of William 


III. and the 7th of Ann, which provide for trials 
of high treaſon in caſe of giving aid and comfort 


to the King's enemies. The motion was negatived 


by one hundred and ten againſt ne two ren 


e for the amendment. wt 


In the courſe of the debates he Miniſters as | 


a Officers of the Crown were forcibly urged to 


declare whether the Bill were declaratory of the 


s 
9 
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being Af aa anew. 1 
the facts upon which you found its — r 
ths ſpirit and practice of our anceſtors, 
N they have on any occaſion found a ne- 
15 r 2 opening the marked and known line of 
tteaſon, as ſettled by the ſtatute of Edward III. 
in the year 1350, to ſtate che ſpecific ground of 
neceſſity, and not to extend the operation of the 
new law of treaſon beyond the continuance or = | 
paring of that neceſlity. 
Mr. Sheridan had ſome time wy Rug giren 107 | 
| is, the Houle, that he meant to make a mo- 


tion of cenſure upon Lord Auckland, for the me- 


morial Which he had preſented to their High 
Mightinefles on the 5th of the current month; 
and on the 24th he moved an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty to expreſs the diſpleaſure of that Houſe at 
the memorial: that it departed from the prin- 
ciples upon which the Houſe had concurred in 

the meaſures neceſſary for the ſupport of the war: 
praying his Majeſty publicly to diſavow ſo much 
vf the ſaid memorial as contained a declaration of 
an intention to interfere with the internal govern. 


ment Fob: France; and which expreſſed menaces 
againſt 


1s 
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7 agninft che. perpetragors of ſabts,. of ie 
n „ ve einne 
ably 19 cn ore war for de uberFon of che 
. ene eee, 
the very Government we have inſulted and ſtig. 
matiaed in our public acts: and. that theſe me- 
naces tended to give to the preſent war a peculiar 
barbariſm and ferocity, by provoking and reviving 
to repreſent to his Majeſty how. deeply the repus 
tation of his Majeſty's Councils was intereſted in 
diſclaiming theſe unjuſtifiable, and they truſted, 
unauthorized: denunciations of vengeance; ſo de. 
ſtructive of all reſpect for the conſiſtency and of 
all confidence in the ſincerity in the public acta f 
dis Midiſters, and ſo manifeſtly tending at once to 
render the principle of the war unjuſt, the conduct 
pf hoſtilities barbarous, 1 mee 
nourable peace hopeleſs. : Aten Þ.; 
The memorial alluded to is eee 
port: It is known that towards the end of the 
« month of September lat year, his Britannic Ma 


cc jeſty and your High Migbtineſſes gave in con 
ac cert a ſolemn aſſurance, that in caſe the immi- 
e nent danger, which then threatened the res of 
their moſt Chriſtian Majeſties-and their family, 
1 ſhould be realized, His — I . High 
. wy 


eight render themſelves wr n ele 8 
CF crime , from finding any aſylum in your reſpec- 
. oe dns This event, which was foreſeen 
er with horror; has taken place, and the divine 
Fe: vengeance ſeems not to have been tardy. Some 
* thoſe deigſabie regicides are already. in- uch a 

4 fituation that they may be ſihhetbed to the ſword of 
4 tbe: law. The reſt are ſtill in the midſt of a 
* people, whom they have plunged into an abyſs 
_*« of evils, and for whom famine, anarchy and 
«civil war are preparing new calamities. In ſhort, 
e every thing we ſee happen induces us to con- 
«* fider as at hand, the end of theſe wretches, whoſe 
* madneſs and atrocities have filled with terror 
and indignation all thoſe who reſpe& the prin- 
<« ciples of religion, morality and humanity. The 
* underſigned therefore ſubmit to the enlightened 
40 judgment and wiſdom of Your High Mighti- 
« neſſes, whether it would not be proper to em- 
« ploy all the means in your power to prohibit 
« from entering your States in Europe or your 
4c Colonies, all thoſe members of the /elf-tit/ed 
48 National Convention, or of the pretended Executive 
_ «:Ceuncil, who have directly or indirectly partici- 
e pated in the ſaid crime: and if chey ſhould 
* be diſcovered and arreſted, to deliver them up 
«to: juſtice, that they may ſerve ASA, en and 


2 pte to mankind,” | SIT. 
S | Mc . 


4 "Me. benin i e 1 Abe nd 
poirited ſpeech ag the arrogance, impolicy and 
miſchief of this memorial. - Mr. Pitt defended and 
juſtified it in general: though he explicitly diſs- 

avowed the principles attempted to be introduced 
into. the war by Lord Auckland, which muſt 
have rendered peace impoſſible. The queſtion 
being called for, Mr. Sheridan's motion was un 
* by a very large majority. e 
T be commercial credit of this country navy | 

the diſtreſſes of the war been reduced to 'fuch 
an alarming degree of embarraſſment, that it be- 
came neceſſary for Government to ſupport it by ; 
ſome ſpeedy and efficacious means. A committee 3 
had been appointed to examine into the ſtate of 

the commercial credit of the country, and they 

had reported that it would be neceſſary for the ſup- 
port of it to iſſue Exchequer Bills for 3,000, oool. | 
at 24d. per cent. per diem, which were afterwards 
made iſſuable to commiſſioners. to be by them 
made out under certain regulations and reſtric- 
tions, for the aſſiſtance and accommodation of ſuch 
perſons as might apply for it, and who ſhould give 
to ſuch commiſſioners proper ſecurity for the ſums 
that might be advanced for a limited time. Theſe 
were the early effects of the war. Though the ſa- 
gacious and never diffident Secretary of State for 
the Home Department roundly aſſerted in the 
Houſe i in the debate ws the Tepoer * the come 
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mittee, that. the evil. complained. of a proved 
to exiſt, was ſo far from baving been brought on 
by the war, that the, preſent embarraſſments — | 
h fron the. proſperous late of the country at large. The 
very circumſtance of the preſent Aagnation was a. 
| — > kh and energy of this country, In 
the courſe of the month his Majeſty ſent a meſs 1 
ſage to both Houſes of Parliament expreſſive of 
his intentions to proſecute the war with vigour 
and. energy: he proclaimed a general faſt, to draw 
down the bleſlings.of Heaven upon the buccels of 
our arms in ſo juſt a war: and a vote of credit 
paſſed for 1, 500, O0 /-—Rl[~ 
The defection of Domouriar: to Fer 
was at firſt ſuppoſed to have turned the whole 
ſcale of affairs on the continent. On the ad of the 
month he ſent eight commiſſioners from the Na- 
tional Convention under a ſtrong eſcort to Gene- 
ral Clairfair, They were, ſaid Dumourier, ſpecially 
commiſſioned by the National Convention to ar- 
reſt and conduct him a priſoner t to their bar, and on 
any reſiſtance to have him aſſaſſinated on the road. 


But, faid be, + I have been before hand wich tbem 


in ſecuring theſe commiſſioners and iheir depu- 


1 ties as my priſoners.” ' Dumourier adds in his 
leuter, 5 that be was that inſtant about to move 
— with the truſty, part of his army in order to de- 
60 « ſtroy all thoſe who may further oppoſe them- 
66 ſelves to the public good of France, and to give 


6 10 chat diſtracted  Kipgdam pA peace 
| 6 and 
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commiſſion. It was ſuppoſed that Dumourier 
would after” this have immediately moved with 
| his army to the interior parts of France. He ad- 
| drefled' his army i in a ſhort nervous ſpeech. e It is 

time; ſaid he, for our army to diſcharge its vow, to 
purge France of its aſſaſſins and diſturbers, and to 
reſtore to our unhappy country the repoſe whiels | 
| ſhe has loſt by the crimes of her repre es- 
We muſt preſerve the Conſtitution we have ſworw 
to maintain: we cannot be free but with good 
laws: if otherwiſe, we ſhall be-ſlaves of crimes.“ 
He afterwards made and Publiſhed a long ad- 
dreſs to the French nation, in which he paints the 
anarchy, cruelty-and wickedneſs of the rulers of 
France in the ftrongeſt colours. But, ſays he, 
* we have a rallying point which can ſtifle the 
ce monſter. of anarchy: it is the Conſtitution we 
© ſwore to maintain in 1789, 1790 and 1791: it 
* is. the work of a free people; and we ſhall re- 
et main free and ſhall recover our glory by re- 
« ſuming our Conſtitution. He tells them alſo,» 
that their generous? enemies had engaged ta ſuſ- 
pend their march, and not to paſs the frontiers. 
till his brave army ſhould have terminated the 
internal diſſenſions of the kingdom. The cheers; 
fulneſs, bravery and / reſolution with which Du- 


movrier nd found es 1 ereus 83 for» | 


6. 0 

5 that 4 the 8 ride they would, ot abandon. 
him. In this confidence the Prince of Saxe Co- 

bourg backed the addreſs of Dumourier by a. 
proclamation in his own name to the French na- 
tion, He firſt panegyrizes the French General 
as a great and virtuous man, who truly loves bis 
country: he then declares that Their Imperial and 


. Prifan Majeſties are filled with eſteem for the 


French nation, ſo great, ſo generous, &c.: and 

that he will ſupport by all the force that was en- 
truſted to him, the generous and beneficent in- 
tentions of General Dumourier and his brave ar- 
my to give to France her Conſtitutional King, 
the Conſtitution which ſbe bad formed for berſelf,. 


mud of courſe the means of rectifying if ſhe ſhould. 


find it imperfect ; he pledged his honour, that he 
would not come upon the French territory to. 
make: conqueſts, but ſolely and | purely for the: 


ends above ſpecified. | 


- The peculiar misfortune of this e oth 
that not one of the combined powers has ever 
' candidly avowed the principles upon which they 
_ undertook it, or ated on any emergency with the 
conſiſtency and uniformity of a regular and ho- 
nourable ſyſtem. This proclamation of the com- 
' mander in chief in April was little compatible 
with thoſe of the commander: in chief of the pre - 
ceding month of July. Now the whole force 


of the. combined Armies. was to co- operate in Ig+: 
ol. | | nn 


3 1 3 
ſtabliſn i 8 cha * jery, Conſlitution ach. . 
were, then . pledged to. aboliſh; and deſtroy. On, 
e orber hand We beheld in the French an uni- 
_ formity of Principle. and an invariable ſouree of . 
enthykaſm, always, tending : ich, ſuperior and un- 
 precedented, energy, to the ſame.« open and avoned; / 
poiat. Of the many thouſand men of which the 
army of Dumourier | conſiſted, he found not one 
thouſa nd. upon experiment to ſecond hig devign. 
He. was therefore obliged. ro, conſult his own. 
perſonal ſafety, and with ſome hundred Jagen 
went over to the Auſtrian army. This was a ſe- 
rious leſſon to the confederated powers of the 
ſpirit, which pervaded. the, French, Republic. It 

Id a e ech, chat an external ene- 

erved bur to rally thei c divided intereſts, 
ak pe kg to give euorgy. to. den united ay 
forts... The firſt. i imp el ions 
committed the Prince of Sane Cobou g in under- 
taking to re, eſtabliſh the Cot ſitution of. 1789 "2 
and betrayed Lord Auckland into that incautious 
and arrogant memorial, which was ſo warmly de. 
bated hos Commons. It Was hatural for his 
Lordſhip, to foreſes 2 moſt'proſperous b 
Dumourier's- coming over: he had not long 
before neg eiated With bim in ſecret; it is. not 
then ſurpriſing. hat che 4 | 
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appears to wil that whillt Dumoyrier' ; army 
thought that the Convention had ſent to arreſt 
him on account of his retreat, which they knew 
he had made _ in a moſt maſterly manner, they 
reſented it as an inſult to themſelves, and made 


"of ita common cauſe with their General : but when 


they diſcovered, that by ſending Bournonville 
and the other commiſſioners to the Auſtrians, he 


was in concert with the enemy of their country, 


they turned upon him and endeavoured to ſeize 
him. He was covered in his flight by his dra. 
goons, fourteen of whom were : hot by their fel- 
low ſoldiers. 1 "Or 
When Dumourier bad arrived at Mons, he 
requeſted to attend the congreſs that was then 
aſſembling at Antwerp: but the intereſt even of 
Lord Auckland could not procure him tbat ho- 
nour. At this congreſs were preſent the Prince 


of Orange and bis two ſons and his excellency 


Vander Spi egel; the Duke -of York and Lord 
Auckland; the Prince of Saxe Cobourg and 
Counts, Metternich, Starenberg and Mercy Dar- 
genteau, with the Pruſſian, Spaniſh and Neapoli- 
tan Envojs. | The particulars of this congreſs 


: were brought c over by Sir James Murray, but have 
never yet been made known to the public. From 
che meaſures adopted after the meeting, it appears 7 
3 they reſolved to commence 4 Plan of ative opera- 
; 'Fations is again France, agd not to entangle them- 


$$. 
\ 


ſelves 


Gap ) 


ſelves with .the, engagements fo yery recently an | 


tered. into by the Prince of Saxe Cobourg: for. 


within four days from the publication of his firſt 


| proclamation. be revoked and annulled it entirely 


by a fecond, by which he declared a ceffation of 


the armiſtice, and that he had given orders for re- 


commencing the war with all the energy and vi- 
gour of which, victorious armies are capable, The 


total repeal of che firſt proclamation of the Prince 
of Saxe Cobourg can leave no doubt, but that 
the re-eſtabliſhment of the Conſtitution of 1789 
was no longer the object of the confederates: 
it concerns Great Britain not lightly to know 


the new object, for which the war from this time 
was carried on. Was it the reſtoration of the an- 


cient unlimitted monarchy, or the diſmemberment 
of the Kingdom by the combined ſoyereigns? 
Our Miniſters have denied it to be a war of ex- 
termination or of vengeance. 


During this and the preceding ba the 8. 


man Catholic Bill paſſed through the two E 


of the Iriſh Parliament. It was brought i in, by 
Mr. Secretary Hobart, which beſpoke it to hagge 


been firſt framed and modelled according, to.the 


wiſhes and intentions of Government, who. cex- 


tainly could afterwards be no mort 


for the ferters with which it was, clogged io bs 
progreſs through the Houſes, than ;for any other 
meaſure, which is carried eee ae 
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| of : a free and independent Parliament. Aſter the 
honourable and paternal recomttiendation® from 
the Throne of the caſe of his Majeſty's Roman 
Catholic ſubjects, a very different expreſſion Was 
to be traced in the features of the public, than 
what was obſervable during the preceding ſeſſions. 
It is to be remarked for the fait underſtanding of 
this notable act of legiſlative jultice, even at a 
time, which Mr. Burke did not fee ſo peculiarly u- 
vourable to the extenſ on ' of civil freedom, that the 
Roman Catholic body (which they themſelves a- 
ſert to conſiſt of 3,500,000 perſons) had in'their 
firſt exertions entruſted the mode and manage- 
ment of their application for relief to Lord Ken- 
mare and about threeſcore gentlemen of landed 
property, who were or at leaſt were ſuppoſed to 
de under his direction and influence. The flow 
progreſs which was made towards the attainment p 
of their emancipation | under this commiſſion; was 
Attributed” by the body at large to the want of 
Judgment; firmneſs and energy in thoſe, who hac 
VUndertaken it. The act in favour of the Roman 
*Eatholics, which was boaſted to have been lately? 

fx ute” by the influence of theſe Gentlemen, ex- ; 
"7 "tended" only to the right of entholics tak taking ap- | 
tices and bf keeping ſchools, the power of 
eee intermatrying with catholics, and of 
_ 2*Githolics being called to the bar; a removal cer- 
1 to which ſome of the 
5 e body 


F 


their necks the millſtone of ſlavery, the want of 
the elahiue franchiſe and fair trial by jury: without 
_ theſg all buoyancy in the element of freedom was 


this act, which affected ſo few of them, in the in- 


ſult of being called upon for a vote of, thanks to 


the indulgent legiſlature | for the liberal boon: 
which was notwithſtanding, both in, and out of 


Parliament, hinted and ſometimes expreſsly aſſert- 


ed to haye been a bill granted to ſixty- eight ad- 
dreſing Gentlemen, not to three millions of an 


ppreſſed people. Hence originated the meaſures 


collecting the full ſenſe of the Catholic body 


by, delegates from each county, and of applying 
= no more to the Caſtle, but i IF 
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ſouree of mercy and juſtice, to the common Fa- 
iber of his People. They confided with reaſon, 
that his Majeſty's; ear would be ever open to hear 
cho complaints, and his heart diſpoſed to relieve 


the ſufferings of his affectionate and loyal ſubjects. 
' cannot ſo juſtly expreſs the ſpirit and views with 
hich the Roman Catholics proceeded in their. 


efforts-to attain this revival of. their liberty, -as in 


the words of the Gentleman who.) was the moſt 


: active in devifing and proſecuting the means of 
their attaining it: in theſe we ſhall not only read 


N and circumſtances, . 
13 . | 83 e the ; 


a were n expoſed. But it leſt Abe 


ble. The body at large felt an aggrava- 
tian of. their, diſappointment after the paſſing of 


Ay to the 
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Avnet Alen the; heey 
itlelf. Mr. Keogh a man of that ſtrong and fim 
mind, which could cheriſh and improve the true 
ſpirit and ideas of civil freedom in the deprivation 
of all its enjoyments, was de puted to England to 
negociate an opening to their future meaſures : 
and when upon his return to Ireland he met his 


| brethren at their Convention in Dublin, amongſt = 


other things moſt ee of attention ne 805. | 
ſideration be ſai}: £2 
de It would ee to relate the” vid 


_* « ſtruggles of the Catholics of Ireland to preſent to 


« Parliament their petition: that numerous and 
4 diſtreſſed body could not find acceſs, and this ioo 
« as a new triumph to thoſe in whom we uſed to 
* conſide. What ſhall we think of that man who 
ec might be adored by three millions and a half of 
e people, who might be of the utmoſt importance 
« jn the ſtate, and even to our gracious monarch, 
«© by the confidence of the people; yet was con- 
« rented to deſcend from that ſtation, in order to 
« ſtrut at a levee, the contempt of every ſpirited 
man, to live deſpiſed and die neglected, and to 
e have his name only known to poſterity as the 
i enemy and traitor to the Catholics of Ireland ? 
„The ftate of the Catholics was indeed melan- 
„ choly<—no ray of hope from any quarter. The 
joyal and reſpe able and ſpirited Catholics of 
1 ge. thoſe men rn though borne down by 
46 the 


0 Ms ) | = 
8 the. penal code, when hoſtile fleets were on the 
« coaſt; came foward to expoſe their lives in de- 
4 fence of their country, diſdaining then to ſpeak 
ve of relief :—theſe men offered an humble ad- 
« dreſs to the preſent Lord Lieutenant, in which 
10 they expreſſed a hope that their paſt conduct 
« might, procure them ſome relaxation of that 
«dreadful code of the laws. —His Majeſty” $ te- 
* preſentative i in this kingdom declined to receive 
« this humble expreſſion of loyalty, becauſe it 
« was accompanied with- a hope of relief, —A ſe- 
e cond application was made a deputation wait-⸗ 
«ed on the Secretary with the Penal Laws, and 
« humbly entreated ſome relaxation from any part 
b of that dreadful code: this application never was 
* honoured with any anſwer whatſoever, Speaking | 
© of the Penal Code, I. muſt digreſs to ſay, it wWas a 
i ſketch that was preſented to the Secretary, and we 
« now find a very imperfe& one.—Por a late pub- 
e lication, © The Digeſt of the Popery Laws,” 4 
«the United Iriſhmen, and their refpectable 
ce Chairman the Honourabl: Simon Butler, de- 
« mand our warmeſt gratitude. I own, feeling 
1 did, reſtraint and diſability on every fide, 
* our rich degraded, and our poor. oppreſſed, yet 
© my idea of that dreadful lyſtem was ' imperfect 
until 1 ſaw that publication. But to return to 
te the ſubject: Every application failing here, the 
_ _ © Catholics Wo without hope ; the G eneral 
1 * 6 70 Committee | 


x 264 ) 
's cd hong it a duty a owed thetr 
4 Sovereign to endeavour, through his confiden- 
4 tial ſervants, to make known their fituation, 
61 to try that laſt effort before they ſhould reſign 
"ee their. truſt, and tell the Catholics of Ireland that 
« the reſult of all their loyalty and exertions to 
40 obtain a reſtoration to the common advantages | 
„of the ſocial condition, was deſpair, total and 


& unqualified deſ pair, —Accordingly one of their 
body was deputed to go to Londen in Septem- 


te ber laſt; there an application commenced, and 


« continued till Chriſtmas, in which the perſon 


« deputed received the exertions and able aſſiſt- 


t ance of a reſpectable Gentleman well known to 


ce them (Mr. R. Burke). From the appearance 


115 «of this negociation there was every reaſpn to 


KC expect, that although a great and vaſt catalogue 


. - an reſtrictions would be retained, yet ſufficient | 


„ would be removed to afford protection to, all 
* the claſſes of our people, to our houſeleſs 
« . peaſantry, . to give a pledge of fature benefits, 
«6 and to render it -unanimouſly and ſincerely 
46 grateful. The objects were, the Bar without 


"208 reſtriction; 45 High Sheriffs and Magiſtracy in 


* counties, and Grand Juries, and a ſhare in the 
«eleftive, Franchiſe, Our applications were fa- 
«6 vourably attended to, and we bad flattered our - 
« ſelves all decided in our favour, 


5 15 In chis * of the . when the nego- 


& ciation 


+ 


1 iatio was carried e months -wfie "4 
4 was juſt cloſed a certain noble Lor „ w Had 
<< uſed every effort for four years to keep us 
e back. dreading leſt the people ſhould be “- 
« hieyed notwithſtanding his conduct, then came 
ee forward to promote that famous addreſs—and' ts 
© induce the fox1y-eight to ſubſeribe, many of whom - 
* were totally ignorant of the dee RE; going 
te on at the foot of the Throne. wg Do 
Thus ſtands our obligation to theſe: Gene: 
emen and to the Bill, with which the prompti- 
** tude and r ee r ann, ee prom 
FF) been rewad ed. 
It muſt be ſaid, indeed, W behalf, that 
| « they were promiſed a. Bill to contain much 
c greater benefits. How were they treated ?—An 
«© outery was ſet on foot, by men under influence of 
the Caſtle, againſt our relief. Theſe. fxty-erght 
6 pupss were told, Gentlemen, you ſee there is a 
great outcfy, we cannot do what we prumiſed 
« © we-can only now open the Law, and that with 
* © many and degraded reſtrictions.— I believe the 
« © other objects i rin any will not hon | 
* © much inſiſted on. | 15 go.” 
be... Having ſtated Cas paſt Ganda stentd In now 
* come to what is more pleaſing that is, to ſtate 
my opinion, that the time is not remote when 
e ſhall meet to join with heart ane _ 
n the Knceret gait uo "Puinens and | 
WW S 
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© to-Government, - However valarognble ſopie 
 * things appear, I am perſuaded i js not intended ü 
to doom cu 40 ſlavery, and that 3 wife Go · 
vernment will adopt the patriotic meaſure of 

\ n nn . "ou | 
- | 
1741 e eden, and 9 
ive, you will then prove your juſt and unſeign- 
4 ed gratitude to your deliverers, to Government, 
edo the Legiſlature, to the illuſtrious men who 
« eſpouſed your cauſe in parliament—to the vir- 
* tuqus, patriatic and enlightened citizens of 
« Belfaſt—the firſt (let it never be forgotten) 
cc ho came forward i in a body, to/apply ip par 
*liamerit for our relief. 41 85 
dc White we pretend to \ honour, S or 
6 46 views: or have any claim to freedom, let this 
| 2 live in our memory, and be imprinted. on the 
«memories of our children. 
.- © Bo Dany we owe much: their Fs 
Gakwigh mers limited, yet were honourable teſ- 
«© timonies of their good will, and expreſſions of 
«© their ſentiments in the previous debate breach 
* ed liberal and manly principles. 

My reaſon for 4 the time of deliver- 
vs approaches is, that it is impoſſible on 
any other principle to account for the conduct 
& obſerved towards, us. The proceedings of thoſe 

%-who-made the Penal Code were conſiſtent and 
5 25 « ſyſtematic: 


HI 


(ap "EE 
Splice they might ye ujolt and cruel; but 


12 Uke wen who had a plan. When 
«they deprived us of liberty, they alſo dooched 
| « us to ſgnorance, and ptevented our receiving 
education at home, or dating to [receive it 
toad. Mi % 
_ © 4'Indeed they went a little farther, or rather | 
4 laid the foundation for our disftunchiſement 
i the ſurrender of their own liberties, The plan 
© was. but the more ſyſtematic. But, as as things 
« ſtand at preſent, unleſs our een is 
5 * intended, all is incongruous, . 
Why, in God's name, year after year, were 
t the eloquence and abilities of Ireland exerted 
in giving lectures in College - Green (reduced 
into practice by the eſtabliſhment of an inde- 
„ pendent legiſlature) — to prove the bleſſiogs of 
e liberty and the curſe of ſlavery? _ - 
* And, leſt we ſhould miſtake, both are "I 
«ed: we are told that ſlavery conſiſts in being 
governed by laws to which we do not conſent 
$9 "my ourſelves or repreſentatives.  _ 
We look to ourſelves and our expiring pea- | 
Fe Pere, and ſee the truth verified, IF 
They tell us taxation and repreſentation 
es ſhould be inſeparable; we feet the effects of the 
* contrary. We are told, chat every man is born 
1e free, and that wealth nay life itſelf is not worth 
* poſſeſſing without liberty. We ſee indeed the 
V « gentleman 
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 gengleman who: uſed; t theſe, ROPE lens of 
4 « the f firſt in talents and connection: of this coun- 
| try). vote for rejecting our perition for the right 
705 franchiſe... But the truth! is, if his conduct 
e be inconſiſtent, his doctrine is unqueſtionable, 
« © and, though iaſtilled with eſs ability, would 
« Work conviction, Every Catholię in Ireland, 


a 4 whoſe library, only extends 9 2 magazine or | 
aan, Ws old newſpaper—reads their beautiful oray 


cc * ioo are to a man convinced. „ 
1 look to. "America—to France—to the 
« Nethetlands—to | all Europe—and aſk each 7 
— other why it is that we, who ate as faithful ſub. 
wc * jedt $ a8 any King in Europe can boaſt—why 
85 oe are yet] thus reduced to Navery?. for Javery at 
1 1— as defined to us by high authority and 

21 that without crime — Why have our equals, our 
te inferiors, our tenants and even our ſervants pri- 
5 « vileges which are denied us? | 
ks 4e 18 it that we diſagree about the eletnints 
KC in the ſacrament! ? With equal juſtice might 
« the Copernican ſyſtem be ſet up and ſworn to 
« as a teſt for civil and political, liberty,—From 
« thoſe conſiderations I am convinced, chat it is 
ws not their i intention, nor can it be, to doom, you 
'er to a perpetual, deprivation of the elective fran- 
40 chiſe: were it fo, "another and a very different 
oy mode would govern the conduct of our rulers.— 
2 They continue indeed to . of ſomething 
Pe nos. ' which 


** oy 


#2. * 
ate” ” 
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. Conſtitution for ever, and which they call the” 


i pruteſlant aſceridancy—which they affert was 


 * founded on the principles of the Revolution of 


1685, though the word v was $ never heard of n 
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The paternal fecomn endation if the Cattiblicy 


caſe from the Throne operated inſtantaneouſly in 


theit favour!” The general good and happineſs 


of the Kingdom conquered. in the breaſts of moſt 


the bias of early prejudices. Intolerance and op- 


pfteſſion aſter a faint ſtruggle ceded the palm to 


liberality, reaſon and juſtice; The inveteracy how- 
ever of ſome was not to be overcome even in the 
agony: of their deſpair: whatever could be ſaved 
to them from this wreck of their monopoly, they 


ſecured by exceptions from the broad and liberal 


relief which the firſt form of the Bill held out. 
Some of theſe exceptions were admitted, others 
were rejected. It is curious to obſerve to what 


a degree of ſublimation, the boon of the granting 


clauſe is refined by being thrown into the alembic 


_ of exceptions, introduced to rectify the ſpirit of 
the Bill. This enacted, that it ſhall and may 
« he lawful for: Papiſts or perſons profeſſing the 


cc Popiſh or Roman Catholic Religion to. hold, 


«exerciſe and enjoy all civil and. military 'Offrces | 


ee and places of truſt or profit under his Majethy, 


© his heirs and ſucceſſors i in this Ry: : 
9 | | ever 


c « which we me. told is to enclode us f de 
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: over + liberally th N ah of enjoyment j is cons: 
- ceded to the Catholics, very ſingular caution has, | 
been taken to cramp the liberality of his Mzjeſty 
in dealing out the favours. For it is ly. 
enacted that nothing in che aft ſhall extend, te 
enable any Roman Catholic to ſit or vote in ei- 
tber Houſe of Parliament, nor to be. Lord Liru- 
tehant, Lord Deputy or other chief Governor. of 
the: Kingdom, Lord Chancellor, Keeper or Com- 
nor to enjoy a feat on any of che Benches of 
the three Coutts of Record, nor to be a Judge 
of the High Court of Admiralty, nor Maſter 
or Keeper of the Rolls, nor Secretary of State, 
Keeper of the Privy Seal, Vice Treaſurer or 
Deputy Vice Treaſurer, Teller and Caſhier of 
the Exchequer, nor Auditor General, Lieutenant 
or Governor or Cuſtos Rotulorum of Counties, 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, Lord De- 
puty or other Chief Governor of the Kingdom, 
nor Member of the Privil Council, nor Prime 
Setjeant, Attorney General, Solicitor General, 
Second and Third Serjeants at Law, nor King's 
Counſel, nor Maſters in Chancery, nor Provoſt 
or Fellow of Trinity College, nor Poſt-Maſter 
General, nor Maſter and Lieutenant General of 
4 Ondnance, nor Commander in Chief of his 
| __ Majeſty's Forces, nor a General on the Staff, 
nar: Sheriff nor Sub Sheriff of any County; nor 
ö | ne” {0 
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| confidence chat can N eſtabliſtied by 4s Lark 
Lieutenant and Council! undet the r7rh and 18th 


of Charles II. Notwith 


ding this tantaliz- 


ing excluſion from the encouraging rewards of 
every profeſſion, and calling which were now 
opened. to them, the Roman Catholics were grate - 


fully ſenſible of. the ineſtimable blefling they were 
admitted to in the cleave Faun and fair tial 


of, the ſpeeches | of the different Gentlemen who 


y wards. the body of the Roman Catholics | cannot 
5 be, ſo impartially known as from his own words tn 


the debate upon the addreſs to the Throne. Th uy 


E will allo ſpeak for thoſe who, like the Grand Jury- 
4 men of the Counties, could be dictated to and Ih- 
| fluenced by his authority, © I did not,” ſaid he, 


4 expect that any ſet of t men would have dared to 


« * approach t the Throne with a groſs a and malignant 
ce deception. upon. the Father of bis People. 1 


* 


6 therefore ſcize this firſt opportunity to reprobate 2 


* and detect it 0 Then in a very long and heated 


"Tha 2 upon this importatic ſubject . 
2 copious to, report, and too intereſting wholly . 
to omit. 1 mall therefore notice but ſuch parts 


K part in them, as diſcloſe, or confirm the de- 
tail of facts which it! is the duty of che impattial 

_ . annaliſt co record. a” 

Ihe ſpirit and diſpoſition of the Chancellor t to- | 


Seen a ; 
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« « be o wild as to deſire to communicate the 
cient power ot a free Proteſtant, to a great ma⸗ 

45 « jority of the people of Ireland Profeſſing the 

« Popiſh Religion; 1 de bot ſerüßſe to ſay, tha 


« char a Aru Ca | 
* powers of Government in ſuppe ee 
iſhn ent i in Ireland, or 


” 
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britim Cabinet of the policy of grantiũg - the 
Seals of Ireland to any other than an Engliſhs 
man; and ſome extravagant notions began to 
gain credi in that kingdom that the acceptance 
of a ents involved a call of concutrence 
ee thoſe who granted them. 

At the ſecond reading of the Bill. en - 
mons, the Right Honourable Mr. Foſter after 
apologizing for breaking ſilente, undertock in the 
firſt place to prove, that the conduct of the Grand 
Juries in declaring againſt the admiſſion of the 
Catholits to the participation of the Conſtitũtion 

bad not only been proper, but (neceſſary and perfeliy 

conſtitutiannl. He further ſaid, Gentlemen have 
d thanked che Iriſti Miniſter for this meaſuie; he 
c could hot tharik Hini for iti though he could for 
t many others : from his ſoul he conſiderecb it af 
* the prelude and certaiti fore · runner of the over: 
t throt / of the Proteſtant Eſtabliſſiment. a: The 
&, Britiſb Miniſter nat the firſt to rouſr this: queſtiony 
« and be was not well adviſed.” He them at- 
tiibutes the fall: of thẽ country from unknẽn 
| proſperity ta the prrſent tare of alarm, niiſery and 
ge © French: trayſaf im; they have” 
© not been: ftit begey at leaſt not till very lately: 

eee eee and ngitatiims imtoabich = 
*thbis kingdom has been throwil hy ache 2fmfrg 

d. ſupporting. this) clains”*. 2 Ther dppoſidon to 

che Bill. in both Houſes ,was confined 30 very 

et ah | T few MY 
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| hun fix made; up the formidatile s 
dat in the Commons there were in'faft but two 
diſſentient voices againſt bringing in the Bill; and 
in the Lords, the Archbiſhop of Caſhell alone 
openly ſupported the oppoſition of the Chancel- 
lor: his grace had committed himſelf to this op- 
poſition by his formal declaration in the Houſe 

chat the Rowar Catholic religion tuas a- religion. of 

 bnaves and fools, The ſame principle feemed to 
affe& the whole oppoſition of the Commons; for 
Mr. erer Kid, that the introduction of 
« Li that Miniſter make his exyprinientonchows) 
here he may be. ſuppoſed to know. ſomething 


A of che country. Let him try, will an Engliſh | 


6 Patliament: aboliſtt the Teſt AR? Hie knows - 
4 they. wilt not. Why then ſhould he preſume to 
L direct the Proteſtant Gentlemen of Ireland to 

© abandon their ſituntioh in the State ?” This fitu- 
| IE ee eee e 
ebenen of the: Gutlic boy ap this 
time in Ireland was compendioufy deſcribed by 
Nr. Hardy, © The major part of the people of 
© Jreland;”-at' one time leaning on the Croum fot 
« ſupport, then looking; for protection from ſome 
Wenlightened Proteſtants + then following ſom 
te perſons of rank of their own perſuaſion, then 
Wies ibeir eyes on Diſtentera, then o bot 
e! VVVVHTF 2 


5 gs, 1 „ 
$"pt6ulls of Parliament: and after all, turning 


their backs on the Miniſtry of their own cum. 


** try; and flying to the foot of the Throne for re- 
Jef,” Mri Egan, after having ſtated that he 
had formerly preſented a loyal and dutiſul pes 
tition from the Roman Catholics to that Houſe, and 
that on the very next day the Adminiſtration" bal 
tepunged it and its reception from the journals with 
 reviling calump and precipitation. | © But, ſuid 
he, * we now hear his Majeſty's paternal be- 
* nignity and liberality recommending from the 
1 Throne thoſt complaints which you” rejected 
t from the Houſe of Parliament. I ſee the Sove- 
„ reigu of his people in effect the vindicator of 
te my conduct, the reptover of his Adminiſtra- 
0 tion and the adyocate of his oppreſſed ſubjects 
And Mr. Curtan, adverting to theſe very circunt. 
ſtances; ſaid; „Their petlxion was rejected by 
*:rhoſe who called themſelves tlieir Repreſenta: 
* tives i the next yrat that petition: paſſed ovet 
« that Parliament, and approached" the Throne. 
Had ir been rejectech there, there remained only 
_ on other Throne for miſery to invVενε and 
* frdem chat laſt and Ureadful appeal let it never be 
e forgotten by Lriſh gratitude that we luvs been 
_&faved by the piety and compaſſon of the Fa. 
*' they of His people. The Hendurable T. H. 
Hurehinſon ſaid} . He would not ſtate the reſo. 
elumions of the different Brand Jurist, or what 


1 
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had paſſed ar the meetings of nn 
8 counties in' conſequence of this” plan i: but 
e would only remind the Houſe, that their ge- 
«© nera] tendeney went to form a perpetual bar 
againſt the Catholic 10 all his pleas and all his 
et expectations, and to exclude him ſor ever from 
; 5 the Conſtitution. Ie did not la · 
ment thoſe proceedings becauſe they had pro- 
5 eee the ſcene in which the committee were 
then engaged: the Catholics; firm in che pur- 
n ſuit of their, object, had not yielded even to the 
te authoritative opinions of thoſe very reſpectable 
s hodies. Too bold to be intimidated and too prqud 
* to beicoerced, they became animated not awed; 
et chey fought protection at the foot of the Throne 
** and had returned under the ſtamp of the royal 
te recommendation, through whoſe wiſe and be. 
© *inevolent interpoſition we! had now: adopted 
t their-complaints,”. Beſides theſe ſpeakers : Mir. 
_ Grattan; Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Mt. Conolly; 
Mr. Di Browne, Major Doyle, the Provoſt of the 
College, Mr. Secretary. Hobart and ſevemb others 
debvered chemſelves im ſem i ments pf the meſt ad 
mirable humanity and conſtitiional love and geal 
for kheir country, inifayour;of:the; fecommendla · 
tion fm the Throne: Doctor Nuigenan almoſt ' 
done vented the moſt embitterech hotron of the 
Roman Catholic Had y, that. 
bel expreſſed. in an ex ggeräted : detail vb 
B | flulſe, 
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falle, ſcan abus or mi | report that bad e ever 
been raiſed or publiſhed againſt them. "Such . 
however was the liberality of the Houſe, 2 as to 
be little affected by the narrative. 
Before this Bill was committed in the —_ 
of Lords, the Lord Chancellor, though bis firſt 
efferveſcence had rather cooled, in a ff peech | of : 
conſiderable length and of uncommon” virulence 
againſt the Roman Catholics, pointedly animtad- 
verted on their paſt conduct, which he endea- 
ings to prove bya long ſtatement of hiſtorical 
„00 ought to be the moſt powerful inducements 
5 t „ Hold to reject all their demands. If be 
conſented | to the Bill, it was becauſe the fituation 
of the country, row rendered i it nergſſary. He then 
| endeavoured to prove that the religious fury and 
5 bigotry of Papiſts i in Ireland was now as great as 
it ever had been; and that there was a moral im- 
poſſibility for Proteſtants and Catholics to agree in 
political intereſts. He accuſed them of wiſhing 
to annihilate the preſent ſyſtem of repreſentation, : 
and to found it on a baſtard King. In earlier 
periods of Government,” ſaid he, © the Iriſh 
& never thus loudly. complained of any one 
* Engliſh act of oppreſſion. It was of late the 
« preſent moſt fantaſtical idea that now prevails 
* among them had its birth, ſo that it ſeemed to 
* him that the heavy hand of God was at this 
66 Jong. ſtretched over the land. Every one now 
3 175 2 looks 


* " #5 


4 1 ) 

looks upon his neighbour wich a, Jealgus 25 
| © thinking bim ap imp ment in bis owp | 
© power du preceminence.” The Archbiſhop o 
Caſhell vehemently oppoſed both the ſpirit and 
principle of che Bill. It was however ably and hu- 
manely ſupported by other Prelates on the Bench. 
T be Bill was paſſed, to the general) joy and latisfac- 
tion. of the kingdom: at large, and the Catholic De- 
legates preſented an addreſs to his Majeſty and to 
the Lord Lieutenant expreſſive of their gratit tude 
for. its having paſſed into a Law. Amidſt the 
zeneral and peaccable teſtimonies of the public 
jy for the emancipation' of che bulk of the Iriſh 
Nation, the Corporation of Dublin granted the 
freedom of their,city to Dr. Duigenan as an ha- 
5 5 teſtimony of their gratitude to him for 
his ſteady zealous and porſevering me to 
| the uh in 1 Tees of i it. 
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- Catholic Bid Mr. Dundas declares his intention. of 

| gftabliſhing a Scotch Militia—The Iriſh Militia 
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by the combined forces — Furnes taken by the French 
r—Tpbago taken from them—Mentz inofted by 
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bow things cauld have more clearly proved 
the prevalence of the preſent ſpirit of oppoſing 
Pre petitions againſt grievances, t than the divi- 
| | "=. Gon 


Ks Mr. Grey's mote 3 in Par, 
| lament after two days debate; the numbers being 
42 for the eform againſt 282 who oppoſed it. It 
would be uſeleſs to attempt to follow the different 
ſpeakers upon this great and important ſubject. 
Their arguments upon it can receive no additional 
force, no further elucidation; whilſt our paſſions conti- 
nue 10 inſtrutt our regſon, we mult patiently look for 
the change of reaſon in the turn of events that may 
excite a difference of paſſions. Circumſtances may 
happen that will diſpoſe ſome. and alarm others 
to af? upon truths, that have hitherto remained 
mere ſpeculative and inoperative affections of the 
mind; when the dread. of meeting conviction 
Will be leſs than that of © rejecting inveſtigation ; 
when the feelings of the people thall mark more 
pointediy the proper time for conſidering their 
grievances, than the judgment of their repreſenta- 
tives. The attempt bas been made at all 1 times; 3 
in times of war and in times of peace; when com- 
merce flouriſhed ; when its credit was expiring ; | 
when the minds of men were eaſy and free; when 
they were ſoured and vacillating ; in the hour of 
invaſion and rebellion ; in the glow and tranſ] port 
of loyalty and triumph. Ingenuity can ſcarcely 
deviſe a poſſible novelty of circumſtance unde 

which this reform has not been brought forwa 

and rejected. Mr. Pitt's ſpeech on the ſecond day 
ef theſe Aae, ee volied upon the im mprop 


7-thr —̃ Ä—Ä— to 2 Care 


names (as far as ' fifteen thouſand). ' Mr, Burke 
was wil wt the moſt forward to 3 Mr. 
Grey s motion ; and vehement 4s he is in Warning 
this” country” againſt every ſort of infiovation or 
reform, be could with undeniable reaſons (though 
wicht utccountable inconliſtency) encourage a | 
anger "of . 
foltowing the exam ple of France, the ſtrongeſt 
meaſure of reform that has been effected fince the 
eſtabliſhment 6f the Briciſh * 'Conftiturion; 3 "the _ 
admiffion of above three out of four millions to 
vote for their repreſentatie in Parliament. In 
England he could not ſee what was ſo clear to 
him ah Ireland, that * ** Zerauſe wicked n nen of vey 
tt rious deſcriptions art engaged in \ſeditings ceurſer, 
4. the rational, ſober and valuable part of one deſerip- 
** tion ſhould not 'be tears ad their Jober ard rations 
© exptHations,? © 
The Body of 2 — in Scotland, I 
hich conſiſts of about twenty thoufind, chiefly | 
ons the lower OI . i * depend 
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5 der. fo Sir Helvites Lange, PR: 
applicatians 


which bey laboured,. A deaf car has beer. 
 Dlanily, zurned. to their. ; 
Wron rte ol the invexeracy of the prejcices of 


5 . — 
prejudice of the ſuffering Carholſcs, but to the 


' ſcandal and calumny of the Scotch nation, Mir. 


Dundas however, upon being perſuaded chat ſuch 
a mealure of Jiberalicy might now inſure him ſome 
popularity in the cou  copſented to the iniro. 
duction of a Bill, which paſſed without any oppo+ 
sition, by which the Roman Catholics of Scotland 
vere put nearly upon the ſame footing as thoſe of 
England, upon taking the ſame Oaths of Alles 
ance preſeribed for Engliſh Roman Catholics, 
The news of its paſſing into a law gave genera} 
fatisfajon and joy.chroughaur the kingdom. 
Ax. the beginning of the ſeſſion — 
been made in the Houſe af Commaos by Mr, 


Dundas gf an intention of eſtabliſhing g Militia in 


Scotland., Nothing had been done. Ghce- that 
time upon the ſubject, and Major Maitland- now 
put the queſtion to the Right Honoutable- Secre - 
tary, whether he had or had not abandoned tbe 
ies? He anſwered, that late as it was in the 
_ ſeſſion, he aſſuredly ſhould take ſame ſtep towards 
 effefting it, None however was apenly-taken. 
. „ 


do reluctantly Wen the Roman S K 

jo. cclude de Roman. Catholics, from, appoinge | 
ments in the Militia. . Thovgh, the ſyſtem was 
cordially adopted in many counties; yet in others 
ſerious effetta were apprebended from the reſiſtance 
which was. offered againſt: ir. Theſe dif 
nene however but of hom duration ; obyigus-rear | 
ſons. occurred to perſ nde the people of every 
deſeription 10 enter freely into the Militiaz the 
ſteady and peaceaþle were eager to lend. their aid 
to ſtrengthen the hands of Government and fo, 
5 — — the country ; the 

diſcontented and active found inthe legal poſſeſſion 
and uſe of arms, the ſure defence againſt oppreſſian 
and the ready means of redreſs, The crooked 
policy of the pany from whale tenacious gripe #3 
much power ſeemed to be wreſtcd, as was conferred 
upon the Roman Cathalics, had ngarly expaſed 
the country to very ſerious danger. Unahle 40 
warnen tb. liberpling of Parligment en dmg 


tha ones, a. the Milicia, chey at firſt ws 
ceſsfully exerciſed their influence, and power in 
rrp to fill up all the appointments with 
ne: Genfemen in gf very. counties whers 

| : they 


— 


0 
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0 TI KS 
wha to ge ter e the Cable 4 
| peaſanery; from" amongſt whom the 'Milidia-men | 
were principally" balloted ; the "piirtial ſyſtetn was 
' neceſſarily” abandoned, and the different corps | 
ef Militia were then quickly and peaceabiy 
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The importance of this NEE türen of 

ſtout and valiant recruits both for the — and 
ſea forces of Great Britain is too grea : to juſtify 
my filence upon a ſubject r Tull by Hasche conſe· 


0 quence, upon which the public ſeetns to have given 


into an Error of no ſmall moment, It is a generally 
received idea, not only throughout Great Britain 
bot in Ireland itſelf, that ſince the paſſing öf the 
Roman Catholic Act, the army and navy of Great 


Britain are as open to Iriſh Roman Catholics; as 


to any other deſcription of His Majeſty's föthects. 
The Iciſh/Partiament has nerd echied Roman 
Catholes espable of any military office and em · 
pleyment: büt ir is eee "that 
Ireland has no military body (except 
now the militia) ſubject 10 their conſtant Joriſ- 
diction; the troops of Great Britain upon the 
Iriſh eſtabliſhment are merely ſubfidized, as it 


Vere, by Ireland; they are paid out of che Irm 


treaſury, and during their reſidence in that king 
dom are under the temporary controul of the 


bib Parliament, | There is no Iriſh navy. | Every 


Iriſh 


. 0 ans "5 8 ; 
iim as well as Engliſh Roman Catholte, who 
"wiſhes, to ſerve his country either in the army ur 
nag of Great Britain, id prohibited. by ſtatute 
| nr Geo. I.) to do it, without renouncing his reli: 
gion; by oath : if he refuſe to; take this oath of 
renunciation within a, limited, time, he is not 
only expelled from the ſervice, but * incurs 
alſo a civil death, by being rendered incapable of 
bringing any action at law, or ſuit in equity; of 
being a guardian, executor, or adminiſtrator; of 
taking a legacy or deed of gift of being in an 
office. in Great Britain; of voting at any election 
for members to ſerve in parliament; and ſhall 
moreover forfeit the ſum of '5001. to any perſon 
that will inform againſt him. If candour and 
good faith be to be, holden with the loyal, ſub» 
jets who tender their ſervices. to heir country, 
preſs · gangs and zecruiting ſerjeants! ſnould be 
preceded by heralds, to announge the; pains and 
penalties which theſe who, retain the-faith, of their 
anceſtors will. incur by being forced or: eplifted 
into the ſeryicg of their country. It is well;known 
that;, upwards of ſeyenty thouſand, [ recruits. were 
raiſed) in Ireland during: the American warz and 
as.the; I. egiſlature has now. declared! the Iriſh Ro- 
wan Catholics capable, and worthy, of, ſerving 
aheir. King and Country, theſe, obſervations will 
not be ere de cle eure ab 
e TSavmn hg A wy Sk 2 2 
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There would be little ee of offering deute 
of fifteen guinens per man for enliſting recruits, if 
de fecruiting ſerjeats were properly inſtructed 
to difplay the Hbefal and noble und irrefftüble 
terme ef the Triſh" Roman CatHolics? engagement 
Welcome; brave, loyal and free ſoldiers !' Long 
e the Kings te happy and free Conititurion ! 
Welcome into your long loft rights 5” "your 
v überty of perſon, of property, of ſervice and 

| Gf conſcience. Tour loving, your generous, 
* yoùr glorious country calls for your ſervices to 
- & cruſh the tyranny, fla very and wickedneſs 
d of your Gallic neighbotrs. Which of you cat 
« yithſtand" the enthuſiaſtic glow of ſuch” à call ? 
To eruſh tyranny, and give to mankind that 
«" tberty which you yourſelves enjoy in ſuch an 


TDelient degtee. Lire the cauſe ef Biitiſh 


freedom ! Once nie, my brave fellows! 
Tal * you will be Rappy to ſacrifice your” all to ſup 
| it, For the moment of your engagement 
Wiz the word of command to rendußee your 

«religion; the practice of it ' you” will be dif- 
* penſecd with; ot marthiffed by beat” of drum 
to 4 better and ptrer ſervice! Whift=you 
© fend under the juriſchetion of the Briti Par 
inment you ſhall be' civitly dend, that vod 


me fully kad the beneft of returging inte 


er yohr own le ad bleffed"eoutitry3" and ſhobld 


" 0 gs bleſs you with ptize- money, fire 7 
2 | | m7 d 


. d neighbourly/ Informer; thac!you; dict not 
make 2 timely rununciation of your ireligion.” // 
On the azad of Febrodty, in the Houſe of 
Peers, Lord Farnhany propoſed an amendment 
to th clauſe of the Roman Catholic Bill, by 
 Fendering, its operation conditional, until Great 

eee to open the amy 
n ito Tales —— the 0 
amendment; for,” Rid hey 6 * — 
9 poſed that his Majeſty would appoint a man to 
_ & ſuch a poſt, until the laws of the empire ſhould 
« fully qualify him to act in every part of it. It 
4 „u more than probable, 4 ſimilar law to this 

© would be adopted in England before the lapſe of 
two months, and on this ground the amendment 


c would be wholly unneceflary.”. The learned 7 


Lord forgot that che Act of Geo, I. applies its 
rigorous effects expreſsly to ſaldiers and framen: as 


well as to officers. Eleven months ard now. 


clapled fince this liberal promiſe was halden our, 
and the. ſeverity of the law is ſtill fully operative 
kgainſt every Roman Catholic who renders himſelf 
liable to it by engaging in the military er naval 
fervice of his country. _ 
On the 8th of the month the combined ar- 
mies engaged the French near Maulde, in which 


| M Brig troops turned, the fate of the day in 
l their 


Woepenen — — __ n- — 
of Famars, of which they took poſſeſſion. The 
French entered without reſiſtance the final town 
Tobago was taken from the French. The King 
of Pruſſia had been for a long time before Mentz 
with an immenſe army. The Royaliſtg roſe in 4 
formidable body in Britany, and gained ſeveral 
advantages over the Republichns. About the 
cloſe of the month a body of 600 French emigrants 
Was raiſed in England and taken into our pay; 


they were commanded by the Count de la Chatre, 


but were not embodied till they arrived at Oſtendꝰ 

An offer was made by Government to embody = 
teach; but the diſagreements among themſelves; 

their objections to the commanders intended to be 
placed over them, or their coldneſs or deſpair 
in the cauſe, defeated the intentions of Govern« 
ment, and this ſingle legion of Monſ. de la Chatre 
: was in the — on! Ry Rn r e 
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M. Bircl's motion in the Commons, about a rumoured. 

. ſearcity of arms—Debates in the Lords upon Lord 
Auckland's Memorial Lord Stanbepe s motion for 
printing our Treaties with the Continental Powers = 
 — Dumourier in London Valenciennes befed 
Support given in Ireland to Commercial Credit— 
 Traiterois Correſpondence Bill paſſed in Tealund. N 
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curred during the courſe of the. current month 


either in or out of Parliament. Mr. Birch in con- 
ſequence of the rumoured ſearcity of arms, and 
knowing the fact to be, that ſeveral regiments of 
milie aud regulars had 98 unſucceſsfully for 


arms, 
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4 
arms, moved in the Houſe of Commons, that an ac · 
count be laid before the Houſe of the quantity of 
ſmall arms in ſtore in the Tower. Mr. Roſe op- 
poſed the motion ; add Mr. Birch conſented to de- 
fer it. On this occaſion Mr. Sheridan aſſerted with» 
out being contradicted, chat it was rumoured and 
credited, that there were not at that time more 
than two or three thouſand ſtand of ſmall arms in 
the Tower, which if a fact was a criminal neglect 

that ought to be enq;uired into, and traced to 
thoſe who had been guilty of ſuch neglect. It 
was to him an additional proof, that the whole of 
the late tremendous preparations and formidable 
entrenchments of the Tower againſt Internal 
dangers were mere fiction and pretence. 
| The conſideration of Lord Auckland's LY 
5 to the States General had been ſeveral times 
attempted to be brought before. the Lords by the 
Earl of Stanhope : on the 17th. inſt. he made his 
promiſed! Motion in a very full houſe. His ſpeech 
on this occaſion was chiefly grounded on che idea, 
That all Memorials holding language of ill- timed 
menace only ſerved to irritate and provoke reta- 
liation. Such had been the proelamation of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne to the Americans; ſuch thoſe of 
the Duke of Brunſwick to the French. He point- 
edly reprobated the idea of appropriating to our 
tauſe the avenging arm of Divine Providence 
the ſucceſs of war was not to determine the juſtice 


( 251 +7 


es in the decrees of the Almighty, 0 | 


more than the morality and virtue of individ 


wvere to be eſtimated by their temporal proſperity in 


this life. Lord Grenville defended the Memorial as 


grounded in the ſpirit of the Ambafſador's Inſtruc- 


tions, the Speech of his Majeſty, and the Addreſſes 
of both Houſes of Parliament upon it. His Royal 
' Highneſs the Duke of Clarence took an opportu- 
nity in this debate of expreſſing his ſentiments upon 


the war. Not conceiving that any thing cruel in 


its tendency or oppreſſive in its nature could 


originate with a Britiſh ſubje&, he had been will- 


ing to attribute the compoſition of this Memorial 


to the Auſtrian Miniſter who had ſigned it jointly 
with our Ambaſſador. He was ſorry that his can- 
jecture was groundleſs. With regard to the war, 


though he thought it had commenced on the 
principles of juſtice and neceſſity, he found neither 
of thoſe principles to warrant its continuance ; he 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee the avowed object of 


the war obtained. The danger which bad threat- 


ened Holland was completely removed; there 


had ceaſed therefore the immediate and only 
avowed cauſe for which we had undertaken the 
war. Lord Auckland offered nothing new in 
his own defence, which he reſted upon what had 
fallen' from the Secretary of State. The Chan- 


cellor was very animated in ſupport of his old 


friend's Memorial, and pointedly pad for car- 
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rying on the war at all riſques-(though with Lord 
Scarborough's reſerve upon its proſecution). till 
the honour of this country to its allies were in its 
fulleſt extent diſcharged, and their ſecurity enſured. 
In reply to the Chancellor and the other ſervants of 
the Crown, who had ſpoken upon the ſubject, the 
Earl of Guildford ſaid, * he roſe to anſwer aqueſ- 
4 tion that had been that day more than once put by 
different noble Lords. It had been aſked, with 
e whom were Miniſters to treat for peace? In anſwer 
4 he would ſay, that their ſituation was as extraor- 


C dinary as it was lamentable; if they found ene- 


e mies to ſend armies againſt, and could not find 
r out perſons fit to negociate a peace with.“ An 
amendment of Lord Grenville's to the Earl of 
 "Sanhope s motion, which went to approve of the 
Memorial, was put and carried without a diviſi on. 
With the ſame vigilance with which the noble 
5 who reprobated the Memorial of Lord 
Auckland attended to the honour of the Country, 
did they on a future day exert themſelves in en- 
deavouring to ſecure its ſafety. The Earl of Stan- 
hope moved for the printing of certain Treaties 
which this country had entered into with the powers 
of the Continent. This was oppoſed by Lord Gren- 
ville, to whom the Duke of Norfolk replied, and 
, forcibly reprobated the unprecedented and danger- 
. ous delay of laying ſuch im portant papers before the 


"Houle, for the en of their Lys: there 
were 


— 
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ate n 166 than three creaties offetfive and defeh- | 
five entered into between this country and conſi- 
derable continental powers, ſigned in May laſt, 
and not preſented to the Houſe till within two or 
three days of the cloſe of the ſeſſion, His Grace 
was deſirous that they ſhould be printed, that 
the country might know to what extent the 
war was about to be carried; and that Miniſters 
were hazarding a long continuance of calamitous 
evils, by entering into the views of a variety of 
continental powers. The motion was loft. Thus 
cloſed the ſeſſion of a parliament, convened upon 
the ſtrength of facts which are univerſally known 
not to have exiſted ® ; and ſupported throughout 
by an implicit GS and unlimited credit 
to Miniſters for an equal neceſſity of enforcing 
and ſuppreſſing the grounds of the * 
meaſures. 

Nearly about the time that che N armies 
laid regular ſiege to Valenciennes, Dumourier 
came to London. Whether any public or private 
ſpeculation brought him over is not aſcertained ; 
he remained but two days in town, and was forced 
to quit the 1 52 under the proviſions of the 
Alien Act. 


* The words of the Act (30 Geo. 2. c. 25. ſec, 46) by. 


virtue of which this parliament was convened and the militia - 


drawn out and embodied, are in caſe of actual invaſion or upon 
imminent danger thereof or in caſe of rebellion. It is then correct 
i ſtate, that neither of theſe caſes was known to have exiſted, 
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The ruinous nen 4 war a. 
every part of the Britiſh. empire; Government 
found itſelf obliged in Ireland to lend ſupport to 
the drooping credit of the very firſt commercial 
powers; and Parliament undertook to make 


good the ſum of 200, oool. which the Bank had 
advanced to mercantile perſons with intereſt at 
per cent. The Parliament of Ireland paſſed alſo 
a. Traitorous Correſpondence Bill, ſimilar to that. 


| 8 in Great Britain. 
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11 the Parliament bad cloſed the 

ſeſſion, it was ſtill found requiſite to keep awake 
the ſpirit of alarm and agitation which had ſeized 
the Nation from the month of December. The 
means of attempting this were as ſingular as they 
were new. As the meaſure was not in its nature 
tranſient, but is in ſome degree ſtill operating its 
n upon the public, it is peculurly: incumbent | 
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upon me to apprize ts egi .. 


mally anathematiſes every man who condemns 


ture and tendency. Mr. Reeves's affociation now 


thought proper tg bripg before. the publi a col- 
lected ſum of their meritorious ſervices: to the 


country, with an - unequivocal avowal of their 


views and proceedings. They accordingly: pub- 
liſhed a conſiderable volume of their aſſociation 


papers with a well written preface, which - be- 


ſpeaks the pen of talent and information. - And 
when we throw our eye over the liſt of the 18 


names which form their committee, from the 
| known abilities, knowledge and reſpectability of 


the individuals who compoſe it, I will readily.own, 


that an implicit credit might have been expected 
from the Nation for every meaſure they ſhould 
adopt. It is therefore certainly a hazardous, and 
probably an invidious taſk to ſpeak otherwiſe than 
in commendation of the proceedings of ſuch re- 


ſpected members of this community. But, amicus 


Plato, magis amica veritas. In the collected view 
and review of the late public meaſures cannot 


help ſeeing a cancerted league to introduce or 
revive in this country a ſpirit and principle diſ· 
avowed ſince the æra of our Revolution, in order 
to engraft upon them a ſyſtem of meaſures, that 
would have received neither life nor vigour from 


the old ſtock of the Britiſh Conſtitution. I view 


Mr. Burke as the olus of this league. He for- 


him 


1 1 a 4 ; 
- Mir ag bis book; bo edit of cnt af 1 
apia & the Conſtitutional Whigs of this Ring dom. 

His zealous” colleagues or imitators ſet out upon 
the ſame claim of  infallibilicy of doctrine, and 
confidently announce to the public“ that bey can 
have no- enemies, but ſuch as the law would term of. 
fands. Their chief aim in this preface is to con- 
Uince the public, f that none of the King's Mi- 
niſters © knew or heard of this affociation, till 
C they ſaw the firſt advertiſement in the public 
g prints. It was planned without their knowledge, 
«and has been conducted to the preſent moment . 
e without their aid. The Miniſter had no more to 
do wich this aſſociation, than of the /wwo thouſand 
and more that were formed in other parts of the 
Kingdom.“ So peculiar a ſolicitude to de- 
| pn his Majeſty's Miniſters" of any ſhare or 
merit in eſtabliſhing and forwarding an inſtitu- 
tion, to which none but public offenders of the laws 
of their country cruld be enemies, beſpeaks a degree 
of doubt either as to the truth of the affertion, or 
the propriety of the fact. If however we reflect 
upon the cloſeneſs with which Miniſters were 
urged in the Houſe of Commons to ſtate the 
grounds of the ſtrong meaſures they were then 
taking, and that they were either unable or un- 
willing to admit or diſcloſe them; we muſt ne- 
geſſarily allow ſome cloſer and more intimate 
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declare unequivocally to their country, that . it 

was-known ( that emiſſaries were paid by France 
tir up ſedition; and engineers ſent to affift in mili= 
e gary operations ; that. a revolt was planned. in the 


er beginning of December, when the Tower was. 1 
et haue been ſeized: the agents in theſe deſigns whether 
&« French or Engliſh were likewiſe known.” If ſuch 


things were Lnotun, either through Miniſters to 


theſe aſſociators, or through theſe aſſociators to 
Miniſters, the country bad a call, an irreſiſtible 
call. for example and vengeance againſt. the de · 
linquents. Theſe acts, which are ſo publicly de- 


clared to be known, were acts of the higheſt and 


rankeſt treaſon : and by the 1 Ed. 6. it is enae- 
ted, that concealment or keeping ſecret any bigh traa- 


en ſhall be from henceforth adjudged, deemed and 
taken miſprifion of treaſon, and the offender therein 


ſhall forfeit and ſuffer as in caſes of miſprifion of trea · 


| fon, as berctofore bath been uſed. 1 wiſh. not to 


throw reſponſibility where none is aſſumed. The 
avow and defend their different publications, and 


. have boaſted not lightly of the happy effects they 


have already produced, 1 Theſe papers con- 
« fiſt of two claſſes. The firſt are ſuch publica- 


A ibn e alter 5 


hee, . | f Page, | 
EN "i they | 


+ gin: 5 Ade . that 

« were put 2 the preſs without the ſpecial di- 
« redtion or approbation of the committee hy a 
4 perſon in whom the committee confided. It 

« was endeavoured by ſuch publications as the pre- 

* ſent, to counteract the poiſon that had been dife 

e ſeminated, and to reſtore; the minds of the peo- 

ce ple to that tone of good ſenſe, meg 

ei been the characteriſtic of this country. 

« ſucceſs fully anſwered the expectation: by 5 


er means falſehood was refuted, ſophiſtry expoſed, 


and ſedition repelled : the peculiar happineſs 


«of dur Conſtitution was diſplayed ; deſigns of 
ce pretended reformers were examined; and the 
« principles of civil OP Wy _—_ _. 
Fe explained.“ 7 

As the different ba pere ue : publihed in ade 
order of their reſpective claſſes, the public may be 
5 to know to what hots each paper ought. 

referred. The Committee has however ge- 
nerouſſy undertaken the reſponſibility of both 
claſſes. The re · publication of a work written by 
an author of no mean repute, evidently argues a 


more unequivocal and reſlected approbation of the 


doctrines contained in it, than the firſt publication 


of a new production. More ſerious inference is 


therefore to be drawn from the Committees 
e and re-publiſhing the doctrines of Mr. 
6 IN Soame 


* 


1 from their zaltroclnng rel Eng 
chrough the env of Thomas Bull, that the oily 
chriſm gives civil power, and that G alone 

makes Kings. No man who wiſhes to preſerve 
the ſpirit and being of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
will ſurely at this day be hardy enough to deny, 
.. that the democratical part of that Conſtitution 
contiſts of and is ſupported by the free repreſenta- 
tion of the people in Parliament. To what other end 
can the people be told, that ſuch repreſentation is 
impoſſible, and that it is no part of the Engliſh 


Conſtitution; unleſs it be for the wicked purpoſe 


of deſtroying all confidence in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, depriving it of its reſpect, and diverting the 
people from looking up to their repreſentatives 
for redreſs in all their grievances? Was this 
above all others, a time to teach the people of 
Sten Bricain, that 5 4e the corruption of the 

ee waren 


* vid No. I. Second tht of Action r 

No. IX. Aſſociation Papers, p. 129. Thoughts on a Par- 
liamentary Reform, by Soame Jenyns, Eſq.. Having com- 
mitted myſelf to the public laſt year upon this amongſt other 
conſtitutional queſtions, I cannot help.quoting from my work 
the doctrine I there adopted, by way of an apology for having 
| ſaid ſo much upon theſe publications of Mr. Reeves's Aſſocia - 
| tion. The danger becomes really ſerious, when we are told, 
that above two thouſand ſuch Aſſociations are already formed. | 

—_ 10 Ter F 5. — Jura Ang. 
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(1 5 
ee Ms leren of the Houſe of Commons will an; 


5 « increaſe. in proportion. to their power, becauſe 
"they have more to ſell. and are more neceflary 
e te to be bought! ? Thoſe who cannot make ; A wilt . 
, 60 with Tuch a Parliament, muſt have none. 05 


2-4 44 


Let 65 now re what would be the effect of 
«7 this independent Parliament if obtained. By an 
; & * independent Parliament, i in the language of the 


9 


« preſent times, is to be underſtood a Parliament 
* in which the majority would oppoſe any Admi- 
& iſtration now no arguments are neceſſary 
to drove, that with ſuch a Parliament no pub- 
t te buſineſs whatever could be tranſacted, nor 2 
1 any Government ſubſiſt. But it will be ſaid, This . 
js not what i is wiſhed for, but one in which the 


3 . a | 
+4500 4 This landing ought tobe fo dear to the Cola 
of Great Britain as a free Parliament; that is, a Houſe of 
Commons eyery way free and independent either of the Lords 
"« or Miniſtry, &e. ; free in their perſons; free in their eftates 
* in their elections; free in their returns; free in their 
-mbling ; free in their ſpeeches, debates and determina» 
; ee eee ee eee 
.* tions for offences, and therein free from the fear and influence 
of others how great ſoever; free to guard againſt the in- | 
© croachments of arbitrary power; free to preſerve the liberties 
«and properties of the ſubjects; and yet free to part with a 
'46 ſhare of thoſe properties, when neceſſary, for the ſervice of 
the public ; nor can he be juſtly eſteemed a repreſentative '6f 
the people of Britain, who does not fincerely endeavour to 
defend their juſt ms and liberties againſt ; all NI "Ir 
We ara 
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"©, meaſures of Miniſters vben n and to reſiſt 
vs them when wrong, unawed and uninfluenced, 
and guided only by the diftates of their own 
*. judgment and conſcience. This indeed is what 
0 every wiſe man would deſire, but no wiſe man 
4 will expect to ſee, as no ſuch afembly, if nume- 
be Tous, ever. exiſted in this or in any country, 
* from the: beginning of the world to the preſent 
C7 hour; nor evercan, unleſs mankind were melted 
« down and run in a new mould: as they now 
. are formed, in every. numerous aſſembly, 
& there muſt: be ſome who. have no judgmen : 
4 and others who have no conſcience, and ſome 
4 who have neither: take away ſelf. intereſt, and 
4 All theſe u · ill have no ſtar to ſteer by; but muſt 
tail without a com paſs, juſt as the gales vf favour 
e or teſentment of popular abſurdity or their own, 

«ſhall direct them: a Miniſter therefore muft be 
« poſſeſſed of ſome attractive influence to enable 
him to draw together thoſe diſcordant parti- 
« eles and unite them in a firm and ſolid majo- 
* firy, without which be can purſue no meaſures 
« of public utility with Readineſs, or ſucceſs. An 
independent Houfe of Commins is uo part of the 
_ «©: Engliſh Conflirution.” Such are the ideas of the 
neceſſity of the corruption and venality of a Bri- 
tim Houſe of Commons taught and maintained 
in this new Palladium of our Conſtitution, Un- 


due influence over the judgment of the repreſen- 
| | tatives 
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PE « 704 3 
Gen Jeedffary-acooritg't6 tem — 
etitence'of the Conſtitution. * Pariaments bout 

cor beth influenced, nme | 

u bas jo long fulfil. | 
As the doctrine of Thotmas Bull, which theſe 
leaguers revive adopt and inculcate, if it mean 
any thing, means. in the common and accepted 
terms of ihe Engliſh language, that the King of 
Great Britain reigas over his people jure divine, or 
chat he is immediately appointed King by 'God 
and not by the people: and which of the eighteen 
members of the committee will ſtand forth like 

Sir Robert Filmer the avowed: champion of this 

doctrine, and raſhly attempt to Us Locke thoſe re. 

volution principles upon which alone the Conſti- 
tmion ſtands?. Confident as theſe leaguers are in 

 Wlthouncing all their enemies as offmders againſt the 
law, it is proper to weigh their loyalty in the 
ſcale of their pretended docttine. On the rich 

cf December 1792 this Club de Surveillance kindly 
undertook to remind the good people of England 
whom they had taken in tow, to conduct ſafely 

into the haven of the Conftitution, that he n- 

tion %% libel may be opplird to any defamation thats 

ever. Hawk. P. C. J. 1. c. 13. That alibelis 4 

contumely or en publiſhed ro the defamation' of. 

ment. Com. Dig. Libel A. That malicious 
eee, 858 "wy perſons, tones ty a 1 *: 


* | Thidem. 


1 p 8 Wa, + 
1 31 BY, * * 3 Þ * þ# 


nnd 


£ onde; 111 i eber rinting, «writing aun 
1 turis, in order t erpoſe dee public barred, . 

ll  Lemptor ridicule, are puniſpable ds libels. \ Bl, Com. 
N 1. 4. c. 4. - And theſe Conftiraion-mongerv4elih 
ſame good people of England, that their repreſe: 

tati ves in Parlianbens: are neceſſarily corr 
muſt be both bought and fold; That it is pbk. 
cCally impoſſible that their reprefentatives ſhould be 
| fo unawed and uninfluenced as to be ready to ſup · 
port the meaſures of Miniſters when right, and to 
reſiſt them when wrong. That the greateſt part 
of the Houſe of Commons can have no other ſtar 
wt ſteer by than ſelf-intereſt ; and that majoxities 
in that Houſe muſt neceſſarily be formed hy mi- 
niſterial influence; that an independent Houſe of 
Commons is no part of the Engliſh Conſtitution z 
that the Conſtitution has hitherto ſubſiſted by the 
miniſterial influence of the Commons; that the 
reaſon why. we cannot preſerve the wealth, ho. 
nour, power and dominion which we once en- 
joyed is, becauſe the means of miniſterial influence 
are no longer ſufficient to ſatisfy the demands of 
ambition and the hunger of faction. If the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, who have ſometimes ex- 
erciſed their power in puniſhing a ſevere or dilre- 
ſpectful obſervation in a newſpaper, ſhall chooſe 
to acquieſce in this exaggerated maſs of calumny 
and diſgrace, there needs no great. ſagacity to fore · 
tell the _— extin®tion o 155 the reſpect dignity and 
power 


„ 
„ 


a e989. Citgo hi cob 
: nic Aendern cu Fee een een 
which teach the, neeeſſity of ſuch abuſes. D av; 
game & all times is a ſyſtem of Clubs and. Afigr, 
Ciaſioas under the blind influence of any dema- 
gogues :: het what is not to be apprehended from 
joint efforts of two or three thouſand Aﬀfocia- 
aso reſtabliſned for the avowed. purpoſe of dif. 
Lew alevighy the, Nation ſuch dangerous and, 
falſe doctrines concerning the Sovercign's title o 
ihe Throne, and ſuch baſe and ſcandalous calum- 
ies and libels againſt the Houſe of o mmons? 
4 Tbe attention of the Cabinet was now drawn 
ebicfly/to;the operations of the ſieets and armies 
by:which-thepower of the Gallic Republicans was 
to be-crulhed,. They had long before ſent. out; 
a conſiderable fleet to the Mediterranean under 
Lord Hood. And in order to ſecure every ad- 
vantage to this country, which could be procured 
ꝗt ſea, they committed the command of the Chan- 
nel fleet to Lord Howe, an officer of uncommon, 
kill in naval tactics, who had already, fignalized. 
himſelf in America by the ſuperiority of his abili- | 
ties and the warmth, of his zeal in cruſhing the. 
powers:of a naſcent a They were flat 
| | F tered 
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and St. Pierrs had —.—— whats, ref ance 


to the Britiſh, atms. Conde had ſurten 


long blockade to the Dyke of Winembargh, - | 
bed eee e to a. 10 . . | 


| 2 0 effelts Wei of pa 


one year againſt the allied armies.” They accord - 

ingly marched immediately againſt the Royaliſts 
in the Vendee and elſewhere. Valenciennes capi | 

tulated aſter a ſiege of near two months. The 
garriſon was reduced from 11,000. to 4, 500 meng 
and the allies during. the ſiege threw. 489,800 
ſhells and balls into the ton. Accounts not ſo 
flattering were at this time received from the 


Weſt Indies. Admiral Gardner had on the x4th 


of June landed ſome troops on the iſland of Mar- 
tinico; he had taken a fort, and had been joined 


by a conſiderable number of Royaliſts: a moſt 
unaccountable miſtake had happened, conſidering 


the ſmall nuumber of men which he had landed; 


the Britiſh troops fired upon each other and killed 
above one hundred and fifty men. A diſpute alſo 
aroſe between the Admiral and the General; and 
3 they diſgracefully quitted the iſland on the 17th | 
ol the ſame month. Sufficient details of this un- 
fortunate expedition have not reached us to en- 
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che . a ef id 
hate been either too long 


bs Ae Sel undertake, without an?) 
1 tion. When the Ad- 


preconcerted plan or prepa 
niral {alle from the illatid” to America to e 


the F If | ee . inn wa 
| unfottunate Ropaliſts bd hd joined bim 0 pon | 
| his landing; impforing Hin to trünſpöfr⸗ 


of the fach of their cruel enemies; ou 
- hunniily left to their fate, and it is ſuppoſed that 
Our appearatice upon the iſland for three days had 


cauſed the greateſt part of them to be executed. 5 


Of ſuch dire conſequences are either dilatory or 


half planned meaſures „ er ot r _ _=_ | 


nined-an enemy: HN U 


The collecting of the ſerie 65 ed 


Fo tholic body ih Ireland by election of: Griejjates 


and their deputation to the Throne, although at- 
tended by no ſymptom of turbulence or ĩuſurres· 
tion throughout the kingdom, was a meaſure fo 
unexpectedly efficacious in procuring their relief, 

that the Chancellor was determined to prevent a 
poſſible ropeti ion of ſuch a ſurpriſe. He accord- 
ingly broug 
appointment of unlawful aſſemblies, ſuder 
preparing or preſenting \public kann n 5 

dreſſes io bis Majeſty or the Parliament, This moſt 


extraordinary act recites, that the election or ap- 
pointm went of aſſemblies Dae to . 


* 
0 


X 2 TOR OP 


in a Bill 80 prevent . neee | 


8 


1 


r laints, reinanſirances ax decked 
Er 


and other addreſſes to the King > or 9 hc 2 | 
cher of way Houſes of Patliument, fo altera tion 


law or redreſs E 2 


el in enn dil may be ma 1 


* 
1 


of to ſetve the ends of factious and ſecirious per- 
| ſans, to the violation of the public peace. ahd ihe 
great and manifeſt encouragement of nor not, tümult 
und Amen and it enacis that all ſach allerablies, 


ottiewiſe"cariiitates or app. 

nen in Wü all per 

perſons or Ane es. e mntnidig or 7 ng 
ing therein by any means are guilty of a bigh mmi 5 
demeanor. The act ends with a declaration tha | 
nothing in ir ſhall be conſtrued to prevent or im- 
pede the andoubted right of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
do petition” the King or Parliament e of 


any public or private 1 THF” 2 

It behoves every man to abſtain Conn irreve- 
rent obſetvations upon à public act of any Legiſ- 
Aature to Which his Majeſty bas given his Royal 
conſent. This act of the Iriſh Parliament is ex- 
preſſiy foiinded upon the poſſibility of thoſe actions 
being abufed, which are thereby rendered unlau- | 
fly” and: enger therefore lawful 1 zefore it 
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_ fon ſhould procure, above twenty names to any 
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N Fu and the rights which 


en the ſubje& not wholly Nugatom n. 

It always 1 was the undoubted right of Englih: 
men to petition the King or both or either of the 
Houſes of Parliament againſt, any public or pri: 
vate grievance: this right. is founded in the very 
br ru of the Conſtity tion: it cannot therefore be 

tioguiſhed without a grievous. violation of the 


neceſſary by the legiſlature to impoſe certain con : 
ditions upon the exerciſe, of it, they were only 


Charles ll. that the Parliament were of opinion 


factious perſons, and had been a great means of 
the lats unhappy. wars,; confuſion, and calamities 
in the Nation. It therefore provided chat no per- 


one | petition without the conſent of three e, 


* . s ö ” f 8 5 | ; 3 * a 
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N ul. may OT to. throw out ſome few 
| remarks. upon the nature of chat liberty which | 
A Engliſhmen enjoy of petitioning agaioſt. griev: 
which that liberty neceſſacily 
I The example of a fifter kingdom may 

e er ſome preyentative egen ops 


Conſtitution. If on any occaſion it has been found 


calculated to preſerve the right itſelf in: greater 
ſecurity. Thus we ſee aſter the reſtoration of 


* 


that tumaliuous and other diſerderiy ſoliciting and 
wing hands by private petſons to ſuch peti- 
lions bad been made uſe of to ſerve the ends “ N; 


172110 geld, 1 379, 4908 1 720 4 1221 165. 
: hat ns petition ſhould actu | ted | 
| 2 larger number then ere l proaleyo! 
gy one 22 pounds apd nine month im priſon - 
| Even theſe checks upon che exereiſe of 
this' N were ſo jealouſſy viewed by the na- 
tion, chat it was declared by the Billof Rights at 
the Revolution; tbut ir it the right ef abe fubjeits 
to perition the King, an all ain proſe 
' Etttions for'juch pefinioning ure illegal. 
 * "Where the end is lauful, all neceſſary means 
of attaining it are alſo lawful: The ſubjects «Wa Þ 
England whů by this act of 1 William and Mary 
bave à general unqualified- right to e the | 
Crown, cannot know the natute of a puhlieigtiev-· 
ance but by communication with each ther: upon 
_ the ſubjeck: nor can this be had without) aſſem- 
bling or meeting : if therefore the meeting of any 
number of fubjeRs for this! purpoſe were to be 
declared an unlawful mecting;/and the perſons 
meeting or promoting ſuch-meetingiwete to be ar- 
ö dne and become guilty of a high miſdemeanor, | 
Engliſhmen would be then liable to commit- 
ments and ptoſecutions for petitioning the King, 
nA gainſt the expreſs proviſion of the Bill of Rights. 
The drawing up and figning of the petition: is 
evicdlently included in be cigbt of petitioning. To 
render the inchoate act unlawful, is to make the 
| - pouhplerion of it criminal. 
lf the * n „ of Englitmen, thac 
Can 


1 * 


x 221 I | 
den . by the aſſemblage of frank 


meeting t. gether there WII be an TO 
32 —— and they may bid an 

Hiking farewell, to all the rights and liberties 

_ they© now enjoy. However it may be, thoug| 
by ſome; that in ireland licentiouſneſs is of dearer 
kin ton liberty than in England, we Engliſh- | 
men have full-confidence in our Legiſlature, that 
he peaceful and temperate manner in which we 
have fot᷑ this. laſt century exerciſed that right ſhall 
not gtound a pretext for depriving us of it merg- 
** becauſe there is a poſlibility; of our abuſing it 
hetenſter As well might we be deprived. of the 
night ol chooſing our repreſentatiyes in Parliament 
becauſe popular elections may be made uſe of to ere 

the ends of fattious and. ſeditious perfons, to the vie- 
ation of ibe public peace and the great and manifet 
4 mee of riot, tumult and diſorder... By that 
y ſpirit in which our | ANCEKATS, thooght. for a 
time that the exerciſe-of the right ſhould be-ſame- 
vat reſtrained and regulated becauſe. it had been 
uſed in a Zumul/uous and diſorderly manner, do we 
conſide that it would be enlarged and confirmed 
(were it deſirable) to us for the regularity and 
wer he which we aye uniformly... xerciſed = 
it. 4.4 (34:70 % ee In wats 0 : 
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ane or tre | 
verninent of the 1 — — or 
neglect for not executing the rigour ore s 
againſt the delinquents, who were ald kr 
and open to the juſtice of their 
This ſuperintending afſocistion of Mr. Re 
has made the ayowal of having formed i 
the prejervation of the public ſecurity, and of ib Cin 
Pitution itſelf ; for uniting and engaging to rents.  < 

ance to the civil Magifrate in diſeowerin 
"Ing. to ju Mice offentters s of the moſt dangerous gel. 
tion, Ay endeavany to ſubvert the very baſis 
„„ civil rights and of air. ria pp ing. "Afſo- 
ciation Papers, No: IV. Bowles's After 0 the 
5 | Declaration of the Friends to the Liberty if th yen: 
5 And inſtead of forwarding or procuring the pro- 
ſecution of 9 ng ney who were ready to We. 


„ a% 


LD 


"WE. 
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dean be gd dcin vr 
their peers; it aſſumes a power of general accuſa- 


tion I | 
men, without the form or pretence even of a put 
Wicked men, fay they, by the 


lie trial. 
means of clubs and aſſociatioms, have been 


( ſpreading among the ſimple aod ignorant ſedi- 
e tious opinions deſtructive of good government 


e and the happineſs of us all Good men aſſo- 
ciate to counteract theſe evil deſigns, to ſupport 


god Government and to continue to us our 


c preſent happineſs. To aſſbciate in the forme 


in which they do (as appears by the printed 


cc papers exhibited to chis ſociety) is always ſedi⸗ 


tious and wef̃y oſten treaſouable 3 they all appear 
e be. offenders againſt hear: Te meet 86 i 


f ee magiltracy in — rn 4 
„the Magiſtrates, the law allows it and the how. 
4 1 e, Parke af Hic 5 
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 Houſs:vf Commons: pane noms of wo 
. hy a Fill 5 f 


- — very io bus) of the cloſe of Tale. 
ment; when Sir Hercules ſhe. obſerved, 
it was ſubmitted to che diſcuſſion of Parliament 


vat period of the ſeſſion ſo far advanced, chat 


3 nn all abe of its preſent ſuc- 


'* authority of ſuch reſpectacle Members as, thot 
<6 who-parronized it; Altogether, mque tioned and 
4 uncontroverted: at leaſt without flatiog *ſome 


of thoſe arguments which had impreſſed upon 


« his mind a conviction of the inexpedience. and 


8 danger of the meaſure.” When ve reflect upon 


the confident aſſurance with which the x 


N Ireland looked up to Parliament at the commence- 


ment of the ſeſſion for a reform in their repreſen · 


tation, we cannot but ſhudder at the poſſible con- 
ſequences of an animated people being ſo ſeverely 
Sifappointed in their ſondelt hopes and proudeſt 
8 5 N | 


7 


e en 
Ae Geier ſen offligpeopley and he Was vn 
willing it ſhould be laid by, as it were t ripen | 
hy ſermentation. He could. not preyailon him- 
elf to let ĩtigo in reference to the peqple with the 


* 5 ha 
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ber to _ or concert Ar nay: 


che fue either of tba diſappointment or of their 


Grigitial trie rances to die Throne or Parliament 
Ft in contempt ' and violation of the Con- 
benden Act: an awful alternative, which muſt 

decide the policy of this new and ſtrong 
to dlold och to SEE art penny hi ts 
1 brder however to meet the wiſhes of the 
ge le to a Ettaln extent the Parliament paſſed 

bel Bill ſimilar to that in England: 

en alls Praßted to dis Majeſty" a Ceivil Ut er- 
Rs 25,0001. per annum, by which they 
Jimited the power of the Crowti'ts grant penſions 
in ine whole amount to $6,6001; per yntiumy'and 
not kö etted in DG grant 1, 260 l. whleſs to 
The fohal fümdy or on an addreſs: by chis act ulſo 
the alfowance*for ſetret ſetvices 
55 006 J. per annum. They likewiſe paſſed a very 
popular act for excluding from the Houſe of 
Commons certain Aer and ee under 
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- ENCE! aro as was the | pre. 
ſent combination of armed forces againſt Fl FRE, 
which at this time amounted to more than four hun- - 
dred and ten thouſand men, beſides the navies Bf 
England, Spain and Holland, it appears incredible 
n „ br 6 


See even. ro.this hour. But the mes 
| , lncholy truth. 3 is, that the combination of thei 1 
£ enemies 35,ahe Very a) cupſtance. that. Ges them, | 
ſtrength and: gur proſecution of the war defents 
its, own. ends, if, thoſe ends Teally/ be as they 
avowed, for cruſhing the; power. of the French 
Republic. Strong, violent and ſanguinary mea- 
ſures; ate the only Meins by, which - they can for- 
ward and, ſtrengthen their preſent rłvolutionary 
Government. and the War alone can ſupply them 
| wick. playfitſe gere ang: rondy ee 
eamyiüg them i "execution, "Whargver 
my be ih Uhiwste views, ot in \ whateyer | point 
5 en they may. with, to reſt their fatuge, 
vemtwonte che. pre | 
f nge in the principles a habits. of 
the Nativn?! The war enabled them to conbiſcars | 
the property of! every man they choſe to ages 
ic Cupplied the treaſury with all the Jpecie chat was 
above ground in the kingdom ; the war drew, off 
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evious: necelſary ſtep is Fog 5 


_ from ſoberindaltry the actite citizens; it in ſpired 


tbem with a ſpitit of barbariſm and lerociouſaeſs: ; 

the war united all j jarring intereſts at home; it in- 

fuſed i into men a pride i in becoming unlike their ene- f 
mies; I; prompted. them to renounce and revile 
every. idea of religious worſhip, and ſhake off the 
aft link. of the chain that had hitherto con⁰s ted 
moral virtue with their ſoeial engagements a the wat 
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they had agcepted in dib. Ab on the 10th of the 
- month. Their forces, which | were At this time 
eicher embodied or ordered to be immediately em- 
bodied, amounted to. the, incredible nomder of 
Ae C om 

Under all theſe Aiffeuties p48 cheie ala 
enemies, the French Republicags were at the 
fame time prefſed with the moſt alarming | inſur- 
xeions from the Royaliſts i in the Vendée, and the 


ee of the * of Lyons, which had declared | 
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dl — — opon "all ccd with 
the reſolation and bravery which have ever ditin= 
guiſtied the Britiſh troops. There can be no 
other anxiety for them, than left their valour ſhould 
be wantonly ſacrificed” tothe unavailing projects, 
ill judged plans; or the raſh enterpriſes of the 
prime rulers of the war. No ſooner had Valen- 
ciennes capitulated, than the Britiſh Miniſtry 
communicated to the heads of the armies their 
peremptory orders for that part of the combined 
forces, which: were in the pay of Great Britain, 
to attack the weſt ſide of French Flanders, in 
order to become maſters of the towns of Dunkirk, 


Brigues, Graveline,/ and Calais. This command = 


of the coaſt would keep open all ſupplies, and ef- 
ſurpriſed or ſurrounded. Whereas at preſent the 
line of communication which the enemy com- 


manded from Lille to the ſea afforded them 


every opportunity df: haraſſing the Auſtrian 


Netherlands, and obſiged the allies to keep up | 
very conſiderable forbe in thoſe parts to prevent 


a furpriſe. The ſole objection to the enterpriſe 
was the lateneſs of undertaking it. Had the 


campaign opened with this plan, the allied armies 


might IE n have -praceeded FO ſafely and regu larly | 
| from the ſea - coaſt in their progreſs into the ene - 
nnd 
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| w s country, and have avoided: thy fatal-lofſes 
atd difgraces which they afterwards ſuffered; Jt 


is uſeleſs to notice the difference of opinion 


upon the propriety of this plan, ſince the wiſhes 
of the Britiſh Cabinet were in fact ſubmitted to, 
though decidedly it is ſaid againſt the opinions of 
every General to whom the prqject was commu- 
nicated : it will be fruitleſs to ſpeculate upon the 
probable reſult of better ere _ See np 
_ adopted, 
The welfare of the publie i is too wild en- 
gaged i in the fate of the preſent war, not to feel 
ſeverely, not to reflect deeply, not to ſpeak freely 
upon its effects and conſequences. They mie a 
privilege f ſomewbat more dignity and effe3, than 
that of idle lamentation over the calamities of. their 
country. - The Engliſh Nation has an innate predi- 
lection for their Royal Family; it is their boaſt 
to be led on to victory by the gallant iſſue of their 
beloved Sovereign. They know no reſerve 40 their 
intrepidity, reſolution and bravery. But they 
look to the combination of councils, as well as 
of forces, for a ſupply of that experience, which 
the bleflings of a ten years peace have deprived 
dhe warlike youth of an opportunity of acquiring. 
The candour and ſympathy of the :Engliſh Na- 
tion will not permit his early laurels to be blight- 


& 47 | £ 


5 TY 3 

| xd bythe deem which, others raiſed, and w 
The war on the continent Sow his time e 4. 
lune a bew and unprecedented form : the plans of 
operations were dictated to ibe coriimanders of the 
armies by a diſtant cabinet, neither on the ſpot to | 
ſeite the advantages of the ever ſhifting turns of 
fortune, nor compoſed of men of any militaby 
knowledge or experience. Too great however 
were the dependencies of the allies upon the 


Britiſh Government for ſubſidies, for ſupplies 
and for ſhipping, not to receive, though with 


| does the plans impoſed upon them by the 
titich Cabinet: In all human events and circum- 
8 one principle of action is invariably and 
une xceptionably to be followed. Though the 
adoption of a plan be 255 or doubtful, its execu- 


tion muſt be ever prompt and vigorous. No 


ſooner had it been determined in council that 
the armies were to be ſeparated, and that the Duke 


of York was to undertake the attack of Weſt _ 
Flanders, with the Britiſh, Hanoverian, Heſſian, 
Dutch, and ſome Auſtrian troops, than he in- 


ſtantly ſent over to the Maſter of the Ordnance an 
exact liſt of the ordnance, ammunition and ſtores 
which were requilite for the ſiege of Dunkirk, and 
which he particularly directed to be ready for the 
time at which bw Royal Highneſs intended to be 
vin his army before * ; and without which 
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Felke defence, it TY SP 225 was ſtartled at the. magni- * 
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tyde of th thee orde r: he inſtantly fenc for the pi Prince 


fore keeper a0 other officers of the Waffen, to 
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Know i they had the quantit ty required, And c E. ould 
embark” It Sitio the mt mentioned. Phe i 
derrook the order, \ and aftullly « on the Ws y, 
by uncommort Exertions, the whole demand of * 


$15017 1 — <4 
ordnance, _ ammunition and ſtores ds 0 the 


water edge ready for embarkation. © "But "ys 
race, f ſtill doubting 0 of the ſafety © of thus . — 

* country, v which he cithe r faw in Teal, or WO 

| fepreſent i in imaginary danger, remonſtrated 81 io 
Royal Hig Sbneſs 1 upon the mexvedieticy of fp- 
plying hi” demand at chat ume. Three weel 


b 
Ta conſumed i. in the correſpondence bety'een the 


ommander ir in Chief of the Britiſh! Forces, who had 


ordered what ordnance and 2 ammunition he found 


«21 27 
requiſite for the moſt urgent fervice' of the count 


and the Mater General of the > Ordnance, who 5 : 
ro demur to. the "command... Ja the mean "time 
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ef his intentions, filled yp the. ting of emis 
dinary negociation. with. the army of the Prince at 
Saxe Cobourg... But in vain; for the enemy;during 
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at Bourlon behind Cambray, which they, took poſe 
ſeſſſon of and immediately abandoned. The 
Auſtriag General ſummoned the republican Gos 


/ vernor of Cambray to ſurrender, which he refuſed. 


The combined armies tben marched towards Me- 


nin, where the Britiſh troops gave a ſignal, proof of 


their cool bravery and reſolution. Tbree battalions 


of the guards, conſiſting, | of one, thouſand, one 


hundred and tweaty-two-men, were ordered under 
General Lake to march to the ſuccour of ſong 
Dutch troops at Lincelles. Upon their, arrival, 
they found a redoubt of uncommon, ze. and 
ſtrength, occupied by five thouſand French, who 


had diſlodged and routed the Dutch from that poſt. 


General Lake, ſays the Gagette, embraced a re- 


* ſalution- worthy of the troops he gommanded. 


He advanced under a heavy fire, with an order 
« and-intrepidity for which no praiſe can / be too 
« high. After firing three or four rodads, they 
1. m an with cheir bayonets, ſtormed the re- 

E S* * doubts 


this, very period, either knowing or ſuſpecking 
the . views, of the Britiſh Cabinet, increaſed the 


garriſon of Dunkirk by an ee of twelve | 


In this interval the, combined. armies ag et 
the French fm the famous ſtrong camp of Cæſar 
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lags: who bol en b of enden, tao * 
« which had been taken from the Dutch; and 
ce haye not fince appeared in chat quarter.” In this 
action Colonel Boſville was killed, and ſome 
hundreds of our brave troops killed aha wounded, | 
The ſame Gazette iriforms us of the importance 
of this victory, for which' ſo much gallant blood 
was ſpilt : “ The works of Lincelles have been 
90 tf deſtroyed, and the poſt left unoccuppied.” 
Three weeks had now elapfed fince the capitu- 
lation of Valenciennes, when the Duke of York 
having at laſt received intelligence, that the am- 
munition and ordnance that he had demanded were 
at length permitted to be ſhipped,” began his 
march towards Weſt Flanders on the 2oth of the 
month. "On the 23d he ſummoned therepublican 
general O'Meara to ſurrender the town of Dunkirk | 
to bis Britannic Majeſty; to which ſummons on 
the next day the republican general ſent the fol- 
* „ bee. 


SOR Inveſted with thecosnfidenps of ue Frech 
t Republic, I have received your ſummons ta 
er render an important city. I anſwer by aſſur · 
« int you, that 1 ſhall defend it with the' brave 

2 9 1 have the honour to command. 
1 LE 145117 00h O'MEARA:” 
: Beudes ; 


n 
{Beſs the * ſiege, hich had 
not as jet arrived, a grand flotilla of gun · boats was 
miſed by our Cabinet to co-operate in che ſiege: 
the moſt ſolemn aſſurances were given to his Royal 
Highneſs, that, unleſs delayed by contrary winds, 
this flotilla ſhould certainly be in the bay of Dun» 
kirk on Saturday the 24th inſtant. The wind had 


been favourable for ſome time, yet the reinforce» = 


ment did not fail from Woolwich till Monday the 
26th, on_which day Admiral Macbride, who was 
chen in London, and who was to command that 
expedition, received his final orders. The public 
was in the mean time amuſed with che details of 
tte bravery and intrepidity of our troops in ſkiy- 
miſhing and 1 in repelling the ſorties of the enemy; 
who, it was now found, were ſixteen thouſand 
ſtrong. In one oftheſe attacks the Gazette of the 26th 
ſays, 6 The ardour- of the troops carried them 
3 further in the purſuit than was intended, ſo that 
e they came under the cannon of the place, by 
ce which means a conſiderable loſs has been ſuſ- 
cc tained,” On this unfortunate occaſion, the 
Auſtrian General Dalton, and Colonel Eld of the 
Coldſtream regiment of guards were killed. On 
the 27th ſome heavy ſtores and artillery were landed 
off Nieuport; and three days aſter Major Hud- 
dleſton arrived at Oſtend, with a further ſupply of 
artillery, ammunition and ſtores for the reduction 

of. n The French gun boats greatly an- 
14 noyed 
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ſity of ſending im a N force 1 
boars, bomb-veſſek and other light craft, as well ax 


more. forces to £a-aperate with the boſteging 
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CconTENTS. = 
1. Duke of Te bad treated fureth with the c 
vernor of Dunkirk for its Delivery—The m_ 
tefted— Navel ſupport promiſed —Surpriſe and 
defeat of General | Freytag, ” who, with Trine 
| Adolphus, was ' taken prijoner —Effefts of this 
- general Defeat—The Army rabies; pen lm 
de ſucceſs of General Braulia near Yores-—The 
and Bruges La Queſnoy furrenders at Diſeretidn 
| | Toulon gai ed aver by Lord Hood—He enters 
-* gnd takes poſſeſſion of ibe um, Harbour,, and - 
Fun. inthe ame of Louis X VII- _ 
: be- Ch Eu, . ou 


| the — lance which the Duke 
of York had in the intrepidity of his troops, and 
the full perſuaſion that upon his arrival be ſhould | 
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public, that no naval force was ordered, nor artil- 


0 


find che neceſſury artillery in caſe he ſhould be uns 


der the neceſſity of undertaking the ſiege : be had 
alſo an expectation of being admitted into the town 
by a golden key. He had kept up a ſecret corre · 
ſpondence with the former governor, General 
Onoran, nor did he till his arrival know, that the 
plan had been diſcovered, and that General Omo- 
ran was removed from his poſt (he has been ſince 


| executed for the treachery). Although General 


O'Meara, who had at firſt ſucceeded his country- 


man Omoran in the command of the garriſon, an- 
| ſweretl the ſummons of the Duke of Tork, yet the 


befieged had atchat time actually removed O'Meara 


from the chief command, not chooſing to repoſe = 


ſo important a truſt in a foreigner, and a caqun- 


tryman of the e bad lo. on en · 
paged to! betray them. 
On the 3d of the month bis Royal Adele 
ceived an expreſs from England, that two fifiy gun 


ſhips, ſome frigates and bomb ketches were under 


_ "failing orders for Dunkirk ;| and he began now to 
make faſcines, gabions-and other neceflary-prepa- 


rations for the ſiege. Since the fiege of Dunkirk 
was the favourite meaſure of the Britiſh Cabinet, 


and had been reſolved upon by them in the month 


of July, it is a matter of more than ſurpriſe to the 


lery provided for the ſiege till the month of Septem- 


A 1 Such wm delay and neglect cannot have 


. ef 


| 1 reſp = 
ſome deparmmens. 15 eg 
The nation — aſtoniſhed chatchere heul | 
kids! been ſuch a total and unaccountable want of 7 
| Intelligence throughout the army, that the move- 
ments of General Houchard, with thirty-three 
thouſand men, to raife the ſiege of Dunkirk, which 
vas formally announced in the Convention on the 
25th of che laſt month, ſhould have been unknown 
or not provided againſt, The covering army of 
General Freytag was ſurpriſed and totally routed, 
before the Duke of Vork was even acquainted with 
the approach of the enemy. The firſt intelligence 
he received of it was by a note written with a pencil. 
At the ſame moment a ſortie from the garriſon - 
was announced, and a moſt precipitate retreat was 
the conſequence. The loſs of Britiſh troops in 
the eonfuſion of ſuch a ſurpriſe was fortunately 
not very great; though his Royal Highneſs very 
narrowly: eſcaped being ſurrounded and made a 
priſoner. All theammunition and ſtores were either 
left to the enemy or thrown into the canal: the 
fine train of artillery which had moved ſo reluctant-· 
ly from Woolwich, Warren was only landed to be- 
come the prey of the enemy, orto be loſt to us. Six- 


ty-four of the heavy cannons were thrown into the 


canal; ſeven were buried in the earth, and forty- 
three leſt on the field. In the retreat of the Ha- 
poverians his Royal Highneſs Prince Adolphus 
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| Gan ee ee hath 9 


priſoners. Nothing can more 3 — 


| thecextreme confuſion. of the Hanoyerian army, 
dan the circumſtance of their General and our 
| Prince falling into che hands of the, enemy. Our 
Vanzette ſays, that a patrole of cavalry “ which 


& ought to have been in the front, having taken 
0 Pl road, they went into the village of 


* Rexpoede, through which one of the calumns 


. was to mos but which was then occupied by 
ge the enemy. What a. melancholy ſtuation for 
a commander in chief, upon whoſe orders an army 
of eighteen thouſand men were to retreat, rally or 


fight! himſelf diſobeyed or abandoned, by his pa- 
trale l ignorant of the ſituation either of his own or 


the encmy's forces ! a whole: column, of his army 
unwilling or unable ta obey his orders! The 


N Gazette (if the Wen of in writer can .by any 


ag to wait this extremity of panic, diforder | 


and confuſion, by attributing the recapture, of his 


Royal. Highneſs and the Field Marſhal © to the | 
© intrepidity and preſence of mind of General Wal- 
© moden, who, upon diſcovering that the enemy 


| « were in poſſeſſion of Rexpoede, had immediately 


** collected a body of troops, attacked it without 
«. heſitation, and defeated them with great flaugh- 
« ter.“ The intelligent compiler of the Gazette in- 


forms 1 us alſo, „ that, Aae repeated engage - 


bin off . e 2 — 


made weg bern be e criterion of this i ak . 
Jinks, it is 4 ftrong] bur a too'tnelancholy proof of 
the fact. Above 3,550 Handverians were Kilked; | 

| bete very W Toffes in Eieiy' ocker n 

| mpoſec this covering at army.” : 

Nothing could equal the getreral panic G6 

ſteruation caufed by this unfortttiate and Aiſgraces - 

ful retreat at Offend.” General Aitflie the chm. 
mandant ordered an immediate embargo on afl 
veſſels, from the tranſports in the harbour down to 
the ſmalleſt firing Boats. ' The niflitary cheſt wi 

_ xAvally put on board, and it was a genetal er. 
pectation, and perhaps as general à wiſn, that'the 

Bfirifh troops ſhould have returned to their riative 

eountry. In great national. misfortunes like 

theſe, it is ithpoſſibte to repreſs the ſentiments of 
the Public 7 them. The diſgrace and of 


which this 1 nation i ſuffered from this fatal attempt . | 


upon Dunkirk, brought into the minds of er 
one, that the enterptiſe had been impoſed by che | 
- Vricith Cabinet upon the generals of the comb 
armies, ho had decidedly” and unahimonlly 
| Teprobated the plan; and that the diſpatch; vi- 
gour and reſolution in the execution, had been a 
counteracted and defeated hy the very perſons wha 
had: concerted and inſiſted. upon the attempt. 
Not only humanity ſhudders at the loſs of o 


many 
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tze fruitleſs waſte of its treaſures. Immenſe is the 
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ao but Great Britain e lofs.in 


coft- of ſo much ammunition, _ ſtores and ord- 
nanee; tranſported at ſuch a heavy expence. By 


dur ſubſidiary treaties with Hanove: and Hefſe 


Cafſel, the ſum of thirty pounds is paid by the 
people of Great Britain for every ſubſidized ſoldier 


that falls in the war“: thus by the fall of 3,500 


Hanoverians on the 8th of this month, Great 
Britain became indebted to the EleQor of Hanover, 
en one day, in the enormous ſum of one hundred 
thouſand guineas. A-Landgrave of Heſſe Caflel 
might not on ſuch an accumulation of wealth to 
his treaſury, feel that poignancy of grief that rends | 
the. heart of our humane ſovereign upon the loſs 
of ſo many of his beloved ſubjects. The flying 

army of the Duke of York, which had not been 
pod cover for five nights, was at length rallied by 


| the ſeaſonable aſſurance, that the Auſtrian General 


Beaulieu had relieved Ypres and totally defeated 
the French army in that quarter, which had in 


conſequence fallen back to Bailleuil. Several days | 


after this ſhameful defeat Admiral Macbride ar- 
rived with his ſquadron off Ni ieuport. Hi is Royal 


* 11 1 chat the labbay dealers of 


1 recruit for one ducat, hen twenty 


guineas co venta the dane Darn e 


1 E 


mude Fa bene Sir James Murray the Adjus 
tant General wrote to Mr. Dundas on the tm 
« thut he took the opportunity of Captain Ro- 
« binſon of the Brilliant frigate ſailing to Eng - 


land, to inform him, that the Duteh poſts on 


« the Lys were forced by the enemy on the rath. 
« In conſequence of this the troops of the Republic 


<c have abandoned Menin, and have fallen upon 


te on that day to march to Thou route. 


Tbe effects of this flight of the Dutch troops 


men iately after the general retreat of the Britiſh- 
army, added more vigour and energy to the 


enemy, than diſmay or deſpair to the confederates. 


The ſucceſſes of Beaulieu reanimated them in 


ſome degree; and the ſurrender of Le Queſiioy at 
dlſeretion happened about the ſame time. Although 


—_— not acquire the intelligence till 


the: Adjutant General wrote his famous Gazette 


— of Sept. 11, that the enemy had 
under General Houchard co/le#ed force for the 


"res; Dunkirk from every quarter of the 
<« country, from the armies: of the Rhine and 


te Mozelle, and particularly that which had. 'oc- 


« cupied the Camp de Cæſar;“ yet they were not 
long ignorant of the admiſſion of Lord Hood into 
that did not ſo 


Toulon, which was a circumſtance, that 
— intereſt them, as the collection and advance 


ir : 


«Bruges and Ghent. His Royal mne n 


23 
7 


. 40 us 5 
ef Houchard's bret. Abi Gan (rjes ia e 
were unaccountdble,. when we reflect chat the 
 gtneral rendezvous df the enemy, va on Mount 
__ Caffe wichin view of: and not 5 miles diſtant 
fro Freytag's army. The French entered Furnes, 
and in td days, with che help of che inhabitants, 
removed from the town all che ſtores denen 
: been left thert by the Britiſh army. Yo obo, 
Lord Hood, who commanded the id ſave» 
hs. in the Mediterranean, ſeems to have been 
ſent out upon an uncertain, if not a forlorn hope 
of making good any landing on the coaſt of 
France: ſor he had not in his whole fleet a land 
officer: to take che command even of a fortreſs 
when he entered Toulon, as appears by the ap- 
pointment of Captain Elphinſtone to ſuch a com- 
mand. He had been cruizing for fome time off 
that port, and had diſpatched a frigate with a flag 
_ ofitruce to Marſeilles, wbich did not come within 
gun ſhot of the town, but delivered a proclamation 
from Lord Hood, containing propoſals for reſtor- 
ing Monarchy and with it peace to France. It 
had hot the deſired effect upon the! Marſeillois; 
nathiog therefore was Further attempted, upon that 
city. His Lordſhip ſent a ſimilar proclamation 
o Toulon, and the: frigate was favourably re- 
ceiwed in the harbour, The proclamation was 
preceded: by a preliminary declaration, which 
4 * a cancd and explicit declaration 
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ouloh arſei eine a the "Star aße 
f Royalty ey Hoiſted, the 455 in the harbour 
8 155 5 al ad the port a and | Re ; proviſionally 
At h 59 ation, ſo as to allow of the egreſs 
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1 5 with Tafety, the people of Provence 
FL all the affiffance and ſupport Bis 
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1 5 p 0 could LA „ and when. peace 
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0 


wy 


Ng, of rance: : his Lordſhip tells them, 
af firuarion fo dreadful ſenſibly afflicts the coa- 
* leſeed, powers, _they ſee po other remedy but 


| 00 oe; re. eſtabliſhment of the French Monarchy. 


« If is r for t this and the acts of aggreſſion committed | 
{by the Executive Power of France, that ye 
18 have aimed in conjunction with the coaleſced 
2 1e powers.” He then aſſures them chat he comes 


to offer them the f force with which he was intruſted 


by h his Fovereign, to cruſh with promptitude the 


Ae to re-eſtabliſh a regular, Gevernmont” in 
France, Kc. 1 Theſe declarations of our motives 
for the war are not. ſtrictly conſonant with hole 
which. Mr. Pitt ayowed i in the E Houſe of Commons. 

Our Miniſterz at home declare that we enter into 

the war to defend our allies, and not to ne 
wich the internal government of France; they i in- 


2 5 ſtruct 


* 
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ſlruct our e the bead of f 
pronounce to Europe, that we have > ned. the 
confederacy to cruſh the preſent Mer! in France, 
and reſtore its ancient monarchy. l 
The Anſwer of the Inhabitants bf 5 
4 declaration, that they were tired of the. preſenc ; 
| Conſtitution, and demanded that of 1789 1 they 
would accordingly proclaim Louis XVII King 
according to that Conſtitution, and in every other 
particular agree to the propoſals of Lord Hood; 
who thereupon publiſhed a ſecond Proclamation 
to this effect: © That whereas the Sections of 
2 Toulon have by their Commiſſioners to me made 
— ſolemn Declaration in favour of Monarchy, 
« have” proclaimed Louis XVII ſon of Louis 
et XVI their lawful King, and have fworn to 
1 ' acknowledge him and no longer ſuffer the deſpo- 
nc iſm of Tyrants, who at this time govern France, 
* but will do their utmoſt to eſtabliſh Monarchy 
"Ip as accepted by the late Sovereign i in 1789, and 
Cy reſtore peace to their, diſtracted and ruinous 
« country : I do hereby repeat what I have al- 
1 ready declared to the people of the South of 
France, that 1 take poſſcſiion of Toulon, and 
"te * bold it in truſt only for Louis XVII until 
peace ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed in France, which. 6 
le and truſt will be | ſoon.- W | 
As the people of this, country pay a and ſuffer b | 


feyercly for the war, | they are urgently called upon 


10 look cloſely into the views ard conſequences of 
Fs. 7081 log! [971 21 140 it. 
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7 Py + 1 
le. ie is 4 matter of curious obſervation; that 
wihin the ſpace of ſix weeks, during which no 
change in the principle of the war could have 
taken place, Valenciennes was ſurrendered to the 
Duke of York in the name of the Emperor, his 
Royal Highneſs ſummoned Dunkirk in tlie name of 
his Britannic Majeſty, and Lord Hood entered and 
ſeized upon Toulon in the name of Louis XVII. 
Each of theſe three places equally belonged to the 
late King of France. An uniform ſyſtem or princi- 
ple in the confederated invaſion of that kingdom, 
could not have given oceaſion to ſuch. variety of 
title or claim. What faith or conſiſtency can be 
| diſcovered in theſe acts of our Government ? We 
countenance and take into pay the French emigrant 
nobility, who were proſcribed by the Conftitution 
of 1789, and we rear a ſtandard in ſupport of that 
very Conſtitution; our good ally the King of 
pruſſia keeps in priſon La Fayette and Lameth, 
the moſt zealous ſupporters of that very conſti- 
tution, which we proclaim at Toulon. How 
long will Great Britain join in a war of ſuch ſeparate 
and diſcordant intereſts ? If the federacy be formed 
upon a common principle, the concealment of it 
from the nations which ſupport it is a ſtrong ſafe; 
picion, that it will not be ar the fair light of day. 
Nations will not for ever ſuffer a gight of darkneſs. 
The advantages of che ſurrender of Toulon, 
though, a& taken poſſeſſion of in the name of the 
22 King 


cu Y 
King of Eagiiia, were turtted t TTY 
by our Miniſter.” So unuſually numerous Had been 
the late profelytes to his inflüence, that he was 
overwhelmed in deſpair at the ine eien F bis 
means to ſatisfy the demands of ambiticn, and the bur 
Jer of fuctiom: for by theſe means alone we are 
taught by more than two thouſand aſſociations in- 


24 


Aitute for ſupporting a dus extrut ion of the laws, ran we 


arrive ot the ſummit of wealth, honour, Power und do- 
minicn; ' The reſervoir of theſe means was actually 
dry, wheti the alarmed zeal of the Chancellor called 
upon his diſintereſted patriotiſm to accept of the 
Seals without any ſtipulation for a poſſible retreat. 
Inſerutable as unexpected are the ways of Provi- 
dence in affording; the means of preſerving and 
forwarding the ends of its favourite inſtitutions. 
That the re: poſſeſſion of a French town by the 


French Monarch ſhould ſupply a Britiſh Miniſter | 
withi/an increaſe of the necęſſury means of preſetving 


the Britiſn Conſtitution at ſo critical à juncture, 
Was a myſtery diſcloſed only to the ilſuminated 
aſſocistots under Mr. Reeves} and to'thofe bleſt 
fre mſelf in fact or defire with ſome conſoling 
beams ef miniſterial influence. The firſf fruits 
of this" feaſshable hirveſt Were confecrated to 
_ fkoth The alarms and remunerate the convic- 
tions of theimmaeulate Baronet Sir Gilbert Elliott. 
He was appointed by the King of Great Britain 
_ & A ſplendid, Honourable and! powerful Litlitjon 
"Hf! A. - © in 


N 5 
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fe, ( Fi 
in a Bn b;tonn belonging to the n 
narch with a ſalary of 750pl. per annum, to be 
paid out, of the Bripſh, Treaſury; he was made 


Commiſſioner to Toulon; an appointment unknown 
in Engliſh hiſtory. Admirable was the ingenuity 


of our conſtitutional Miniſter in fertilizing) this 


new ſupply of means. The relative, as well as 
poſitive merits of the Chancellor were not to go 
unrewarded; his nephew, a barriſter at law, was 


well entitled to ſhare the profits of his uncle's pru- 
dent convictions of the neceſſity of this extenſive 
and coſtly war, The overwhelming. deluge of 
bankruptcies, one of its firſt effects at home, was a 
grateful.ſhower of Danae to the Chancery. | The 
office of purſe- bearer was naturally. confided to the 
fidelity of the nephew, and from the lamentable 
ruin of many became to him worth 15001. per 
annum. He was appointed Commiſſary General 
to Toulon with a ſtipulation for forty ſhillings 


be diem of half. pay for life. Beſides theſe, a long 


liſt of ſubaltern well- withing and fairly promiſed : 


proſelytes were largely gifted out of theſe truſt 


eſtates of the infant French Monarch. The ꝙcono 


mical ſyſtem of half-pay will, perhaps, ſecure the 


gratitude of the appointees during their, lives o 


their friendly benefactor. The truſt will however 


indemnify Great Britain for all the immediate ad- 
vances made upon it. It may be not unfairly pre- 
ſumed, that the tardineſs of Miniſters to meet 
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the Parliament in woch Bette embarraſſments has 
been occaſioned by their wiſhes and expectations 
ro extend the means of that influence, which is ne- 
ceſſery tounite the members in a firm and ſolid na- 


Jority, without which they can purſue no meaſuret of 
public utility with ſteadineſꝭ or ſucceſs, by the capture 


of Dunkirk, St. Maloes, or ſome other parts of 
the French territories, ſo providentially favouring 
the increaſe of the neceſſary influence of the Britiſh 
Miniſter. This naturally accounts for the reſolution 
of the Britiſh Cabir.et after the capture of Va- 


lenciennes to divide the forces: here Britiſh blood 


and Britiſh treafure were ſpent, to procure na- 
tional advantages for a foreign people: Auſtrian not 


| 1 commiſſioners were ſent to Valenciennes. 


How  induſtriouſly have the docile pupils of 
Mr. Burke laboured to verify the doctrines of their 


infallible maſter, that the power of the King of Eng- 
land is more ſolid, real and extenſive, than what the 


King of France was poſſeſſed of before this miſerable 
revolution. They are refolved, that in future no 
empty vain title ſhall diſgrace the eſcutcheons of 


our Monarch. In future the territorial poſſeſſions 
ol the French Monarch ſhall at leaſt feed the 


prerogative of the King of Great 1 France 
and en 
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Howevex ; it may ſerve the views of cer- 
tain perſons at home to keep up the irritation of 
the Nation againſt the .French Republicans ; and 


Z 4 | however 5 


N * .— . W e >> — 3 3 17 - o " 
8 PEE 3 n? 5 nDdö9—̃—ꝓ— 2 — — 8 


. l 5 == 
_ —— 21 - 5 1 2 62 i 2 PR” * Oy — * - — — = - Z 
4 — N 
—— 5 i — « « want oa C09; we — 2 - — _ =" 
— EOS CO CE CCC — - ou — — — 

* 4 < 
Y y 4 1 h 0 

8 — a F &#.. : 


4 
t of 
£ 
17 
|| 
1 
5 
5 
_ 
;Y 
- T9 
- 4 
4j 
— 1 
* 
j 


1/990 =o ob 


e Ne 


| however largely the miniſterial prints and the aſſo. 
ciation publications may for this purpoſe have in- 


dulged in invective and imprecation againſt that 
nation, and/every meaſure adopted thy it; yet is 


it a truth of too fatal conſequence to this unfor- 


tunate country, that our anger has precipitated us 
into a labyrinth; of ruin and diſgrace. Such in 
fact was the infatuation of our deluded country- 
men, that our failures of the preceding month 


had. produced no other effect upon their minds 


than the increaſe of a blind and deſperate aban- 


donment of their cauſe to thoſe, who were ſeeking 
to juſtify their error i in n engaging them i in the war, 


R 


ei et 


on With. vigour when ir was once oh ow, 
compariſons may be always odious, they are: not 
always fruitleſs. Let the tardineſs of co-operation 


from our Board of Ordnance and Admiraliy be 


contraſted with, the ſpirit and energy of that Go- 
vernment v which has raiſed, our Pity. « or excited our 
indignation: chouſangs of. troops gonveyed in 
waggons drawn by poſt-horſes to the place of de- 
fence with. , unknown, celerity beſpok e the $4 
earneſtneſs with which their Bacall Bien 
attended to the * of the Nation, Their vi vic- 
torious 


* 


. 5 


A Py 


been Genera Houchand wa. vin bis bee 
Staff put 9 arreſt for pot: paying pur ſved with 
advantage the diſcomfited enemy in their precipi- 


tate and diſorderly. retreat. There ſuccels Was 


puniſhed, becauſe it migit have been more com- 


plete: here the cauſes of a failure, which could 


| ſcarcely have. been worſe, were not even looked 


into. Tbe contempt of the example which hum- 


bles us is the extremity of folly. The Warren and 
5 Pock- yard of Woolwich are leſs diſtant from Dun- | 


kirk than the Rhine or the Moſelle, | Wargler 
and even Brunſwick are more terrible enemies to 
F rance, than the oppoſers of Mr. Reeves's Afr 
ciations to Great Britain. 

The expectation of the whole. ee 
ſeemed to hang upon the fate of Maubeuge, which 
the Prince of Saxe Cobourg had for ſome weeks 


blockaded with an army of 70,000. men. He was 


attacked by the French, and though 1 che Auſtrians 


behaved with their uſual ſteadineſs and bravery 


they were forced, to raiſe the ſiege. and croſs; the 


Sambre. After this defeat the Prince became ſe- | 
riouſly. apprehenſive for the fate of Flanders, 


and applied for a reinforcement of 50, ooo men. 


The French army of the North now conſiſted of 


1 70,000 men. 1 hey again entered Furnes and 
Laid fiege to Nieuport: they, were however forru- 


nately checked by the ſteadineſs and reſolution | 


of f Major Marthens : he opened the Hluices though 
_ oppoſed 
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| oppoſed by the, Ng A Jag! with a handful 
of men defended' the town till reinforcements ar- 


2 „ * 
—ͤ— 2 war” — — — — 8 — 


gived, Such was the terror through all Flanders 


of an invaſion, that immenſe quantities of ſtores 


"were deftroyed to 2 their falling into the 


Hands of the enemy, 


Such of the Dutch troops as were WER: be- 
fore Maubeuge difgraced themſelves by the moft 


Infamous flight ; whether it were from diſinclina- 


tion to the ſervice or from want of diſcipline or 


courage, theſe troops have never ſtood with the 


ſteadineſs of ſoldiers: they appeared nevertheleſs 
to have been piqued at the reflections of the com- 
bined armies upon their retreat from Menin : and 
through the intereſt of their Hereditary Prince 


they inſiſted upon General Beaulieu's being call- 


ed to à court martial for not having ſupported 


them as it was pretended he might. The noto- 
riety however of the good conduct of this veteran 


General and of the daſtardly behaviour of the fu- 


gitive Dutchmen was ſuch, that they were pre- 


vailed upon prudently to drop the attempt to 
diſguiſe their own covardice by cruminaring the 
'praye Beaulieu. 8 

More. favourable accounts were received from 
the army of the Rhine. General Wurmſer after 
an engagement of eleven hours forced the lines of 
' Weiflenbourg and took the French camp by al- 


Kalt; the Duke of Brunſwick attacked them at 
the 


0630 


0 time In che rear,” They took offeſſion 
of Weiſſenbourg and Lauterbourg, and purſued 
the French to the gates of Straſbourg : the carnage 


was dreadful full 1 $3000 fell in the courſe of the 
The nation had not their uſual conſolation of 


A their misfortunes at land by their activity 


tumn as he had the ſummer in defending the 


entry of Torbay: he once was in ſight of the 


French fleet for tyenty- four hours; but the riſk 


of engaging it was too great for his prudence to 


hazard in ſuch a critical junfture. He was per- 


haps directed to avoid the infection of republic- 


aniſm by coming into contact with any French 


veſſel. This he ſeemed cautious of avoiding, and 


brought back his fleet and the crews of every veſ- 
ſe} perfectly untainted to his old anchorage in 
Torbay. It was indeed ſaid, that their ſuperiority 
in failing and running away prevented the Britiſh 
Admiral from coming to cloſe quarters with the 
enemy: but the active ſpirit of the Britzſh ſeamen 
was with much difficulry formed to this new l 


tem of nautical operatjons: energy and action, it 


might haye been thought, too much reſembled 
the ferocious republicans; and might perhaps have 


prevented the channel fleet from learning the new 


maneuvre of entering Breſt Harbour as the Me. 
diterranean ſquadron had that of Toulon. 


„ noe Negociation 


abs Iva \ 2 5" "i 
i ooo ie 3 i oo AI 


_— — —ͤ ) ˙ ͤ 
2 


— — — 


—— — — — 
24 


n 


r . 
— 


D 
= — 


3 n 
r 
IG — — | on 
- * 
0 
: 
© 


epils, It ſcemed t to, e the d decerminatiog, « La 
* 


till ail pl places are ; reſtored weh ſlzall of taken Gre | | 


e ociation 7 gener 2 ſfanaces for all our 
85257 Ee Sevih p 50 


{133-7 


f ED +» ieee ] 
Cine that if France e could not be c con dere d, 


Y Yo © el wh 


no nation of Europe f could at lealt boalt e of the 


advantage of having prudently avoided the raſh 


attempt. The miſeries of ſhe an undertaking 


1917 


ſhould: not be partial: : the balance of power! would : 


not admit it; this ultima ratio regum laperleded 
the ſovereign will of every independent ſtate. All 


204 


means were employed to draw other ſtates into 


the confederacy, and the acceſſion of every ally was 


a freſh knot to entangle Great BI 
this ſyſtem of ruinous perplex) 7. Threats, pro- 
my, force, bribery, manifeſtos, all means were 
employed, fo they had but the general object of 
crulhing the revolutionary C Government of F rance. 
Sardinia demanded of us an annual ſubſidy of 
200,000). and a conſtant , fleet on their coaſts to - 
defend their country againſt the agreſſions and 
invaſions of the French Republic : it was granted z 


to laſt as long as an inch of Savoy or any of their 


territory ſhould be poſſeſſed by the Fr rench. The 
continuance of ſuch a treaty may peradyenture 
be more earneſtly | wiſhed for by. Sardinia than the 5 


Poſſeſion of their whole territory from 2 


Ai. 
. of their enemies. Our treaty with Nap! es 
0 

is A | guarantee \ to. each, other of their reſpetive 


{35 an 111 


S:, an underraking , not to, lay, down . arms 


ing 


THE... 
che Gar ib W in ener it ing ce Alec | 
a, 54 tall furniſh" fix Wound HE 
be paid. by 158 land ; England | ſhall keep, 4 re. ; 
9701 fleet! in the . : and Naples 
hall provide four chips of the line, four e 
and four ſmaller ſhips of war. 

Since the Parliament, of Great Ham, is bor 
conſulted i in making treaties wich foreign powers, 
bur is only cilled upon to ratify, approve, and en- 
force the engagements ir in which, the Miniſter ſhall 
have thought. proper to involve the Nation; the 
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1 1 of the Cabinet 92 much more remark- 
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10 eee I 120 0 rreaty was e 125 
on the 14 of July laſt, between their Bri itannic and 
- Pruffiai In "Ma: zeltics, not to lay down their arms 
but bz common conſent, and not until reſtitu- 
tion is obtained for. any gepredation which France 
may make upon either of the ſaid parties, or of 
their Fel or allies.” Here is a perpetuation of v war 
to Britain, as long as France ſhall be an enemy 
to any State that Pruſſia may cl chooſe to call a friend. 
Thus is the country under the direful neceffiry of 
ſupplying! the PEE charges of a moſt. ex- | 
penfive war, as long as any s State of Euro ps al! 
think} proper. to conrinte hoſtile to Franck, eicher 
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20 the reſources of this kingdom, of to con- 
tinue the advantages of our ſubſidies to eur leſs 


10 336 3 ; 
den public 61 pete policy, to weaken Ack 6x: 


opulent allies. What à dreadfüf alternative for 


Great Britain, that it cannot withhold the ſupplies 
for a ruinous war without forfeiting the credit and 
faith of every Nation in Europe ! Well and wiſe- 
Iy arid virtuouſly did Mr. Fox urge the Parlia- 
ment to prevent his Majelty's Miniſters during the 


receſs from entering into new engagements, 


which might render the concluſion of an honour- 


able. peace more remote and difficult. Many 
true patriots like his Royal Highnefs of Clarence 


were induced to vote for the war, becauſe the faith 


of our treaty with Holland called upon our eon- 
currence in the defence of that republic: the 


condition of the treaty having been complied 


with, the cauſe of war had ceaſed ; and now juſ- 


tice to ourſelves obliged us to Jay down the arms, 


which juſtice to out allies had made us take up. 
As the Miniſter had found one treaty fo efficient 


in prevailing upon the majority to commence the 
war, he naturally concluded that a multiplicity of 
treaties would reconcile a ſtill greater majority t to 


its continuance. 
Our Ambaſſador at . entered into 
a correſpondence of argument with Count Bern- 


ſtorff, the miniſter of the Daniſh cabiner, hs | 
: me 2 6 and 5 of MF entering into 


n 
+ > + 
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1 confederacy againſt France. _Hitherto 
the prudent Dane has not been argued out of his 
neutrality ; ; what other means may hereafter be 
attempted. to induce or force him from it, time 
| will diſcloſe. _ 35 
The republic of G having de property 
in France was induced to obſerve the ſtricteſt 
neutrality, to depart from which would be the 
ruin of the principal citizens of that State. The 
Government itlelf is ſaid to receive upon loans 
to France the annual ſum of 1, 400, ooo livres. 
Notwithſtanding this, Mr. Drake the Britiſh En- 
voy to that State peremptorily infiſted upon an 
immediate and unqualified declaration of hoſti 
ties againſt France: no indemnification | was 
however offered for the ſure loſs in that caſe of 
the property- of their citizens or the State, This 
ſpirited though ſmall republic was not to be bul- 
lied into deſtruction and ruin, and has declared, 
that if ſhe be to be forced from her neutrality, ſhe 
never. can take part with thoſe who have threats 
ened her with ſuch unprovoked injuſtice. 
Our Envoy at Florence Lord Hervey under- 
| took not only to intimidate the Grand Duke. of 
Tuſcany out of his neutrality, by ſending off the 
French. Ambaſſador M. de la Flotte in twen⸗ 
ty· four hours, but to dictate to him the internal 
regulations concerning the French remaining wich- 
in a his e which the Britilh Cabinet infiſted 
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| had more influence over the conduct of his. 
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Grand Duke however relinquithed' the 1 of 
neutrality, and declared wat agaioft | the Ks ublic 
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The 1 ingenuity of our Miniſters was nearly ex- 
2 


bel by the variety of meaſures ; they | had Adopt- 
ed to augment and Juſtify this armed confede- 


3444 62 n 


racy. One only. experiment remained to tried ; 


F. b38{75 


this was to commit the faith, credit and Juſtice « of 
be Nation i. o a public ' manifeſto. | Melan choly 
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| been the precedents of their aflociates 4 this 
{11 "S he a Dit; 


line of operation. They had however t van⸗ 


tage of i improving upon their alten bis, 5 — 0 
their faults and avoiding i heir errors. 1 he peo- 
ple of this country had a ; well-grounded 4 ras t. af | 
| expect preciſion 5 firmneſs and confiflency in f. 1 5 cl 
"a declaration from the Throne. It. was publ ed 
with immediate reference | to the ſurrender of 'Tou- 
10 n, but it is ſi lent as to any ap CO ation, or Con. 
firmation of che proclama tions an | rreaty of Lon 
Hood with the Touloneſe; 1 e balis * w 
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« tions of Europe.” Hitherto there is nothing 
lion to ourſelves and our allies. This is certain- 
and will upon future explanation of the courts, in 
the truſt fund may be ſettled and adjuſted. In 

all-truſts the firſt proviſion ſecured is for the pay- 

charges of the truſt. Well-adviſed truſtees ne- 


_ complied with. Neither Toulon nor any other 


Louis XVII can ever be diſcharged of this in- 
demnifying quality. A deſign of making con- 


6 388" Y* 


© aggreſſion, to contribute to the immediate de- il 
« fence of his allies, to obtain for them and for "0 | 
« himſelf a juſt indemnification, and to provide =_ 


« a5 far ãs circumſtances will allow for the future 
« ſecurity of his on ſubjects, and of all other Na- 


new in this avowal, but the matter of indemnifica- N N 


ly an artful though very neceſſary proviſo to be 
introduced into this declaration of our ſyſtem; 


caſe of ſucceſs, afford an uncontrovertible ground 
of equity, upon which the different claims upon 


ment and indemnification of the expences and 
ver releaſe their truſt till this act of juſtice be firſt 


part of France ſeized and holden in truſt for 


queſts upon France has been repeatedly dil | 
avowed by all the combined powers. The truſt 
of conquering France for: Louis XVII is Wir * 
taken at the riſk of thoſe who have accepted of it, 
if the fund which ſhall hereafter come into their 
hands ſhall prove inſufficient to anſwer their coſts 
and: 98822 Great indeed muſt be the acceſſion of 

" A a | French 
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F rench. property. to ourſelves and co: truſtees, 
| nagement of the concerns of this infant Mo- 4 
narch. 


 ardently to be able to treat for the reeſtabliſpment , 


ground of popular prejudice or en that the 
ſupple Proteus will cringe to. 


neither makes it the pretext for continuing the 


5 great part of this Proclamation deals in invective 


pes 


which will ſatisfy the. claims of thoſe, who. have 
thus kindly and generouſly. undertaken the ma- 


The maniſeſto bs ar POL Majeſty mi. 


the general tranquillity with 4 Government exerci- 
ing a legal and permanent authority, animated with 


| the wiſh for general tranquillity, and poſſeſſing powers 


to enforce the obſervance of its engagements, This 
general definition of a Government may be made 
pliant to every conſtruction that a Miniſter ſhall _ 


5 chooſe to put upon it. It will equally exclude as 


admit of a negociation with the preſent Republic 
of France, and will juſtify a treaty upon any 


It ſpeaks of the reſtoration of rag — 


war, nor the condition of an honourable peace. A 


againſt the perſons to whom it is addreſſed, and | 
ſerves no end but that of provoking their-iraſcibi- 0 
lity, and driving them to freſh acts of ane in- 5 
humanity and vengeance, _ ts t 

No circumſtances, ſince the commencement of a 
FRY war, ſeem to have. irritated the Convention 0 


more chan * they called.  oup. treacherous: at- 
e tempts 


„ 


LE. 355 ) 
2 0 upon Dunkirk, Marſeilles and Toulon, 


They converted all to their own purpoſes.” Our 
negociations and treaties paved the way for further 
confiſcatibns, not only of the men, whom they ſuy 
we corrupted, but whomſoever they choſe to con- 
nect wich them. It was therefore a moſt im pro- | 
vident act to publiſh inthe Gazette Lord Hood's 
unſucceſsfal treaty with the Marſeillois. Scores 
were murdered upon ſuſpicion of having treated 
with him. The unadviſed ſeizure of Toulon 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon the maſs of the 
people, that the new party of Danton, not with - 
ſtanding their enormities and eruelties, were now” 
looked up to with love and confidence. By their 
Emprunt force they brought into the Treaſury all: 
the hard caſh in the kingdom: by this ſweepy# 
which was the boldeſt act of public robbery evet 
attempted, the Executive Government had at once 
poſſeſfon of 41,666, 666l. ſterling, as a fund for 
the war, and a baſis for an enlarged paper circus 
lation. Soon aſter this they paſſed a decree of 
confiſcation of all Britiſn property in France, a: 

put all Britiſn ſubjects under arreſt. 
The height of popular irritation was the aa 28 
ment in which the inhuman Jacobins perpetrated 
their deeds of blood and horror. It was on you 
| e veteran troops —— * the be 65. 3 5 
nerils . Europe, before Maubeuge, and their 
8 Aa 2 Convention 
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Convention butchered the reſpectful relict of their 
murdered Sovereign. If any thing could add to the 
inhuman and unjuſt treatment of this unfortunate 
and reſpectable Princeſs, it was the inſulting 
mockery of à trial, and the bringing her own in- 
flants as witneſſes againſt her for crimes even out of 
| phyſical poſſibility, The heroic and Chriſtian 
fortitude with which this venerable Queen under- 


went the long trial of humiliation and ſuffering 


that preceded her execution, revives in theſe days 
of infidelity the animating examples of primitive 


Chriſtianity, when the pride of the heathen was 


overcome, and the mild ſpirit of the goſpel propa- 
gated in the blood of the humble and conſtant 
- martyr. It is but juſtice to this much beloved 
and much reſpected victim to licentious fury, to 
reſcue her injured character from the impious af. 


perſions of her pretended encomiaſt Mr. Burke. 
Could that man, who tells us, that a * true humility, 


the bafis of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, is the low, but deep 
and firm foundation of all real virtue, be fo forgetful 
of his heroine and of himſelf as to make her vanity 
ſarvive all her virtues, and the heatheniſh vice of 


ſ vicide extinguiſh 1n her laſt moments the grace of 


_ Chriſtian conſolation : + in the laſt extremity ſbe 
will ſave berſelf from the laſt diſgrace, and if ſhe muſt 
fall ſhe will fall oy no n en Could che man, 


| C » Letter ton Member Pe 93 . t RefeAions 5 1 1 113. . 
| who 


E. . 2 - 


1 a tally. | 
El glories in * Chriſtian religion 4 bis boa 8 
and comfort, plant the ſharp antidote againſt diſe 
grace concealed in the boſom of a Chriſtian Princeſs, - 
_ who added Hitles of vmeration to thoſe of entbuſiaſtic 
diſtant and reſpefful love? Claſſical, fabulous or 
| heatheniſh as may be the occaſional wanderings of 
this ſublime-writer,-it was not tolerable in the aw. 
ful view of our tranſit to the great tribunal to ſub- 
ſtitute the falſe pride of an Ethnic matron for the 
Chriſtian dignity of ſubmitting to a death of ig- 
. nominy after the example of our divine Maſter. 
The only inſult at which his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty and his royal conſort felt indignant during 
their. captivity, was the ſuſpicion. of this very 
crime of ſuicide with which Mr. Burke, to bis 
own. ſhame and to the ſcandal of the Chriſtian 
cauſe, has. crowned the virtues of his delightful 
+ When Value ons ofthe Brilltine party watcondenined he 
choſe to follow the recommendation of Mr. Burke and ſtabbed 
_ mediate decree of the Convention, that all perſons under accuſa- 
tion ſhould be . enn | 


* 14.4 4 as 


* 0 4 — N 4 
” * * , . 1 P 1 2 , 
a + ? ' 
F a; Bbc <6 £ 425 £4 43 5 
* 4 — * N * 
. 8 
% ME» * R 
# 
i 


r 
— . — ——— 


NE ů 
v 3 1 


e 


10 * 


> 


—_ : 
1 


= | gg 
4 8 * 


— 


————— 


3 


Ws = 
„„ nt 2 


N 
4 x 


— = Ll re o : 1 - 
A ee — : 


- 
— 
* 


8 aback — 
Ra. 209 1 
1 


IG bf 


n 
IF" OY Fig - in 


* 


TRE 


2 


> 


7 4 5 


DR bl = _ 
o N SS 
— — — —— 


3 0 Ly —_— = l l 
TY - — „ 
2 — — — ite: oct — — — 


Wits he i N L 4 
OY EI 


Co 

AN * 
* ** 
. 


173 agi: nn 


. * * * 
. 2 WY Wa; „ 2 3 12 
0 * 0 * 4 Fa 3 10 p 1 % . « Z i; 4, A. 2 ns * * F. \ n 81 if 
* 1 „ . 


* 
ry * " | s 1 
4 3 3 4 - 44 q 71 0 $7 1 ** #102 3 K 
* 12 XX = 99 r 5 

- - 2 * S. 4 * = * * 

* 121 * x K 5 3 * W: A N 

{i % 2 ES © "ay 4 K & * CELLS RENT 
Y VF 13. > % N a 0 | „N 2 S J l 
F TH WELD ARISING eb, Ie er ANY 


$ * * 1 „ Y * * ey « : 6 * 4 
* * 1 — a ©. 4 + , — JW” ap 4 4 k k 

Fl 7 1 $ 1 1 & 4 k x ** * 8 4 - EF J * 
* 0 i * „ +45 44% e ES : 5 8 4 N . A k > 


: 1 
£51 £25 ain 


* 5 * % 4 
. „ a A 4 a $ * 
793. 637 64 $347 21 4 


— * 


n V.EM BE 5 101 


20 G N. T 2 N T 8. {1630 Ni. 


LJ LET 148 * WAS yi 


The” e 7 ts Aub, upon de es-. 
Dureb anfever-\"it—State of Toulon — Diſagree- 
 11ment betten the Spaniſh" and Britiſh Aumba.— 


Vnſucceſeſul expedition 


on: to Cotſitu. Violation of ibe 


Rights of Nations in the Port of Genoa, — Lord 
_ Howe, chaſes @ French Fleet, which 6 eſcapes. hp — 
Tord Maira's expedition reſalued upon with 10,900 
Britiſh and .6,000 Heſſian. troops, to, penetrate. by 


Fe Briſot r party and Egalite ee, Jae. 
ceſſes on-th: Rhine. 


Maloes into the interior paris f France 


ins . 


10 51. - * 17 


Taz manifeſto which is ſaid to be the genuine 
and a favourite production of Mr. Pitt, produced 
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no other effect in France than a contempt for the 


— 3 of _ TIE of it which de- 
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clares 


( 359 1. 3 
clares 4 readinels to treat with any efficient Ge 
verament, whilſt we refuſe to treat with their 
Executive Council; and of pity for the i impotent 
arrogance of aſſuring them, that we will not inſiſt 
upon the full price, but will abate conſiderably of 
what we might in juſtice demand of them for re- 
ſtoring their ancient monarchy. It produced how- 
ever an immediate anſwer from the States General, 
which \ was a re-echoed avowal of all the reaſons 
and motives for continuing the war, which are ex- 
| preſſed in the declaration, excepting as to one 
of thoſe motives, upon which they have very em- 
phatically enlarged. The Britiſh manifeſto ſtates, 
that one of the objects which his Majeſty had in 
continuing the war was 70 obtain for his allies and 
bimfelf a juſt indemnification ; which the Dutch im- 
prove upon, by ſaying, that their ultimate object 
was to obtain @ juſt indenmification for the. enormous 
expences occ afioned to * Republic by the violence 1 
their common enemies. 

The ſituation in the mean while ha our troops at 
Toulon was very precarious: the republican army 
daily increaſed, and conſtantly annoyed the town 
and the out- poſts: reinforcements were frequently 
landed: upon this occaſion five thouſand Impe- 
rial troops were taken into our pay: the motley 
garriſon compoſed of Britiſh, French, Spaniſh, 
Neapolitan, German, Sardinian and Portugueſe 
N exceeded fourteen thouſand men. Very fre- 

Aa 4 . 


0 65 \ 

quent accounts from Toulon were ſeat over and 
publiſhed in the Gazette, if it were but of 4 
kirtiſh of two hundred men; and in order to | 
prepoſſefs the Nation with a favourable idea of 
this new acquiſit ition, the health, ſpirics and ſafety 
of 'the garriſon were regularly blazoned in all the 
pomp of official confidence. As our ſhrewd and 
truſty Admiral had ſucceeded fo unexpectedly in 
negociating his entry into Toulon, he was tog. 
fanguine in his expeCtation of extending this new 
ſyſtem of gaining ports along the whole coaſt of 
France. He ſent four ſhips of the line with pri- 
vate inſtructions to the different ports of France, 
two to Breſt, one to L' Orient, and the other to 
| Rochfort. In the multiplicity of tongues which 
were ſpoken by the different corps, frequent miſ- 
takes in the orders produced no ſmall confuſion. 
Diſagreements alſo aroſe to a conſiderable height 
between the Spanifh and the Engliſh Admirals 
concerning the diſpoſition of the French ſhips ; 
the Spaniſh claiming as neareſt of kin to the infant 
Monarch, and in virtue of their old Family com- 
pact, the more immediate power and controul 
over the Truſt Fund, which conſiſted of Bourbon 
ptoperty: the Britiſh Admiral urged the circum- 
ſtances of acquiſition and poſſeſſion as the ſtronger. 
claims to management and the prior right of in- 
demnification for che riſks and ge of "joe 


curing the property. 
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( 167 F | 
1 00 ( Hood 1 that the inactivity of 
many velfels in che harbour of Toulon would not 
much forward' the general ſervice, ſent off a ſmall 
| ſquadron to extend his conqueſts into Corſica, - 
General Paoli had promiſed to co-operate by land | 
whenever the ſhips ſhould appear off the coalt. 
The expedition failed for two reaſons, which the | 
Gazette announces in more words than were ab- 
ſolurely neceſſary to inform us, that the Corſcans | 
would do nothing and the Britiſh ſquadron could | 
do nothing againſt the town of Florenzs which ] 
they were ſent to rake. Though the Gazette aCs 
count be particularly diffuſe in attempting to re- . 
concile the failure of this expedition to the pa- 
tient people of Great Britain, who are naturally 
fond of reading the ſucceſſes of their fleets ; the 
moſt efficient cauſe of the failure has been unfor- 5 
tunately forgotten by the compiler, which would 
have inſtantly ſoothed every diſappointment. This 
was the fatal error of adopting the exploded ſyſ. 
tem of battering inſtead of Tegoriating their entry - 
into the town, Poſterity however will be indebt= 
ed to them for the diſcovery which they have | 
made in this unſucceſsful attempt upon the town 
of Florenze: viz. that a frigate may receive more”. 
damage than ſhe can do againſt land batteries 
of ſuperior weight of metal elevated above Her? 
and that the diſtances from the batteries to tie 
ſhips and from the ſhips to the dn omar are reci- 
rent 
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land ec bel. For we are informed by tn in 
ructive Ware that altbough a doſe and powerful 
annonade bod Juen kept up by the ſquadron till a 
uarter before right, no. viſible impreſſion Was made : 
d yet that the ſhips of the ſquadron were much 
damaged; and therefore, upon the joint opinion of 


3 


five. Britiſh | captains that there was no proſpect of 
| ſucceſs, the ſignal was made for diſcontinuing the 
attack. In the preſent regenerated ſpirit of the 
Briciſh Conſtitution, credulity on one fide of the 
0 queſtion ſeems not to have been confined. maya 


. this iſland. ** The Alcide is not materially damaged 


« in ber maſts « or. rigging, but the Ardent and Cou- 


« rageux have Juffered very conſiderably in both fr om 


« being expoſed to the raking fire of the town. of F. lo- 
: 6  renze, though every information had aſſured me, 
« the di iftance of that place was 400 great for guns to 
4 have any Hels. Pity it was, that there were 


not ſome friends of the pecple at Toulon to have 


queſtioned the truth of this information, as they 
had that of an intended attack upon the Tower of 


| London in December 1792. The ſquadron had 
been lying in the gulf of Florenze from the 22ſt 
to the zoth of the mouth, during which time it is 
_ preſumed by the ignorant, which is ever the great- 


eſt part of mankind, that the diſtances could have 


deen aſcertained, at which the fleet could either 


annoy the enemy or be annoyed by them. The. 


maghty force of artillery which did ſo much da- 
mage 


n 3 7 
mige to dur Meer donfhed of ths" month Toh 
| wenty-1 -four pounders, two eigfht ; pounders: and 8 
15 pounder in che redoubt 'of Fornilſi; 
four 2 5 and bine e kbar don 
the t town of lotenze. 7 0 2 1110 5. 110 4 
The poet es of Lord Hood appear to Habe Ek. 
cat Boe had Been before delegated t to 
Britiſh. Admiral: every act of his from this Pro- 
clamation to the Touloneſe to bis failing From 
their port, - muſt be looked. upon as the 0 6f 
thoſe, from v whom he received his orders. It! W; ga 
improvement upon the old Hite | of © war, 
Beiciſh ſquadron to enter a neutral port and'cap- 
ture their enemy's veſſels Jing under, the. Pro- 
tection of à neutral power. Eight ( hi 1p$ « of ie 


| une and a dh from Toulon entered the vg 


2 


N 


. anſwered with a broadlide, "The 4 58 returned 
two broadfides arid boarded the frigate. _ Part of 
the crew were cut to pieces in attempting to. de- 
fend her, the reſt. eſcaped. by. ſwimming; to. the 
ſhore, "Two Freneh cruizers ſhared the fate of the Y 
Modeſte. In any former war this would have. 
been the moſt direct and flagrant violation of the 
: laws of nations. It was a ſingular example ſet by 
chat Government which lately upbraided the Frene 
12 having expoſed all their ES nations. 4% 
the 
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and public enemy bf all public order. 


\\ Providence ſeembd at length to have afforded 


ard Howe a favourable opportunity ol re reviving 
the worn down. {pirits of his fleet, and regaining | 
the declining c confidence of his friends and patrons» 
An extract was ſent up to the Admiralty from the 
log - bock of the Montague, the laſt ſhip come 
into port from Lord Howe's fleet; that on the 
18th-inft. in the morning, a French ſquadron 
conſiſting of ſeventeen fail, nine of the line and the 
reſt frigates, was ſeen bearing down on the Britiſh 


fleet; ; that at ten o'clock they hauled their wind, 


on which Lord Howe made ſignal for a general 
chace. At fix in the evening the Montague | 
ſprong her top-maſts and was obliged to bring to, 7 


being then according to computation three leagues 
a-ſtern of the French ſquadron, | and five miles 


a-head of Lord Howe' s fleet. Incredible was the 
exultation of the nation at the receipt of this 
news: the failures at Dunkirk, Maubeuge and 
Corlica were forgotten; every paſt misfortune, 
every pending hazard were ſwallowed. 1 up in the 


| anticipated ſurety of annihilating by this capture 


the remaining maritime force of Fra rance. Lord 
Howe after three weeks abſence einerged from the - 


- miſt that had enveloped both fleets, and brought 
back all his own ſhips ſafe into port. He received 


the 3 ed laurels for having prevented any | 
a | Fl . 


0 - 


BE; 5 
ef them from falling into the kinds of me -feros 
cious republicans. The Britiſh fleet was conſoled 
in the aſſurance, that the French were till, quicker 
in running Os _ we could be een 
them. | 
The year was e Wel a e 
and the Miniſter was not à little anxious to im- 
prove the balance of the yearly accounts, which he 
muſt ſoon lay before Parliament. No very large 
profits had ariſen out of any of his ventures: im- 
menſe ſums had been advanced and loſt in Flan» 
ders: the whole equipment for the Channel ſer- 
vice had returned no gain: the profits of the 
| Mediterranean treaty were ſtill doubtful and ſtill 
coſtly: the-advances made in foreign engagements - 
could not yet make any return: confidence. and 
credit began to decline, and the approaching hour 
of accounting to the Nation made him reſolve upon 
hazarding what he had been long preſſed and 
urged in vain to attempt. The Earl of Moira 
had in the courſe of the month of June ex- 
preſſed his opinion that the only effectual mea 
ſure for reſtoring monarchy and peace to France, 
would be to give ſubſtantial ſuccour to the Royal · 
iſts within the Kingdom. Innumerable applica- 
tions and offers upon this ſubject had been made 
to the Miniſter in the courſe of the year. The 
original ohjection againſt this plan muſt have been, 
that it did not * fall in with n guewed : 
ſyſtem 


« 0 5 
ſyGetn of indemnification. Cities — 
into the hands of the Royaliſts, even with our 
aſſiſtaner, could not be taken and holden either 


in the name of the Emperor as Valenciennes, nor 


in that of the King of Great Britain as Dunkirk: 
was ſummoned; nor in truſt for Louis XVII Ike 
Toulon. The Earl of Moira not being initiated 
in all the political ſecrets and private alliances of 
the Miniſter, had expteſſed the opinion of a 
judicious and brave officer, and of an uptight and 
ſinoert patriot; and he then expreſſed his readi- 
neſi to attempt the execution of the plan which 
his judgment directed him to propoſe for the good 
and honour! of his country. His: ſervices were 
then accepted; and were to be called for when 
the better judgment of the Miniſter ſhould- point - 
out the favourable moment of ſucceſs. Diſpatch 
in execution favoured too much of republican 
energy cautious progreſſion was the true mode 
of enſuring effect to prudent meaſures: the Fabian 
ſyſtem could alone counteract that of anarchy and 
conſuon. Unas bomo nobis cundiando reftituit rem. 
However, aſter much conſultation, infinite relnc-" 
tance and ſome preparation, it was publicly re- 
ſolved upon to ſend ont an expedition under Lord 
Moira to the interior of France by the avenue of 
St. Maloe's; which was to be immediately at- 
2 and ü de was to have with him erage 
EY The 
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had raiſed the ſiege of Landau, and gained very 
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The accounts which were in this month pub- 
liſhed by the National Convention were very un- 
favourable to the cauſe of the Royaliſts. But as 
no credit was to be given to this horde of liars and 
aſſaſſins, it might have been an additional induce- 
ment to their enemies, to act vpon the contrary 
ſuppoſition of their ſucceſs. Although ſome of 
their accounts have. certainly been exaggerated, 
yet unfortunately for this country, too much truth-. 
of our ſufferings and diſgraces and of their own 
ſucceſs has been firſt announced from their Aſſem - 
bly. From hence we learnt the condemnation by» 
the Revolutionary Tribunal, and the execution of 
Briſſot and his whole party in thirty-ſeven minutes, 
which ſufſiced to ſtrike off the heads of theſe cri- 
minals, and to dig a grave for /ederaliſm.; this was 
the crime for which they were condemned; and that 
the infamous monſter of baſeneſs and iniquity 
Egalite: ſuffered ſome days aſter for the ſame 
cauſe; that the Republicans had diſcovered and 
defeated a plot for delivering up Straſburg to the 
combined forces ; and that after baving- executed 
ſeveral hundreds for being concerned in it, they | 


fignal advantages over * combined armies of! 
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| It. At and Mr. Palmer ſentenced o hn 
Per feditions pratlices in attempting to bring about a 
1 Reform in Parliament.— Arcrſation and acquittal of 
3 AM. Hamilton Rowan—Frial and acquittal of the 
= © Proprietors of the Morning Chronicle—Convention 
= at Edinburgh —Headrof them arrefled=—Part of St. 
= Domingo ſurrendered by the Royaliſts in the name of 
: _ * Lonis XVII—Plot of Straſburg diſtovered—Aj- 
. '  fempt to entangle Switzerland in the general Confe- 
 deracy— America preſerves ber neutrality—Turkiſh 
ee in En of aig Sn 


5 * 


1 the many and 


important occaſions which called upon the at- 
tention of Government in the ſeveral theatres 

, of war, in which we are unfortunately engaged, 

hy: moſt — ſpirit of proſecutin g every 

7 exertion 
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 Exertion at home to procure a Parliamentary Res 


form was kept up and enforced by examples 


af unprecedented rigour. This favourite object 
ſeems to have been lately purſued with more regu - 
larity and perſeverance by its advocates in Scot- 
land, than in any other part of the Britiſh Em- 
pire. Mr. Muir was the firſt perſon found guilty 
of ſedition for the part be had taken at different 
meetings convened for the purpoſe of bringing 
about this reform: he was ſentenced by the Court 
to be tranſported beyond the ſeas to fuch place as bit 
Majeſty with the advice of bis Privy Council ſpould 
Judge proper, for the ſpace of fourteen years. Mr. 
Palmer was alſo condemned to be tranſported for 
ſeven. years, for a ſimilar offence. The ſeverity of 
theſe ſentences, which it is to be preſumed were 
intended to deter people from purſving the ſame 
object, did not produce the effect which was in- 
tended or expected. Mr. Muir was conveyed i in 
the dead of the night on board a King's ſhip in 
Leith Roads. Moſt of the ſocieties in that part of 
the Kingdom immediately publiſhed declarations 
of their reſolutions to perſevere in their peaceable 
endeavours to procure a reform of the abuſes of 
which they complained. The amiable qualities 
of the individuals who were condemned, excited s 
2 general ſympathy for their ſufferings ; and the 
general predilection for the opinions upon Parlia- 5 
mentun; Reform, to which they were looked upon 
= b 


G 
* 
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as martyrs, provoked diſcuſſions upon wwe very 
queſtion. Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer have been 
ſome time confined in chains with the common 
felons on board the hulks at Woolwich. 
An attempt was made in a moſt extraordinary 


. manner to draw Mr. Hamilton Rowan of Ireland 


into a like ſentence : he had ſcarcely arrived at 
_ Edinburgh when he was apprehended as a ſedi- 
tious perſon and taken before the Sheriff, where he 
underwent a very minute and inquiſitorial exami- 
nation. - The petition of the Procurator Fiſcal to 
the Sheriff for the warrant to arreſt him, ſet forth 
that meetings had been called and holden in that 
country for the avowed purpoſe of overturning 
the Conſtitution, and that Mr. H. Rowan, being 
Secretary of the United Iriſhmen in Dublin, had 
. ſent over an addreſs from them to the 'perfons 
{ſtyling themſelves the Convention of the Friends 
of the People in Scotland, and'this with a wicked 
and malevolent intention of forwarding the moſt 
| ſeditious purpoſes. Nothing ſeditious being prov- 
ed againſt Mr. H. Rowan, he was diſmiſſed upon 
giving bail to the amount of 3, ooo merks. 
The acquittal of Mr. H. Rowan put a ſtop for 
| ſome ſhort time to the frequency of accuſations 
and informations in Scotland againſt perſons for 
being friends and well-wiſhers to a Parliamentary | 
Refdtm. In England however the ſpirit of in- 
forfddtfon and proſecution which had been bloom 


— 


(91) So 
mew: fuk an unconſtitutional flame b by NI. 
Reeve's aſſociators, received a moſt powerful ani 
timely check in the good ſenſe, uprightneſs and 
firmneſs of an Engliſh Jury. The Attorney Ge. 
neral had filed an information againſt Mr. Lam- 
bert and others for printing and publiſhing a ſe- 
ditious libel in the Morning Chronicle, which 
conſifled of a bare inſertion without any comment 
of the proceedings and reſolutions of a ſociety for 
political information holden at Derby in July 1792. 
After a trial of many hours the Jury at ſeven o'clock 
in the evening went to Lord Kenyon's houſe 
with a ſpecial verdi& Guilty of publiſhing, but with 
no malicious intent. His Lordſhip telling them 
that he could not record this verdi&, the Jury 
withdrew, and at five o'clock in the morning re- 
turned with a genetal verdi&t Nor guilty, It is ſaid 
that Mr. Reeves the aſſociator was a very anxi- | 
ous attendant upon this trial, and was heard in 
| court to have declared, that no defeat of the eom 
bined armies, no loſs of fleets could be fo prejudi- 
cial to the ſyſtem of this affociation, as the acquittal 
of the defendants. This wasthe firſt proſecution ever 
brought againſt the proprietors of this inſtructive, 
* It is impoſſible to ſpeak in too flattering terms of the ſenſi- 


, eloquent and conſtitutional ſpeech which Mr. Erſkine made 


= che 224 of laſt January, at the Meeting of the Friends to 
the Liberty of the Preſs, when they met to proteſt againſt Mr. 


Reprer's pad fork, Aﬀammmons tor the graerdl progele of Miles 3 
mation and proſecution. | 
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0 1 very numerous tons met 4 „ e 
who ſtyled themſelves a Convention of Delegates 
for obtaining Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parli- 
aments: many perſons of great reſpectability be. 


4 | longed to it: after ſeveral meetings in different 
+ . places in that city Meſſrs. Gerald, Margarot, Sin- 


clair, Calander, Roſs Sen. and Jun. Skirvin and 
Brown, Members of this Convention from different 
ſocieties in England and Scotland for obtaining a 


| reform of the repreſentation in Parliament, were 
taken into cuſtody by order of the Sheriff, and 


carried before him to be examined. This was the 
firſt ſociety that had declared its principle of the 
ſpecific mode of reform which they aimed at: 
they rather diſpleaſed ſome well · wiſners to the 
general cauſe of reform by affecting an imitation 

of the French Convention in their title and in 
their mode of addreſſing each other in their 
meetings by the appellation of «:tizex.. Theſe 
_circumſtances, though trivial in themſelves. and 
not infringing any laws of the land, might per- 
haps with more prudence and policy have been 
omitted. They appear to have been adopted by 


men in the moment of irritation. at being foiled 


in a variety of legal attempts to bring their griev- 
ances under the conſideration of Parliament; in 
order to attract attention wy circumſtances alto- 


£5 gether: 
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ether new, though in themſelves innocent ant 
legal. It beſpeaks, particularly in the cool and 

vary character of the Scotch, a firm and unſhaken 
n to perſevere againſt every poſſible 


prejuice' in their legal and conſtitutional efforts 


to procure a reform in the OI: 


N aro in Parliament. 


In the long dearth of joyful idinge the feelings . 

of the good people of the metropolis were gratified 

buy the unaccuſtomed ſound of the Park and Tower 
guns to announce to them, not the defeat of the 


Frepch army nor the capture of their fleet, nor 
the ſucceſs of Lord Moira's expedition, but the 
landing of ſome hundred men on the now deſo . 


 hted Iſland of St. Domingo. The fort of St. Ni- 

cholai, which was poſſeſſed by the Royaliſt party 
who were too weak to keep it, had ſurrendered 

it up in the name of Louis XVII to a detach- 


ment of Britiſh troops from Jamaica. Jeremie, 


which was called the key of the Iſland, W 


lowed the example. 
The doctrine of Truſts was not _ loa 


Rood by the Germans as by us: our late avowal 


that indemnification was an ohject for continuing 
the war (it could not have been, our object in 


commencing it) throws indeed ſome light upon 


the ſubject; for the ſure. means of indemnification 
are to poſſefs the property, out of which the reim · 


burſement i is to ariſe. The city of Straſburg offered 
wn „ . 


rr F 
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v to-ſubmit in this manner, to. General Wurmſer 


| a but he not underſtanding the fineſſe of the ſyſtem 


- fooliſhly declined entering upon this condition, 
and gaye the citizens fix days to propoſe other con- 
dunions: in this interval 45,000 republican, troops 
+ arrived, the plot was diſcovered, and avenged in 


ble beſt blood of Alſace. 


Our negociating Miniſter was inge ee is in 
5 hin efforts to ſtrengthen the confederacy agaiaſt the 
enemy which had hitherto baffled every effort and 
. © exertion againſt them. Lord Robert Fitzgerald 
vas directed to perſuade or intimidate the Swiſs 
Cantons out of their neutrality ; but hitherto the 
attempt has. proved unſucceſsful. The prudence 
and firmneſs of the American States have hitherto = 
kept them from entering into an alliance with 
France, as well as induced them to reſiſt the at- 
tempts of our Cabinet to draw them out of their 
_ neutrality. . To complete in ſhort the, ſyſtem of 
. general confederacy of all the powers of Europe, 
we are gratified by the new and. unprecedented 
ſight of a Turkiſh Ambaſſador in London. This 


preference of the Divan to our court we hope is 


grounded in ſome treaty beneficial to the com- 
- mercial intereſts of the country: but as every freſh 
. confederate in this fatal combination againſt France 
is an additional winding to the labyrinth, no well- 
_ wiſher to his country can hope to ſee: . 


_ embelliſhed _— Ocean Os 1 
. | 8 * 1 he 


e, 


© The firſt year of this difatrous 3nd cata 


warfare is now cloſed- The enormous price of 


the dearly bought experience is the leaft of the: 


evils we have to lament: The ſoul ſickens at 


every view that preſents itſelf. Never did a ſyſtem 


of meaſures pronounce fo harſh, ſo lamentable a 


3 condemnation of the adviſers.” Well er N85 
- Britain weep at the cataſtrophe. 
The defenceleſs and abandoned Royalifts every: 


' where ranquiſhed and butchered » moved down at 
Lyons from one hundred and forty to twenty-five 
thouſand ſouls : unable to gain the ſea-ſhore either 


tobe ſuccoured or tranſported: freſh accounts of un- 


armed multitudes of twenty thouſand butchered in 


cold blood: Earl Moira's expedition dropt, from 


conviction of the improbability of its ſucceeding a- 


gainſt the activity and energy of the enemy. Tou- 
lon diſgracefully abandoned, before wimeſſes from 


every nation in Europe, with the piteous boaſt of 


having leſt the arſenals and ſhips in flames, and the 
unmanly regret of our impotence to extend the de- 
vaſtation. The armies of the Rhine driven hack 


wich unheard of ſlaughter, traverſing with giant 


ſtrides the ground which by inches they had pain 


ed and drenched with the blood of melancholy - 


victory. An enraged enemy glutting their inſa- 
tiable vengeance in the blood of their royal country. 
men immolated to the menacing pride and cruel 
ties of an inefficient CINE of crowned heads 


I 


6 At home credit on e | 
Vuane; bankruptcies innumerable ; manufaftures 


at a ſtand; the poor out of work ; the middle 


claſſes ſtaggering under the preſſure of exiſting 

andl threatened with an accumulation of freſh taxes; 

the rich ſoured at the enormity of their preſent 
payments to the State, and forced by the ſympathy 


of human nature to the daily increaſing contribu» 
tions to their own poor as well as the numerous 


diſtreſſed emigrants from France, whoſe exile we 
have bitherto ſoftened, but whaſe return we have 


rendered deſperate. No proſpect of ſucceſs ; no 


advantage ſeen in it if obtained. The proſperity 


of the nation vaviſhed, its happineſs deſtroyed, 
its welfare endangered. Some frighted into diſ- 


content and diſmay by the boundleſs proſpect of 
exiſſing miſeries; others ſoured and irritated at 
' the calumny of ſeilitjon and treaſon: many ſearing 
de piopagat ion and prevalence of French princi- 
plwGKuks: more dreading the energy of French arms, 


and the ſeducing examples of French ſucceſſes: 


all bewailing paſt loſſes and misfortunes: none 
entching a ray of future conqueſt: all groaning 
under the throbbing pangs of national diſtreſſes 


nnd calamities ; except thoſe who by their ſeaſon - 
* able canvittions have ſecured to themſelyes ho- 
nours, preferments and wealth from the centinn- 

dne und ge n nn wh ve 
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"CONCLUSION. 


public affairs, we müſt not encourage the de- 
ſpondency which it is too likely to excite. We 


have fairhfally derailed che events which have 


led to it, and we think it is impoſſible to over- 
look the principle to whick thoſe events are aſ- 


cribable. The character of the public mind may 


in general be collected from public meaſures: if 
it be tainted with prejudice, it will be found fa- 
vourable to meaſures unſound in their principle 
and ruinous in their tendency. When the power- 


ful convictions of the public judgment are made 


to yield to the influence of an infidious eloquence, 


or rendered ſubſervient to the projects of a Ma- 
chiavelian ſyſtem, it becomes incompetent to the 
duty of watching over the public intereſts, it is 


neither diſpoſed nor capable of ſuggeſting the 


meaſures of ſound policy, and is often too deeply E-4 


intereſted in the ſucceſs of the worſt of meaſures 


to 


{En H ſuch be the gloomy ſituation of | 


* , * ; 0 


to reſtrain their a or to avert their conſe- 
quences, The vice of the principle is ſuddenly 


_ in the calamities with which it is attended. 


In vain can ve hope relief from the evils we now 
feel, or ſecurity from their increaſe, but by calm- 
ly and diſpaſſionately inveſtigating the cauſes 
which have led to them. Let us individual- 
ly endeavour to eradicate from our minds thoſe 
opinions which we may have allowed to acquire a 
growth that overſhadows the dictates of unbiaſ- 
ſed truth and juſtice. Let us each individually 
cConſider, whether we have not allowed our im- 
mediate and particular intereſts to influence our 
public conduct, and with a view to a temporary 
advantage to ourſelves, given our ſanction to 
meaſures, which unleſs timely cbecked may put 
in hazard thoſe bleſſings which a Conſtitution 
founded like the Conſtitution of England, not on 
the viſions of a heated or diſtempered i imagina- 
tion, but on principles which unchecked in their 
operation by the arm of violence or miſrepreſen-. 
tations of calumny muſt neceſſarily produce. Let 
us, ſpurning the ſeditious opinions of a; Paine, 
— regardleſs of the brilliant eloquence of a 
Burke, look at our Conſtitution as we received it 
from our anceſtors. Let ug with minds ſtrongly 
impreſſed with the hiſtory of thoſe times, which 
gave to our country the illuſtrious family which 
now Duc; the e, decide whether the pre: 
rogatives 


* 


tien de id ane exceed thoſe A Mts #4 
monarchy of France? Let us from the hdg of 
thoſe days which defined the rights and duties 


of a Houſe of Commons colle&, whether inde. 


pendence of character and integrity of principle 


be an effential, or a departure from its original 
inſtitution; and when we / ſhall have traced in 


the wifdom which directed, and in the firmneſs 


which effected the Revolution, that line of de- - 


marcation which ſeparates prerogative from pri- 
vilege, let us endeavour to aſcertain the motives 


which could induce, and the nature of the policy 


which could encourage doctrines, that traduce the 
character and betray the real intereſts of our Con- 
ſtitution. Viewed in its genuine form, it ſtrikes by 


its majeſty, and charms with its ſimplicity. It bears 


not the terror of indefinite prerogative, nor alarms 


by the indulgence. of unreſtrained privilege. The 
| knowledge of its principles are the ſeeds of public 


order and tranquillity. It is but from the traduc- 
tion of its genius and ſpirit, that danger can be 
apprehended, True to its principles, internal diſ- 
ſenſion could never diſturb us, external violence 


might in vain aſſail us. Whether chis monu- 
ment, the work of ages, has not of late been de- 
faced by the opinions of perſons in ſituations toa 


commanding of attention not to give force and 


extent to their ſentiments is a point of enquiry 
in 


| { 


WET 


Vhether "thoſe opinions IT the ft of 'a ma- 
lignant intent or the effects of an imperfect know- 
ledge of the lubject, however the difference of 
motive may weigh | in the ſcale of morality, it "has 
not I am afraid in any degree varied the political 
conſequences. Affirming that the Conſtitution f 
England has preſcribed boundaries to the preroga- 
tive, we reject as aſperſion, if not as ſedition, the doc- 
trine which afferts that thoſe houndaries have been 
paſſed. Affirming that an independent Houſe of 
Commons does make a part of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
on, we reject as calumny the opinions which main- 
tain the contrary. But when we reject ſuch doctrines 
as unconſtitutional, we cannot feel ourſelves wholly 
indifferent to any mark of public attention confer- 
red on thoſe who have maintained or favoured 
them; for in the conſequences of that attention 
we trace the principle of no ſmall portion of the 
exiſting diſcontent. To diſpel the gloom which 
obleures the public judgment, the ſtrongeſt lights 
of truth and reaſon are neceſſary. Such lights are 
not to be expected from thoſe who have wilfully 
favoured the deluſion. © Under theſe citcumſtances 
it were a want of gratitude to the Individual, it- 
were a want of regard for the public intereſt, to 
overlook. that manly intrepidity, which 'in the 
hour of the moſt formidable and accumulated 


prejudice * between the 1 and the agi- 
| tation 


3 
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wh acted. When the 
| language of perſonal invective was ſubſtituted for 
fair diſcuſſion, when the ſtrongeſt perſonal, provo- 
cation might have drawn the individual from the 


vindication of the Conſtitution to the vindication 


of his own. charater and conduct, we found Mr. 
Fox diſregarding every danger, but that which 
might affect the Conſtitution of his Country, 


ſtating, illuſtrating and vindicating its principles 


with a force of eloquence which nothing, but a 
genuine ſenſe of i its value could have inſpired, 
When malice would paint him. boſtile to the 
Government of his country, his defence were in- 
ſtructions for rendering that Government imper- 
vious to all aſſaults. Diſdaining, the advantage 


which he might have derived from the ruin of a. | 


rival ſtateſman, we found him anxious to avert 


that very miſchief which would alone inſure it. 
Charged with enmity to our Conſtitution, he vin- 


| dicated 1 its perfections: charged with the ambitious 
views of diſplacing his rival, he inſtructed him in 
thoſe leſſons which could alone render him worthy 


to retain his ſituation... Converſant with the various. 
reſources of his country, and its general attachment 


to the Conſtitution, he execrated the policy which 


gave ground to our enemies to conſider us a 


divided people, and reprobated the meaſures which 


tended to divide us. A n adherence to che 
| Rights 
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than a duty; it is the ſoundeſt policy; it give ; 
Tuſtre''to ſucceſs, and dignity to adverſity. He 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed that policy which renders juſtice 
pliant to the indefinite variety of human events. 
His purſuits in life had not led him to ſtudy our 
Penal Code in its minute detail; his mind however 
Was too curious in its general reſearches to have 

overlooked its principles, which involved the lives 
and liberties of his fellow- ſubjects. On a queſtion 
of widening the Criminal Code, we found him illuſ- 


trating the policy of our anceſtors in ſimplifying 


the Law of Treaſon with a power which the moſt 
1 his opponents found irreſiſti- 
His oppoſition to a war for procuring objeCts 
: 1 were attainable by negociation is well 
known; and we now ſeverely feel the conſequen- 
ces of rejeRting as the language of faction the dic- 
ates of ſound judgment and pure patriotiſm. In 
| vain was the neceſſity aggravated in deſcription; 
in 'vain did eloquence attempt to miftead his 
judgment by faſtening on his paſſions ; no art could 
- conceal from him the real intereſts of his country: 
he ſaw them diſtinctly through the hazy miſt of 
prejudice and paſſion ; and he ſtated propheticall y 
the effects of departing from that ſyſtem of neu- 
trality which would at once have ſecured and im- 
proved them. Whilſt Paſſions inſtructed reaſon, be 
„ was 


MD. 


| horted thoſe who had the conduct of the war to 


diſplay the greatneſs and energy of their country 
in the wiſdom and vigour of conducting it. Here 


ve will pauſe, Though few may conſider them- 
ſelves competent to decide upon the neceſſity of 


the war, no man feels himſelf incompetent to pro- 


nounce upon the effects of it. The ſtrength of 
Great Britain is known but by the preſſure of the 
_ occaſion ; to be effective, it muſt be directed by 
the wiſdom and enforced. by the vigour of the 
great ſtateſman, who rejecting the little policy of 


miſguiding the public opinion by dint of power, 


the expediency of entruſting its direction to other 


management. If it have been ſo aſſiſted, it is 
inſufficient for the purpoſes of the war; and as an 
honourable peace can ſcarcely be expected to be 
obtained through the medium of a Miniſtry which 


has raiſed more enemies againſt it by the virulence 


of declamation than it has * * the force of 


arms, 


a db etc 
de event of the conteſt, we ſound 
him anxious to avert the accompliſhment of his 
predictions. With the voice of patriotiſm he ex- 
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acts upon the broadeſt principle of national policy 
and univerſal juſtice. If the national ſtrength have 
not hitherto been ſo aſſiſted, we cannot indeed 
pronounce upon its ſufficiency to the purpoſes of 
the war; but we may venture to pronounce upon 
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ent States, and draw tlie line neceſſary to the ſecurity 
af the intereſts. of their country without infringing 
the rights of other powers;.. a. Miniſtry which 
can render the ſtrength. of Great Britain ſufficient. 
to the indication of its claims, without forcing 
other States into her quarrel by abandoning the 


general rights of national intercourſe. A Miniſter 


impreſſed with the important truth, that for the 
meaſures which neceſſity creates the author of 
the neceſſity is reſponſible, truſts not to the op- 
portunity of revoking or retra ting at a fu- 


ture period the ill-digeſted deciſions of the pre- 
ſent; but, feeling for the national character, ex- 


amines each meaſure in its principle, and views 


it in its probable conſequences. When be ap- 


proaches his Sovereign for his ſanction, he does 


it wich at Jeaſt a deliberate convict ion, that it is a 
meaſure worthy his juſtice and digniiy to adopt. 
Such a Miniſtry might even in our preſent critical 


ntuation diſpoſe. France to ſue for peace: but 
ſhould ſhe decline the bleſſing fo deſirable to hu- 
manity, well might ſhe under ſuch auſpices look 
forward with confidence to a ſyſtem of mea - 
ſures which, giving to the energies of our coun - 

try their due * would ſecure to them 
: their 


nay ſolicit the candid diſcuffion of its meaſures. 
Separating its own claims to reſpect from thoſe 


jured by perfidy. It is the key-ftone of our 


verſed in-its principles and difpoſed to allow to 


approach of danger would place millions between 
| the treaſon and its perpetration. Such a Miniſ- 
iry confident fe vhe 8 of their Blow fi. 


no longer palfied by the want of ſuperior intelli- 


ſures at once honourable to themſelves and ſer- 
| 2 5 58 x 


of the Conſtitution, it would not brand as dif-. 
affection to their country, what was merely 
oppolition to themſelves. The people of Eng. 
land love and cheriſh their Conftitution : it may 
ſuffer by an overzekl, but it will never be in- 


national ſtrength ; our pride in the hour of pro- 
ſperity ; our conſolation and rallying point under 
every preſſure of adverſity. A Miniſtry well 
thoſe principles their due operation would never 
experience the neteſſiy of ſounding the alarm of 
its danger; an almoſt inſtin&ive perception of the 


jets might command their united ſtrength, which 
gence to direct, would find itſelf engaged in mea, 


viceable - 
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